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Six disasters; 368 people dead; no successful 
, Prosecutions. Now the Government acts 





56 dead 


Zeebrugge ferry capsizing 
March 1987 
188 dead 




King’s Cross station fire 
November 1987 
31 dead 
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Clapham Junction rail crash Sinking of the Marchioness 

December 1988 August 1989 

35 dead 51 dead 



Southall train crash 
September 1997 
7 dead 


TODAY’S NEWS 


BT's merger in trouble 

The transatlantic merger between British Telecom and 
MCI, the biggest takeover in UK corporate history, 
looked ail but dead last night after a rival and higher ^ . 
bid for MCI emerged out of the blue. WorldCom, the 
US's fourth biggest telephone operator, is bidding 
$30bn compared with BTs offer, which values MCI at 
$22bn. Failure to win the deal would place a huge 
question mark over BTs international strategy and its 
top management Pages 32 and 23 

Banks’s apology 

The career of the Sports Minister. Tony Banks, was 
under threat last night after he was forced to apologise 
for describing the Tory leader, William Hague, as a 
“foetus" and adding insult to injury and offence by 
remarking chat "l bet there's a lot of Tory MPs that 
wish they hadn't voted against abortion now . 
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A new offence of corporate killing 
is being planned by the 
Government to prosecute 
directors of companies where 
people died as a result of failures 
at the top. Colin Brown. Chief 
Political Correspondent, says the 
^JriotQgjSecretary is certain to 
introduce legislation. 


The litany of disasters seemed endless - 
names such as Herald of Free Enterprise , 
Bradford, the Marchioness became known 
nationally and internationally as symbols 
for death, pain and disfigurement. 

After each tragedy the inevitable ques- 
tions; bow could it happen, who was to 
blame? Inquiries followed and while blame 
was apportioned in some cases to indi- 
viduate, the law was unable fully to con- 
sider the role of large companies involved 
and those who run them. 

But now company directors could be 
charged with “corporate killing” and face 
unlimited fines under a new offence being 
planned by Jack Straw, the Home Secre- 
tary, to punish safety failures which lead 
to disasters. The Deputy Prime Minister, 
John Prescott, has given his strong back- 
ing to the measure, and ministerial sources 
said the Southall rail crash in which sev- 


en passengers died last month has increased 
the pressure within Government for action. 

The Labour Party conference in 
Brighton yesterday passed an emergency 
resolution on the Southall rail crash call- 
ing for the introduction of measures which 
would enable charges of corporate 
manslaughte r to be brought if directors can 
be shown to have failed to deal with a fore- 
seeable danger. 

“The Home Secretary is giving it active 
consideration. He is sure to come forward 
with proposals, but it is a question of par- 
liamentary timing," said a source. The 
Deputy Prime Minister s backing is certain 
to ensure the Home Secretary will be giv- 
en time for a Bill before the general elec- 
tion, but the sources said it was unlikely the 
measure could be included in the law and 
order BUI being introduced in November. 

A nett' offence of “corporate kffliqg" was 
called for in a Royal Commission report 
in March last year, and Mr Straw told a Bar 



Prescott: Has given strong backing to 
‘corporate IdJGng* legislation 


conference last weekend that he would be 
implementing its findings. The commission 
recommended that the company directors 
should be liable to unlimited fines and 
forced to remedy the failures which led to 
the cause of death. 

Disasters such as the King’s Cross fire 
in which 31 died, the Gapham rail crash 
in which 35 were killed, and the sinking of 
The Herald of Free Enterprise off Zeebrugge 
with the loss of 188 lives brought calls for 
prosecutions, but no corporate prosecutions 
were passible - although it was felt that 
safety measures were wanting. The main 
reason why (hey failed to bring corporate 
manslaughter charges was that il could only 
be brought where a corporation has act- 
ed through the ‘'controlling mind" of one 
of its agents. 

One of the few company bosses to be 
convicted of manslaughter was Peter Kite, 
the owner of OLL Limited, who was 
jaded for three years and his company fined 
£60,000 following the 1994 Lyme Bay ca- 
noeing tragedy in which four teenagers 
died. He was found guilty because he was 
directly in charge of the activity centre 
where the children were staying. 

The weakness of the law in tadding cor- 
porate responsibility for manslaughter 
was criticised by the judge when charges 
were brought against some of the seamen 
on The Herald of Free Enterprise, but no suc- 
cessful prosecution was brought against 

O £»€)• 


P&O, the owners. The Zeebrugge disas- 
ter led to the Law Commission review 
which is now expected to end in legislation. 

The British Rail Board admitted liability 
after the 1988 Clapham rail crash, which 
resulted from careless work by signal en- 
gineers. BR was responsible under the “vic- 
arious liability" principle and paid 
compensation reaching £lm in some cas- 
es. but no one was prosecuted for 
manslaughter. The privatisation of the rail- 
ways under the Tories heightened calls for 
more stringent penalties imposed on com- 
panies for failing to implement safety rec- 
ommendations made in the Gapham 
disaster inquiry. 

The Independent has learned that John 
Monks, the leader of the TUC, approached 
the Home Secretary before the Southall 
rail crash to press for action. The Deputy 
Prime Minister, who campaigned for 
tougher rail safety procedures in Opposi- 
tion, ordered the Southall rail crash inquiry 
should be held in public. 

The inquiry is expected to investigate 
whether the rail franchse operators or Rail- 
track, who run the lines, were at fault for 
not operating safety devices recommend- 
ed after the Clapham rail tragedy. Minis- 
terial sources said the police were already 
looking at the possibility of a corporate 
manslaughter chaige. 

The driver of the train was defended at 
the Labour conference, and there were 
claims he was being made a scapegoat in 
the press. Lew Adams, leader of Aslef, 
called on the conference to back his 
union's motion for a new charge of cor- 
porate manslaughter to be introduced. The 
emergency motion tabled by Aslef. said: 
“Nine years after the Gapham crash, the 
inquiry’s recommendation that automat- 
ic train protection be installed has still not 
happened and has been abandoned by Rail- 
trade on the grounds of cost." 

Jimmy Knapp, the leader of the RM% 
which backed the motion, last night wel- 
comed the move. “I think the law should 
be changed as quickly as possible because 
you have a disasters like The Herald of Free 
Enterprise where a prosecution failed and 
the judge expressed regret that be could 
not continue the case against the compa- 
ny. We have got to make sure that those 
who are responsible for the policies that 
cause these accidents are prosecuted." 

Conference reports, pages 8, 9 
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UPDATE 


5/MEDIA 
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7/MIDDLE EAST 

KSr!“ ^Hussein, the ^ritual leader of Hamas. 
r }i^ ^gani«tx>n. He was sick, perhaps dying; but, as Patrick 

Cuckhurn reports, behind bis release lies a murky taleof an Israeli es- 
pionage operation that went wrong. 3 

8. 9/ LABOUR CONFERENCE 
11/ENVIRONMENT 

Satellite pictures show that many of the fires that blanketed South-East 
Asia with smog were deliberately started. 

14/CRIME 

Normal people are frequently as interested in lurid subjects such as black 
manic and vampires as criminals or the menially ill. a studv has discov- 



em ployment 

Young escape the jobless trap 

Youth unemployment is falling faster than for adults in half of Britain’s 
regions, a survey showed yesterday. Adult ^employment liasbeen cut fay 
46 per cent in the four years to July of this year. But the figure for young 
people is up to 60 per cent 

The GMB union survey showed that the largest fall was in the South- 
East (60.4 per cent), followed by the South-West (563per cent), the West 
Midlands (51.6 per cent) and East Anglia (50.6per cent): 

The fastest falls in youth unemployment have been in IfaeSouth-East 
counties of Surrey, Sussex, Berkshire and Hertfordshire. John Edmonds, 
general secretary of the GMB, said: “Labour’s New Deal ensuring wel- 
fare to work opportunities for the under-25s and the long-term unemployed 
is critical if we are to tackle those remaining areas of higher unemploy- 
ment-" Unions were ready to join the New Deal task-forces which win be 
set up throughout the country, Mr Edmonds added. 

S MOKIN G 

Teenage girls get nicotine habit 
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Gowrie to leave Arts Council a year early 


16/ANIMAL WELFARE 

A Cabinet minister was last night was among two dozen ministers who 
gave their backing the anti-hunting bill. Now its supporters have their 
tails up again. 

17/ARCHITECTURE 

The glass house you can throw stones at. 

18/FEATURES 

Still his sisters captive: the lonely lift* of Richard Carpenter. 

20/COMMENT 

22-24/BUSINESS 

BT’s global aspirations were dealt a serious blow as its planned merger 
with America's MCI was scuppered by a counter-bid from a rival tele- 
coms company. 

28-32/SPORT 

Dave Aired, acknowledged as the best rugby kicking coach in the world, 
has been recruited to work with the England team. 


Lord Gowrie. the former Tory minister, is to step 
down a year early front his post as Arts Council 
chairman. Announcing that he would leave in April, 
he said it was for “entirely personal” reasons. How- 
ever. it is also true that the Labour government is 
ambivalent about the usefulness of the Arts Coun- 
cil in distributing government grants to the arts, and 
the Culture Secretary, Chris Smith, has been crit- 
ical about the wav the council allowed the crisis at 
the Royal Opera House to develop. 

The post of chairman is a high-profile and im- 
portant one. as he or she can play a guiding role 
in developing arts policy and in rewarding or pun- 
ishing arts institutions financially. Lottery' money 
given to causes by the Arts Council has further in- 
creased its influence and that of the chairman. 

Crucially, the post is unpaid, limiting the peo- 
ple who can afford to take it on. Possible choices 
to succeed Lord Gowrie could include the Labour 
peer Lord Puttnam and the former Tory heritage 


secretary' David MeBor. Both have already been giv- 
en jobs by the Ministry of Culture, Media and Sport. 

Lord Gowrie took up his five-year appointment 
in April 1994. He famously quit as arts minister in 
Margaret Thatcher's government in 1985. saying 
nobody could be expected to live in central Lon- 
don on the then ministerial salary of £33.000 a year. 

Yesterday he said: “My reasons for leaving ... 
are entirely personal. The job has been one of the 
most challenging of my career and also one of the 
most exciting and rewarding.” But it took up most 
of his working day. he said, adding: “I do have cur- 
rent professional demands on my time.” Lord 
Gowrie. who is a director of Sotheby's, wants to 
spend more time working as chairman of Devel- 
opment Securities, an office-development compa- 
ny. “I am chairman of a fast-rising pic. I have other 
commitments on my time and the chairmanship of 
the Arts Council was presented to me as being a 
busy, active but non-executive job." Oc.& Uster 
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Breast cancer plea by Dani Behr 


The television presenter Dani Behr yesterday re- 
vealed how breast cancer had cast a shadow over 
two generations of her family. The former presenter 
of The Word was helping launch Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, which runs throughout Octo- 
ber. She said it was never loo early to start taking 
precautions against the illness, which kills 14.000 
women in the UK each year. 

“ ... Ttao of my great-grandmothers and one 
grandmother died from it” she said. “It's really im- 
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portant for women to get the message about check- 
ing foT lumps in their breasts, especially women my 
age. It's easy for us to think that it won’t happen 
to us, but my grandmother was 33 when she died, 
only 10 years older than me, so we can t ignore it.” 

Breast cancer affects one in 12 British women 
and kills more females than any other cancer in 
the country, making the UK one of those worst af- 
fected by the disease. 

— Jojo Moves 

Sisters who fell out over 
transplant heal the rift 


Two sisters who fell out when one said she could 
not donate bone marrow to save the other s life be- 
cause of her fear of hospitals, declared their quar- 
rel over yesterday. 


Smoking levels among 
girls aged 11 to 15 are 
at their highest level 
for 15 years, according 
to a survey. The number 
of young teenage girls 
who smoke has in- 
creased steadily over 
the past decade and 
they are now more like- 
ly to do so than boys. 

In 1996, 15 per cent 
of girls in this age group 
were regular smokers 
and more than half had 
smoked at some point. 

This compared with 1 1 
per cent who smoked 
regularly in 1982. The 

findings from the Office for National Statistics survey of secondary school 
children in England sparked fresh concern about young people's health. 
Donald Reid, chief executive of the Association for Public Health, said: 
“The rise in smoking among children is a major disaster for public health. 
It will lead to increased deaths from cancer, heart disease and smoker's 
lung in the long run. and to the loss of limbs from smoker's gangrene by 
the age of 30. in some cases. Girls who become pregnant while smoking 
risk losing their babies - smoking is implicated in 4,000 miscarriages, 400 
still births and 300 cot deaths annually." 

The survey - Smoking Among Secondary School Children in 1996 - found 
13 per cent of secondary schoolchildren aged 11-15 were regular smok- 
ers. In 1996, 1 1 per cent of boys in this age group smoked regularly and 
53 per cent said they had never smoked. In Scotland, 14 per cent of 12 
to 15-year-olds were smokers in 19%. compared with 12 percent in 1994. 


HEALTH CARE 

Hospital guidelines launched 

Minimum standards of care for patients requiring emergency admission 
to hospital were launched yesterday. The voluntary standards set out what 
patients can expect if they go into hospital suffering from a range of con- 
ditions such as a stroke, asthma attack or heart attack. 

They include where they should be treated, by whom, the training health 
professionals should have received, and the kind of assessment and treat- 
ment they should be given. The standards, drawn up by the Health Ser- 
vices Accreditation Unit, an NHS body set up to improve the quality of 
care, in consultation with doctors, nurses and other professionals, were 
welcomed by the Royal College of Physicians. John Wird, vice-president, 
said: “This publication is a vital step in informing management of the dif- 
ficulties of the situation.” Jeremy Laurence 
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admitted to hospital to provide the marrow for the 

TOURIST RATES 




Latham. 34. a mother of two who has leukaemia. 

Australia (dollars) 

2.14 

Italy (lira) 

2716 

thanked her as she prepared to leave hospital. 

Austria (schillings) 

19.41 

Japan (yen) 

192-59 

“I cannot thank her enough. She's still my sis- 

Belgium (francs) 

57.07 

Malta (lira) 

0.60 

ter after all that's happened and I'm very grateful 

Canada ($) 

2.17 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.10 

for what she’s done.” Ms Squires's initial refusal 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.81 

Norway (kroner) 

11.18 

caused a three-year rift between the sisters, who 

Denmark (kroner) 

K)_58 

Portugal (escudos) 

279.07 

live streets apart in Blackpool. 

France (francs) 

9.28 

Spain (pesetas) 

232.99 

After a worldwide search of 4 million donors 

Germany (marks) 

2.77 

Sweden (kroner) 

11.91 

failed to turn up a match, she agreed to the oper- 

Greece (drachmei) 

440.38 

Switzerland (francs) 

2228 

ation. But the sisters were a poor match and doc- 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.13 

Turkey (lira) 

2682.21 

tors at Manchester Royal Infirmary gave Mrs 

Ireland (punts) 

1.07 

USA($) 

1.57 

Latham a less than 50 per cent chance of success 



Scurce. TTionvas Cook 

Jeremy Laurence 
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New facts expose flaw 
in case against nanny 


On Monday, the British 
nanny Louise Woodward, 

19, will appear in a United 
States court, charged with 
murdering a nine-month-old 
baby in her charge. If 
convicted, she will receive 
life imprisonment, without 
parole, jojo Moyes examines 
concerns that she will not 
get a fair trial. 


The prosecution case against 
Louise Woodward in the Massa- 
chusetts Superior Court will claim 
It is the simple case of a baby mur- 
dered by a nanny unable to cope 
with his incessant crying. But miss- 
ing evidence, the lack of an inde- 
pendent autopsy and prejudicial 
coverage, say Miss Woodward's 
supporters, all suggest the Cheshire 
teenager’s guilt is far from proven. 

“Fm flabbergasted at bow the 
procedures have differed from any- 
thing you would get in Britain. I'm 
very angry and Tm very frightened," 
her father, Gary Woodward, told 
the Independent yesterday. “But I 
can't let Louise see haw worried I 
am. She’s petrified.” 

Miss Woodward travelled to 
the US after a short course in child- 
care, during her year out. Last No- 
vember she moved in with the 
Eappen family in Boston, looking 
after two boys: Brendan, Z and 9- 
month-old Matthew. 

On February 4 police received 
an call from Miss Woodward, say- 
ing Matthew had become 3L He was 
taken to hospital, but died, after 
emergency surgery, five days later. 
According to police, she confessed 
that she may have shaken the baby 
after becoming frustrated by his cry- 
ing. She was taken into custody, 
charged with assault and battery, 
and subsequently murder, to which 
she is pleading not guilty. 

The case, according to the 
American media, is cut and dried 
The autopsy revealed a two-and-a- 
haif-inch fracture at the back of 
Matthews head which the prose- 
cution say was caused by a severe 
blow. The timing of the injury is the 


cornerstone erf the case against Miss 
Woodward; they say it occurred just 
hours before the baby got to hos- 
pital But Miss Woodward’s own 
- previously unpublished - testi- 
mony, which will tonight feature on 
Carlton's The Big Story, contradicts 
this. Matthew, she said had been 
crying all day. When she checked 
on him she found “he didn't look 
normal 1 think be had changed 
colour. I don’t think he was focus- 
ing 1 picked him up and he vom- 
ited So I assumed he choked” 

It was at this point, after giving 
him first aid, that she admitted to 
shaking him; not out of frustration, 
but in an attempL to save him. “I 
was just like, you know, Matthew. 
I was calling his name ... He wasn't 
doing anything.” The defence wOl 
argue that Matthew's head injury 
could have occurred two days ear- 



Miss Woodward in the US 
after studying child care 

her - when the nanny was not 
working. But a number of factors 
are hampering their case. 

Despite repeated requests, the 
Big Story discovered key samples 
of the baby’s brain have not been 
made available. A week ago Miss 
Woodward's lawyers were told that 
roughly 48 cm sq of the brain tis- 
sue had “gone missing"- doctors 
having apparently thrown it away. 
Judge Hiller Zobel ruled that this 
had happened “carelessly, not ma- 
liciously" and that it was "not prej- 


udicial", although the disappear- 
ance went against a court order. 
Stephen Jakobi, of the organisation 
Fair Trials Abroad says the court 
will hear another piece of evi- 
dence: that Matthew was found to 
have a week-old wrist fracture. - 

"Either there's some condition 
accounting for the fact that the wrist 
was fractured and the baby was cop- 
ing with it so that nobody noticed 
Or it could have been someone eke 
- it occurred while Louise wasn’t 
around, as far as we can work out 
All this adds up. to reasonable 
doubt," Mr Jakobi, who has been 
advising the family, said yesterday. 

But Miss Woodward’s lawyers 
have another problem: Matthew’s 
was buried before the defence 
team could perform an independent 
autopsy. Bernard Knight, one of 
Britain's leading pathologists, said: 
“What disturbs me is that there is 
no second autopsy, that some of the 
specimens seem to have v anis hed 
and that some-statements from the 
medical witnesses well before tri- 
al ... are so prejudicial The whole 
thing just seems wrong." 

From prison Miss Woodward 
recently agreed to a he detector test, 
after which the examiner said he 
was “95 per cent certain” she was 
truthful Judge Zobel ruled tbe re- 
sults inadmis sible. Miss Woodward 
has been refused bah, on grounds 
that she may try to free. Her moth- 
er. Sue, has been in Boston and vis- 
its daily to keep her spirits up. But 
due to the District Attorney’s de- 
cision to call her as a potential wit- 
ness, Mrs Woodward will not be 
allowed to see Louise for the whole 
three-week trial., a decision Gary 
Wbodward described yesterday as 
“a pretty low trick”. 

U I feel very bitter about that. 
There's no reason for them to call 
Sue. It just means she can't support 
Louise during the trial and she and 
I can’t support each other in court.” 

The strain of keeping a family 
together in such circumstances is 
beginning to telL “We’Ve had no life 
since February. We’re mentally, 
physically and financially drained," 
he said. 

The Big Story: “Presumed Guilty” will 
be shown tonight on HV at 7.30. 
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Harold Pinter, Anna 
Friel and a campaign 
to save a death row 
writer 

MUSIC 

Bob Dylan. He’s 
back. He’s in 
Bournemouth. Does 
it matter? 



Vaughan Williams. 
More European than 
English 



On trial: The court will hear that Louise Woodward could not cope with the baby’s crying 


Paris falls quiet as smog alert forces 
citizens to get out and walk 


A strange quiet fell on 
the streets of Paris 
yesterday. All private 
cars with even- 
numbered registration 
numbers were ordered 
off the roads after 
nitrogen dioxide 
pollution reached 
danger levels. John Uchftdd 
reports. 


Paris may be a conservative city 
but yesterday it helped to be 
odd. For the first lime, the gov- 
ernment enforced a new law 
against air pollution which 
bans, on alternate days, half of 
the private cars in the city and 
suburbs. Yesterday, only those 
cars with odd registration num- 
bers were allowed to drive. 

An estimated one million 
cars were ordered off the roads. 
Taxis, delivery vehicles, doc- 
tors, journalists and cars carry- 
ing more than three people 
were exempted. All public trans- 
port was free (the government 
footing the bill estimated at 
£150,000). First indications were 

that the restrictions were broad- 
ly respected, despite some con- 
fusion and a decision by the 
authorities to warn, rather than 
fine, offenders. Police said that 
traffic in Paris was 15 per cent 
down- on normal (it seemed 
even quieter). The Prime Mm- 



Breath of fresh air: A policeman co nfr onts a. Paris motorist 


isler, Lionel Jospin, and envi- 
ronment minister, Dominique 
Voynet, ostentatiously drove up 
to the weekly cabinet meeting 
at the Elysee Palace in an elec- 
tric car (also exempted). 

Atmospheric pollution fell 
dramatically. On Tuesday it 
exceeded 400 microgrammes of 
nitrogen dioxide per cubic me- 
tre of air, breaching for the first 
time the third level - “severe 
danger to public health" - laid 
down by a new taw on air pol- 
lution introduced in January. 
Nitrogen dioxide is produced al- 
most entirely by vehicle ex- 
hausts; it is produced in the 


greatest quantity by diesels, 
which represent one in four ve- 
hicles in the Paris area. France 
now recognises that it is paying 
heavily for a policy of encour- 
aging diesel cars, and subsidis- 
ing diesel fuel: a policy 
introduced in the 1980s in the 
mistaken belief that diesel en- 
gines were less dirty. 

Ms Voynet said the regula- 
tions had worked weft but a 
longer-term strategy was need- 
ed. She called for tighter EU 
standards on car exhausts and 
the development of electric 
cars. The health minister, 
Bernard Kouchner, said there 


should be permanent traffic re- 
strictions in Paris, including a 
ban on tourist coaches. 

Neither mentioned the one 
possible measure which might 
have a sharp effect: increasing 
tbe low level of tax on diesel 
fueL Such a move was consid- 
ered by the government this 
summer but shelved for fear of 
upsetring drivers and damaging 
French car-makers, still heavi- 
ly committed to diesel engines. 

A thousand police officers 
were deployed at checkpoints 
around and within the city. 
Offending motorists were 
warned that, next time, they 
faced a £100 fine. Favourite ex- 
cuses included the claim that 
the car had an “odd" number 
because it started with one, or 
because it carried the number 
75, the number which ends all 
Parisian car registrations. 

The Metro was crowded but 
a Dunkirk spirit reigned. On 
personal observation, passe d- i 
gers were unusually polite to 
one another and almost chatty. | 

The Communist trade union . 
federation, the CGT refused to 1 
abandon a one-day, partial 
strike, called to demand more 
investment in public transport 
The CGT decided, for strate- 
gic reasons, that it should ap- 
ply to ticket sellers and 
checkers. Over half of them 
stayed at home. Bui since trav- 
el was free anyway ... 

Satellite pictures, page II 


Noah’s flood may have begun in the Black Sea 


The Bible story of Noah and the Ark may 
have had a real basis, scientists have dis- 
covered. But it was not the world that was 
devastated - it was early farmers around 
the Black Sea. 

Researchers have discovered evidence 
that the area was overwhelmed fcy an. enor- 
mous deluge roughly 7,000 years ago - 
3,000 years before a Babylonian flood myth 
known as Gflgamesh, which in turn pre- 
dated the Biblical myth by roughly a thou- 
sand years. 

They reckon the flood was caused by 
the collapse of a huge "plug" of silt in the 


J < 


Bosphorus channel separating tbe Black 
Sea - then a freshwater lake - from the 
Mediterranean. The scientists reckon the 
incoming water would have had the force 
of 200 Niagaras, and made a roar that could 
be heard 60 miles away. 

More than 60,000 square kilometres of 
land would have been flooded within a few 
months. People displaced by the flood could 
have returned to Mesopotamia, with an 
apocalyptic tale that became a legend first 
for Babylonians and then the Hebrews. 

The key to the flood was the end of tbe 
last Ice Age about 10,000 years ago, when 


the first farmers began spreading from the 
Middle EasL Ocean levels would have been 
lower than today due to water trapped in 
glaciers and die colder oceans. 

Bill Ryan and Walt Pitman of Nov 
York’s Lamcmt-Doherty Earth Observatory 
wondered told New Scientist magazine, “As 
theglaciers melted and the sealevel rose, 
the ocean might have come pouring 
through. At first it might have been just a 
trickle, but pretty soon it would have cut 
a pretty deep channel and come rushing 
in [to the Black Sea]." 

Charter Arthur, Sdence Editor 
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Directors tell why Hollywood could end up a lost world 


C 


U 



Focus of anger: Martin 
Scorcese with Sharon 
Stone (left) on the set 
of Casino, and Spite 
Lee (right), who hit 
out at Rupert 
Murdoch, saying that 
soon he would ‘own 
everything in the 
whole world - next 
year? 

Phonographs; Ronald 
Grant Archive 


Overpaid actors, 
interfering studios and 
the threat of Rupert 
Murdoch. Some of 
Hollywood's best-known 
directors have spilled 
the beans. David Lister , 
arts news editor, reports 
on friction in Tinseltown 


They are among the biggest and 
richest characters in the world 
of movies. But they have re- 
vealed themselves to be frus- 
trated. fractious and 


despondent about the future of 
the film industry, and fed up 
with the funny money being 
paid to Hollywood’s biggest 
stars. 

They also admit that it is 
nigh impossible to make an ar- 
tistically satisfying mid-budget 
film which does not have a big 
star or a merchandising spin off. 

Hollywood directors in- 
cluding Martin Scorccse, Oliv- 
er Stone. Robert Altman. Barry 
Levinson and Spike Lee hit out 
in a round-table discussion for 
this month s edition of Premiere 
magazine. 

The comments are un- 


Microsoft makes first move 
into British PC market 


The battle for 
supremacy in the 
personal computer 
market is intensifying 
with the high street 
electrical chain Dixons 
about to start selling a 
PC branded with the 
famous Microsoft name. 

Michael Harrison reports. 


In two weeks' lime, a personal 
computer will go on sale in 
1 Britain that not only runs on Mi- 
crosoft software bui also carries 
the Microsoft brand. This is not 
the first time that Microsoft has 
lent its name to a PC -it has car- 
ried out similar experiments be- 
fore, twice in the United States 
and once in Poland. 

But this will be the first time 
it has happened in Britain, and 
the computer industry expects 
it to generate a great deal of in- 
terest. Microsoft, founded by 
the legendary Bill Gates, is 
teaming up with Vi glen Tech- 
nology, the company that rose 
from the ashes of Alan Sugar's 
Amsirad, to market the new 


range of PCs. The Viglen 
Home Pro Microsoft range will 
be aimed squarely at first-time 
buyers and will be available 
throughout 250 Dixons, Currys 
and PC World stores. 

Microsoft long since grew 
into the world's biggest software 
producer, outstripping rivals 
such as Lotus and Word Per- 
fect. But now it sees an oppor- 
tunity to drive home its 
dominance even further. 

David Svendson, managing 
director of Microsoft Limited, 
says: "It marks an important 
step in the way we are able to 
reach our customers who need 
software for use in the home. 
By working with Vigjen Tech- 
nology we can introduce cus- 
tomers Lo our top titles and 
begin to have a longer rela- 
tionship.’' 

The Viglen-Microsoft PC 
is being manufactured at a 
purpose built factory in Alper- 
ton, west London and output is 
projected to reach 50,000 in the 
next year. It will sell for between 
£1,599 and £3.500 and will be 
ready to run on Microsoft’s 
Windows 98 when that is 
launched. 

The deal represents a UK 


first for Microsoft, but it also 
marks a change in strategy for 
Viglen, which is now the coun- 
try’s biggest manufacturers of 
PCs and has, until now, sup- 
plied direct to customers. 

When Amstrad acquired 
Viglen three years ago it also 
stopped selling its computers 
through high street stores, ex- 
asperated at the margins re- 
tailers demanded and switched 
to direct sales. Now, however, 
Viglen is renewing its rela- 
tionship with the retailers who 
still account for two-thirds of all 
computers sold. 

TTieway computers arc sold 
is rapidly changing Earlier this 
week. PC World launched a di- 
rect sales operation while the 
computer manufacturer Com- 
paq has also started selling di- 
rect. Meanwhile one of the big 
players in the PC-direct market. 
Tiny, has opened some UK re- 
tail stores. 

Bordan Tkacbuk. Viglen’s 
chief executive, says: “If we can 
get a foot in both camps we can 
sell to the first time buyer who 
prefers to shop in the high 
street and the experienced 
user who is more at ease buy- 
ing direct." 


Virtual reality makes theatre booking just the ticket 


No more paying through the 
nose for what turn out to be 
lousy seats at the theatre. In- 
stead, customers will soon be 
able to “scout out" venues in 
advance, roaming through 
three dimensional virtual real- 
ity sealing charts to take their 
pick of the choicest spots. 

America’s leading ticket or- 
dering service. Ticketmaster. 
has teamed up with Intel to de- 
velop the technology to take the 
rirfc out of advance booking. A 
new online service to be 
launched next spring will offer 
buyers “point of view" order- 
ing - a chance to see how dose 

seats are to the stage. 

The system wfll be linked to 
Ticketmaster’s existing Web 


site, Ticketmaster Online. With 
over 13 million users every 
month, it is already one of the 
most frequently hit sites in the 
US. “The success of Ticket- 
master Online, which now sells 
over $3m worth of tickets per 
month, inspired the creation of 
this new service, which will 
help us meet the growing de- 
mand for computer-based tick- 
eting," said Fredric Rosen, 
president and chief executive 
officer. 

Work is currently under way 
on producing sophisticated 3D 
virtual interiors of theatres, 
concert halls and stadiums 
around the country. Ticket- 
master hopes to co-operate 
with Intel to create represen- 


tations of venues the length and 
breadth of the United States. 

In addition to virtual reali- 
ty graphics, a range of services 
will be on offer to subscribers, 
including listings and enter- 
tainment news. Everything 
from Broadway shows to sport- 
ing events and rode concerts will 
be covered, said Ticketmaster. 

A Web site for the UK is Cur- 
rently in the pipeline, and the 
Los Angeles office is co-oper- 
ating with London staff to de- 
velop an Internet ticketing 
service which will augment the 
existing call centre by the end 
of this winter. This follows the 
successful development of a 
similar site in Australia earlier 
(bis year. — Tbn Large 
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usually frank and spare neither 
employers nor employees. 
Nora Ephron, director of Sleep- 
less In Seattle, accused the stu- 
dios of “cheating everybody 
with accounting." She says: 
“The accounting on Sleepless is 
breathtaking. It grossed $220m 
worldwide, cost $21 m, and is 
currently showing $3m in prof- 
its. Tbtai. WeVe had to audit 
them twice, and every check I 
have gotten from them cost me 
an astronomical amount in le- 
gal fees.’’ 

Barry Levinson ( Diner, 
Rain Man and Sleepers) talks of 
the dominance of marketing. 


saying: “The 30-second televi- 
sion spot is probably the most 
dominant element in the busi- 
ness today. If you were making 
On The Waterfront now, the ex- 
ecutives would be thinking . My 
God, how in the world are we 
going to produce a 30-second 
spot? Does it have any kind of 
merchandising potential? Gan 
it be a video game? Can it be 
a computer kind of game? As 
opposed to being a movie. So 
what you're getting now are 
more simplistic films that yon 
can sell more easily." 

Robert Altman (The Play- 
er, PretA Porter) is enthusiasti- 


cally supportive and adds a 
swipe at Steven Spielberg. 
“This Lost World, I haven’t 
seen it, but I haven't met any- 
body, even children, who 
doesn’t think it’s just dreadful 
But everybody wants to go see 
the dinosaurs. So it's amuse- 
ment park time. listen, times 
are bad and getting worse. And 
I don’t think it’s going to get any 
better. You know, there's not 
going to be any renaissance.” 

And Malcolm X director 
Spike Lee demonstrates either 
inside knowledge or an ad- 
vanced degree of paranoia 
when he says: “What is an in- 


dependent film nowadays? 
With Miramax owned by Dis- 
ney and now October bought by 
Universal, all the little people 
are being gobbled up ... Even- 
tually Mr Murdoch [Rupert 
Murdoch, head of 20th Centu- 
ry Fox and News Internation- 
al} he's going to own everything 
in the whole world — next year! 
Not just the next three years, 
but next year." 

However, the greatest 
breaking of Hollywood ranks 
comes in the directors' attack 
on the fat salaries being paid Lo 
the acting stars. 

The table of actors’ fees per 


picture in Premiere shows that 
Tom Cruise can now command 
$20m per picture (compared to 
just $2m 10 years ago). Harri- 
son Ford and John Travolta are 
also in the $20m league, Demi 
Moore $14m, Julia Roberts 
and Sigourney Weaver Si 3m. 
Eddie Murphy $16m. Meryl 
Streep $8m and Goldie Hawn 
$5m. 

Asked why costs have es- 
calated so rapidly and so wild- 
ly, Oliver Stone responds: 
“Because of a lot of second-tier 
actors who are asking SI 2m for 
a picture. It's absurd. I think ac- 
tors are mostly pigging out. 


frankly. Over the years I’ve 
been offered the big movies, but 
I never took the money like 
that. Scorcese adds: “The 
problem is if you’re going to pay 
an actor S20m. they're going to 
do something that's tried-and- 
rue, very conservative materi- 
al He has to go through the 
ABCD route of thepbUa nd it's 
got to be action-adventure. 
And he’s got to be able to come 
out okay at the end. And the 
bad guy's got to get killed in 
special ways. Nobody's going to 
take any chances. Yon've just 
got to top the one that came out 
six months before." 


SAVE UP TO 25% OFF SELECTED 
BURGLAR ALARMS. 


RCSP0MSE 

Protector 

400 

Wireless 

Alarm 

System 

Wb£UW 

NowE!l?95 



THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE^H 

1-WkVlliBASI 



§3 

:v 


33? 


M0NDAY-THUR5DAY 8AM-8PM • FRIDAY 8AM-9PM • SATURDAY 8AM-8PM • SUNDAY 10AM-APM: 

Sm taw mty M b* mfeMi at nodar wrt* PInh dwfc brtn Prefects Mid m*, my In North** IreUnd and Bn ’Sum i» 

Plme cad 04*5 BN 8tD dwtag B»ei taw* hr fetfcfr your natreat (ton. Print iMfteri techidf dbcourt ILtgM Mb nst tnduam tEidirfn pfetosfcs. 








THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 

2 OCTOBER 1 997 


6/NEWS 




Terrorism Act may be watered down 


A revised Prevention of Terrorism 
Act - possibly ending extended 
questioning without charge - was 
signalled yesterday by Mo Mowlam, 
the Northern Ireland Secretary, 

24 hours after announcing plans to 
end internment, writes Patricia Wynn 
Davies, Legal Affairs Editor. This 
has prompted an angry response 
from the Unionists. 


Terrorise are changing their tactics and the 
Government wants to see what lessons can 
be learnt from elsewhere when drafting new 
laws. Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary said yesterday. 

Ms Mowlam told BBC Radio Five Live 
that the Government would look at how Eu- 
rope and the United States were responding 
to terrorism. “The Prevention of Terrorism 
Act should go and we should look at new leg- 
islation that responds to new forms of ter- 
rorism. That is what we will be looking at in 
the weeks and months ahead." 

In fact. Labour's lengthy opposition to the 
annually renewable Act - which allows police 
to arrest people and question them for up to 
seven days without charge -was reversed last 
year when Jack Straw, then shadow home sec- 
retary, and Tbny Blair recommended for (he 
first time in 15 years that Labour MPs abstain. 
But the concession came just a fortnight af- 
ter the IRA bombed Canary Wharf, and a cou- 


ple of months later, Labour was embarrassed 
by a backbench rebellion over its decision to 
abstain on a Bill to give police new powers 
to stop and search for terrorist devices. 

Within days, however, Mr Straw declared 
that another key provision in the PTA, allowing 
for exclusion orders from the UK mainland, 
went “a stage too far" when dealing with peo- 
ple who had not been convicted of any offence. 

Spokesmen for the Northern Ireland Of- 
fice and the Home Office confirmed yester- 
day that the Government was looking at the 
future of the PTA as well as the 1973 Emer- 
gency Provisions Act, which indudes the pow- 
er of internment and other Northern Ireland 
security measures. 

Ken Maginnis, the Ulster Unionists’ se- 
curity spokesman described Ms Mowlam’s re- 
marks as disturbing, saying: “It appears [she] 
has no concept of the importance of the talks 
process if she is determined to pre-empt every 
aspect of that process by vague but disturb- 
ing utterances. 1 find it offensive that she is 
pontificating about issues which should be 
dealt with in the talks." Changes in anti-ter- 
rorist legislation were '‘dearly a ransom paid 
to keep the IRA at the table", he added. 

John Wadhara, director of Liberty, 
urged^The PTA and the EPA should go, full 
stop. We do not need a separate criminal jus- 
tice system for alleged ‘political’ crimes. Ques- 
tions should be asked as to whether people 
who are suspected of bombing of killing for 
political reasons should have less rights than 
those motivated by greed Wfe need a fair crim- 
inal justice system for all" 



Mask off terror: *New law required to respond to new threat* Photograph: Pacemaker 
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‘Searchlight’ founder jailed 
for stealing from clients 

A top solicitor, whose charity work repeated^ brought him 
into contact with the Late Princess of Wales and the Duchess 
of York was jailed for 18 months yesterday for plundering 
efieuts' accounts ofmore than £2 XS.OOO. . 

Lewis Ruskin, % founder the anti-racist magazine 
SearthBgfrt, used the cash to keep his afling practice afloat 
Some of it came foam the estates of people who had died 
while the rest was taken from damages awards to a gjri with 
cerebral palsy and a boiWmgworker.mjured ’foiling off scaf- 
folding. lb conceal some of his dishonesty he “cooked the 
books” with fictitious documents and a forged letter, South- 
wark Grown Court was told.The lawyer lung his bead as 
Judge George Bathurst-Normau told him he had effective- 
ly been trying to “milk the kitly dry”. 

“No matter how severe the problems of cashflow, no so- 
licitor has the right to keep his practice afloat at the expense 
of his clients,” Judge Bathurst-Nonnan said. . 

Credit cards get smart 

The 97 million credit and debit cards with magnetic stripes 
now being used in Britain will be replaced over the next three 
years by “smart cards" containing a microchip, following tri- 
als which began yesterday in Northampton and Dun- 
fermline. The trials by 15 members of the banking industry, 
including Barclays Bank, NatWest, Lloyds Bank, the Hali- 
fax and Abbey National, will test cards which use a chip em- 
bedded in the face of the card to store the data usually held 
on the black magnetic stripe on the back. 

During the tests, more than 100,000 new cards will be is- 
sued, and 600 retailers be given equipment able to read the 
chips directly. The banks say that the major advantage of the 
new cards is that they offer better security against counter- 
feiting, because it is more expensive to counterfeit a “smart 
card” than one with a magnetic stipe, and a chip can have 
extra features such as passwords built in. 

For the future, smart cards offer a wide range of other 
fractions. They could also operate as cash cards, storing “cash" 
in the form of encrypted numbers. The private company Mon - 
dot. which is not involved in these trials, alreadyofferssmart 
cards which work as “electronic purses”, able to. store, pay 
and receive “e-cash” But e-cash has had a slow take up be- 
cause financial organisations have been wary about securi- 
ty. Visa and Mastercard have also begun offering “smart” 
credit cards which can also store cash since last year. 

The UK’s deariog banks and building societies have 97 
milli on cards in circulation at present, all with expiry dates 
in the next couple of years. — Charles Arthur 

Roman armour unearthed 

The first suit of Roman chain-mail armour ever found in 
Britain has been unearthed inside a Roman fort in South 
Shields near Newcastle. Its one of only seven complete ex- 
amples known from the entire Roman world. 

The suit - consisting of an estimated 30,000 iron rings - 
was discovered by archaeologist inside what is believed to 
have been a junior officer's room in a barrack block near 
the eastern wall of the fort. It is an important piece in the 
jigsaw of archaeological evidence which is shedding new light 
on a 1. 700-year-old mystery. Excavations carried out byiyne 
and Wear Museums Service have revealed that all the bar- 
rack Modes were burnt down in around 3 00 AD. Up till now 
archaeologist thought they had been deliberately demolished 
to make way for newer buddings. Now, however, the pat- 
tern of fire damage and the fact that a valuable suit of ar- 
mour was left inside one of the buddings suggests that the 
fire was either accidental or more probably the result of en- 
emy action. If further analysis of the evidence confirms that 
the fort was attacked it would have far-reaching consequences 
for future understanding of the history of late Roman Britain. 

It would strengthen the arguments of those academics who 
believe that external Barbarian attacks on Roman Britain 
started in the late third century AD rather than three gen- 
erations later in the mid fourth. — David Keys 
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Mossad’s bungle 
leads to Israel losing 
captured prize 


Last Thursday, two 
men on Canadian 
passports tried to 
assa »inate a Hamas 
leader in Jordan. King 
Hussein believes that 
the attackers belong 
to Mossad, the Israeli 
intelligence agency. 

Patrick Cockburn 
reports that the 
failed assassination 
appears to have led 
directly to the 
release of Sheikh 
Yassin. 



It all began at 7.15am on 25 p 
September in the Hila El-Ali i 
district of Amman, the Jor- I 
danian capital, when Khalid \ 
MeshaL the head of the po- \ 
litical bureau of Hamas, was 1 
entering a building which i 
contains his office. He was ac- 
companied by three of his 
seven children and his i 
bodyguards. 

In the entrance, two men 
approached him and one 
stepped forward swiftly and 
touched him with what is de- 
scribed as “an apparatus” on 
the chest. Mr Meshal 
screamed with pain and fell 
to the ground. His body- 
guards attacked the two men. 
smashing the glasses of one 
of them. But they were unable 
to prevent them driving away 
in a Hyundai, said to contain 
three other men. 

The bodyguards pursued 
and more than a mile away 
came across the assailants, ap- 
parently changing cars. There 
was a Bght in which one of the 
men who attacked Mr Meshal 
was hurt. Surprisingly no 
shots were fired by either side. 
The Jordanian police arrest- 
ed all involved in the fracas. 

In the police station it 
emerged that the two men un- 
der arrest carried Canadian 
passports and has been stay- 
ing in the Intercontinental a 
luxury hotel in the centre of 
Amman. Two other Canadi- 
ans who were slaying with 
them did not return to the bo- 
ld. abandoning their luggage, 
and may have been the oth- 
er men in the car. When Ca- 
nadian embassy officials 
visiied the two prisoners in jail 
thev said they wanted no 
diplomatic assistance. The 


Spiritual leader of 
Hamas released 


names of the Canadians have I I 
not been released. I I 

Meanwhile, Mr Meshal 1 I 
had been removed to bospi- 1 | 
tal. Dr Abdel Aziz Ramisi. I | 
the Hamas leader in Gaza. I I 
told 77 il' Independent that at I I 
the time of the attack: “Me- I 1 
shal felt noises in his cars. I I 
then after two hours drowsi- I I 
ness, nausea and vomiting. In J 1 
hospital he began to feel res- I 
piraton' failure which turned I 
to suffocation so he had lobe 1 j 

put on a respirator. We he- j | 
licve they wanted to kill him, I 
but make it look as if he died J 
naturally.” 1 

Earlier this week, a furi- I 
ous King Hussein of Jordan | 
is reported to have tele- I 
phoned Benj’amin Nc- I 
lanyahu. the Israeli Prime 1 
Minister, demanding to know I 
what kind of nerve gas was J 
used by Israeli agents oh Mr j 
Meshal so the correct anti- J 
dote could be administered by j 
Jordanian doctors. I 

Israel has neither admit- 1 
ted nor denied being behind I 
the assassination bid. but Is- I 
raelt radio reports that last I 
Sunday Jordan’s Crown I 
Prince Hassan visited Israel J 
to arrange an exchange of J 
Sheikh Yassin for the two cap- 1 
tured Mossad agents. I 

On Monday, Dr Rantisi I 
told The Independent that 
Hamas viewed the attack on I 
Mr Meshal, if it was con- 1 

firmed that it was carried out J 
i by Israeli agents, as it did the I 
i assassination of Yahyah | 
Ayyash. Both actions called 1 
1 for revenge by Hamas against 1 
t Israel. In retaliation for the I 
- killing of Ayyash four suicide I 
; bombers killed 58 people. \ 
j By releasing Sheikh Yassin, I 
J Israel will hope to pacify I 
3 King Hussein, prevent more 
.. Hamas bombs and avertthe j 

danger of Sheikh Yassin dy- 
ing in Israeli custody. Hamas. I 

it said he had gone on hunger 
t- strike some days ago. 
j n Denying a deal withlsrael, 

y. Samir Mutawae, the Jordan- 
a ian information minister, said | 
3 f that the two Canadians would 
li- be put on triaL If Mossad was 

Lh involved then the attempted 
o- assassination of Mr Meshal 
p, will be most disastrous inci- 
h’ dent in its history. Given that 
a- the Prime Minister would 
, is probably have authorised 
ail such an operation there wui 
no also be damage to Mr 
he Netanyahu's reputation. 
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A picture 


of Sheikh Yassin taken in his prison ail in December last year 


from prison 

. peace proce 

Israel yesterday sources say he — 

pardoned Sheikh Ahmed -^^primariy to a botched 
y^ssin, the spiritual Israeli attempt » 

asssr 

Islamic militant in 

organisation. Sheikh Yassin, who 

King Hussein of founded Hamas, rc^( 

Jordan asked for his ^ suicide bomb arts 

release, reportedly in have 

exchange for two Israeli ■*««-“£ 

intelligence agents. mjjn! than 

Patrick Cockburn, in Speaking by phone u 

Jerusalem, examines the ^ he said: “We 

deal behind Sheikh and all the Palestiiii 

Yassin’s release. 

our own soil. 

Early yesterday morning the 
frail figure or 61-year-old 
Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, unable do ^ J. 

to move his limbs and almost hfcprese Yasser 

stone deaf, was carried on a 

stretcher from his prison mis- ^S^ Hamaj 

racl where he has been since haKhfy vnto nam 
1989, to a Jordanian military he- state M 
licopier. which flew him to Musa AbuMarzo. 

Amman where he was met by HM 

ffii statement sud stAcfor the tas. £ 
p that he was being released to said: Isra y 


founded 

the suicide bomb attacks which 
have done much to derail peace 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians, sounded 
more coherent than expected. 
Speaking by phone to reporters 
inGazahesaid: “We salute you 
and all the Palestinian people 
in the occupied land and. God 
railing , we will meet soon on 
our own soil. 

If Sheikh Yassin does return 
to Gaza, which can only be 
done with Israel’s permission, 
his presence will make it more 
difficult for Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, to deal 
harshly with Hamas. The exact 
state of his health is unclear. 
Musa Abu Maizook, another 
Hamas leader, said Sheikh 
Yassin had been on hunger 
strike for the last five days. He 
said: “Israel always exports its 


problems and I think it wanis 

10 export the health prebtemot 
Sheikh Yassin. 4 * . , .* 

At first Sheikh Yassin s wue 
Halima cried on hearing the 
news of his release, saying; 
“This deportation is an oroer 

of separation between burned 

his family.” However Mr Mar- 
zook, a senior Hamas leader, 
said Jordan would not have ac- 
cepted Sheikh Yassin unless tuS 
transfer was a stepping stone m 
his return to Gaza. 

Sheikh Yassin founded 
Hamas - the name is an 

acronym of the IslamicRes®- 

tance Movement - in 1988 at tin- 
start of the Palestinian Inttia- 
da as a wing of the long-estab- 
lished Muslim Brothers in 
Palestine. The organisation 

only shifted to military acoon 
slowly in 1992 and in 1994 be- 
gan. through its military branch, 
Lnedine ai-Qassem, to launch 
its first suicide bomb attacks. 
Before the Palestinian intifada 
Israel encouraged Islamic fun- 
damentalists like Sheikh Yassin 
■ in the hope of weakening sec- 
• ular nationalists like Yasser 
s Arafat, the leader of Lhe PLO. 


PRISO N LEAGUE 

Israel holds 3.648 Palestinian 
prisoners, according to Is- 
raeli figures. Since signing 
the framework peace accord 
with the PLO in September 
1993, it has freed 7.544 Pales- 
tinians. , . 

This is a breakdown ot pris- 
oners released by Israel as con- 
-fidence-buflding measures or in 
fulfilment of peace deals. 

- 700 freed by January 1994 
as a confidence building mea- 
sure after the framework peace 

deal and ahead of further talks. 

-4,900 by mid-June 1994 in 
fulfilment of a provision in the 
May 4, 1994, agreement setting 
. up self-rule in most of the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

- 1,000 in October 1995. ful- 
filling the first stage release 
called for in the. September 
1995 West Bank deal. 

- - 913 ahead of Palestinian 
elections in January 1996 which, 
according to Israel, fulfilled 
the second stage release called 
for in the West Bank deal. 

- 30 women prisoners in Feb- 
ruary 1996 in partial fulfilment 
of the Hebron deal. 
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Prescott 

stands firm 
on privatised 

rail network 


John Prescott had the 
task of heading off a 
conference vote in 
favour of nationalising 
Raiitrack. Colin Brown. 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, saw the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
in vintage form. 


John Present t warned the two 
rail unions pushing for nation- 
alisation that it would cost 
£4.5bn of taxpayers’ money 
thai would be better spent on 
rail services and hospitals. 

“I can t in all honesty go to 
the Cabinet and ask them to 
treat this purchase as a priori- 
ty next year, over hospitals, or 
even railway safety," he said. 

He also tore up the Tories’ 
franchising rules in a dramat- 
ic gesture on the platform, and 
announced he was introducing 
new rules, which could allow 
public operators to ran railway 
services for the first time since 
privatisation. 

The change in the rales 
could allow the British Rail 
Board for the first time to bid 
for the franchises when they 
end after .seven years, or if they 
are surrendered by private 
companies running into finan- 
cial difficulty as the £2bn-a-year 
subsidies arc phased out. 

But Mr Prescott's main task 
was to head off the alliance of 
Jimmy Knapp's RMT union 
and Aslef, led by Lew Adams, 
to commit the Labour Gov- 
ernment to returning Raiitrack 
into public ownership “early 
within its first term of office". 

There was warm applause 
for speakers who supported 
the move, but Mr Prescott per- 


suaded the unions to remit the 
motion, with a promise that he 
would return to next year’s 
conference with plans for re- 
turning the railways to public 
control by a variety of routes, 
*™cb are expected to fail short 
of direct ownership. 

Mr Prescott said taking 
Jfafltrack into public ownership 
^°uld put half a million pounds 
in the pockets of the company's 
directors, including its chair- 
man, Sir Robert Horton, and 
other board members who in- 
cluded Archie Norman, the 
Asda chief, now a Tory MP and 
vice-chairman of the Conserv- 
ative Party. 

"I don’t believe you really 
want me to use public money 
next year to make fat cats even 
fatter," he said. 

The Secretary of Slate for 
Environment, Transport and 
the Regions also assured the 
conference that he had reject- 
ed wholesale privatisation of 
London UndeigroundL but in a 
clear signal the Government 
may go for partial privatisation. 

■ he said he wanted to bring in 
some private capital to mod- 
ernise the Tube system. “£7bn 
of investment to modernise 
our London Underground will 
involve some hard decisions," 
he added. 

The debate also heard ap- 
peals for tougher action on 
countering pollution. Michael 
Meacher, the environment 
minister, said a new world- 
wide understanding was need- 
ed on global warming. 
Welcoming his remarks. 
Friends of the Earth said he had 
failed to explain whether the ac- 
tion promised by Britain, to re- 
duce C02 emissions by 20 per 
cent by 2010 was conditional on 
action by other countries. 



Crime statistics overhaul 


A fundamental overhaul of the way the official crime statistics 
are calculated was announced yesterday by Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary. Addressing a Police Federation fringe meet-. 
ing, Hr Straw said the new system of counting would pro- 
duce a more accurate picture of true crime levels. 

The changes, the first since 1980, are expected to lead to 
higher overall figures, reflecting more closely the findings of 
the independent British Crime Survey. 

The previous system, based on crime recorded by police, 
was criticised for the way a string of offences committed by 
an offender could end up being counted as Just one crime. 

Mr Straw said the new system would be broadly based on 
the principle of "one crime per victim" - equating the num- ' 
ber of crimes recorded to the number of victims. 

He saidd the twice yearly publication dates would be sec 
according to a fixed formula, ending the scope for ministers, 
to manipulate their publication for political advantage. 


SEEN & HEARD 


Tony Banks, the Sports Minister, was forced to apologise 
to William Hague, after he had called him a "foetus" at a fringe 
meeting Having said that Conservative MPs had "elected a foe- 
tus as party leader”, the outspoken minister then added: “I bet 
there’s a lot of Tory MPS that wish they hadn't voted against 
abortion now." 

Mr Banks said in a later statement: This was a tasteless' lie-; 
mark, uttered off the cuff, which I acknowledge caused offence 
and for which I fully apologise.” 

A Conservative Party spokesman said the remark had been 
“utterly distasteful". Sir Teddy Tayior, Conservative HP for . j 
Southend East and Rochford, said: "This is little more than sa- 
loon-bar vulgarity, if Hr Banks is going to bring back this Idnd 
of filthy and offensive language into British politics. It won’t do 
anyone any good. At least Mr Hague is a gentleman.” . . ■ 
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Gown and out: Protesters against student loans with petitions outside the conference hall Photograph: Brian Harris 


“Charlie is the youngest person ever to address a Labour con- 
ference. Ail I can say is, ‘William Hague, eat your heart’out" 
David Blunkett introducing Charlie Nobbs, an II -year-old 
whose speech on his reading summer school beat Mr Hkgue, 
who addressed the Tory conference at 16, by five years. 


Minimum wage to be lower for younger workers 


Peter Mandelson 
announced that the 
national minimum wage 
be lower for younger 
workers. Barrie dement. 
Labour Editor, watched 
the minister without 
portfolio bounce back 
into controversy. 


ter Mandelson, Mr Monks 
warned against the proposal 
which be believes would alien- 
ate new voters in the next elcc- 


John Monks, TUC leader, de- 
scribed the plan to apply a low- 
er national minimum wage to 
the undcr-25s as “dynamite". 
Speaking on a platform with PL-- 


uon. 

After the fringe meeting, he 
said that many young workers 
had children and a foil range of 
adult responsibilities and there- 
fore needed to be covered by 
statutory adult pay rates. 

Margaret Beckett. Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, last 
week sent a memorandum to 
the Low Pay Commission 
which will advise the Cabinet on 
a national minimum wage, ask- 
ing it to “consider" a lower rate 


for those under the age of 25. 
In his speech to the meeting on 
the relationship between 
unions and government, Mr 
MandeLson said that a different 
statutory minimum “wBI" apply 
to the young. 

Later, Mr Mandelson, who 
Jon Monday failed to win a seat 
on the National Executive 
Committee, tried to draw the 
sting from his remarks. 

He said the Government did 
not wish to see the policy pro- 
vide a "disincentive" for young 
people to stay on in education 
and training or to restrict em- 
ployment opportunities. 


“Therefore we have asked the 
Commission to consider care- 
fully this area." 

He said that whatever “in- 
terpretation" had been placed 
on his remarks, it was up to the 
Commission to make recom- 
mendations on lower rates or 
exemptions for young people. 

The TUC believes that the 
statutory minimum should be 
applied it* all “fully trained" 
adults and is calling for the rate 
to be struck at more than £-} an 
hour. Yesterday some ministers 
were indicating that the limit 
might be 0.85. 


Seen in the conference shop: Sets of mugs for £17.50, each 
bearing one of Labour's five election pledges. But "Waiting lists 
will be shorter" has mysteriously become Treat more NHS pa- 
tients." (see picture opposite) 


Todayh agenda? 


i Robin Cook defends his ethical foreign policy against accusations that he 
las not been tough enough in applying rt. 

i Clare Short pro m is e s more money for landmine clearance in a debate on 
development issues. 

i George Robertson advocates maintaining strong armed forces as" ' * 

delegates talk about defence Issues. 

I Jade Strew promises tough measures to tackle crime. . !. , 


And on the fringe: 


« / 


1 Jack Straw debates die European Convention on Human Rights widi die 
Law Society and Liberty. 

I David Trimble, the Ulster Unionist leader, oBcs about che way ahead for 
die Northern Ireland peace process. 

• Frank Field, soda! security minister, talks about radical solutions to die 
pensions problem. 

i Left Briefing holds its annual “politically incorrect' quiz with prizes and • 
raffle. “ ' 
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Whjat if ... the Blair Project really works? 
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an answer. That answer is theares 
duced to a straightforward message, 
the means of delivery are decided, and 
tne necessary action is taken to exe- 
cute it 

The Northern Ireland talks 
process, Bank of England indepen- 
dence on interest rates, the devolu- 
tion referendum votes are three 

prime examples of the process at vvork. 

In the election, Mr Biair made a 
number of key promises for imple- 
mentation during the couree of the 
curtem, five-year Parliament. There 
was a time when John Major 
promised that he would not slap val- 
ue-added tax on fuel; a devaluation 
of political promise that Mr Blair is 
determined not to repeat. 

So what if class sizes are cut to 30 
or under for 5-, 6-, and 7-year-olds? 
Wbat if 250,000 under-25s ran be 
switched from benefits to work? 
What if NHS waiting lists can be re- 
duced by treating an extra 100.000 pa- 
tients? Of comse, that would make 
a difference to education, the econ- 
omy, 3nd the NHS. 

They are changes that are designed 
as a first step on a rather more sig- 
nificant road - leading to a reform of 
the welfare state that leaves more of 
the middle classes looking after them- 



Promises, promises: Ambitious, perhaps, but the Government's programme may yet be achievable 


Phonograph: Brian Harris 


selves and their pensions; leading to 
a reform of the constitution that re- 
ally could create a “ 21 st century of the 
radicals”, with the Tories out of of- 
fice as much as Labour has been dur- 
ing the 20th century, leading to a 
return of a sense of community and 
social values, with a restoration of the 
family to its former glory. 

All of that, and more, is on the 
long-term Blair agenda, to create “the 
model 21st century nation, a beacon 
to the world”. Nothing will be allowed 
to get in the way. When Mr Blair and 
his colleagues come across an obsta- 
cle. they either dismantle it, blow it 
up, or go round it until it can be re- 
moved. 

If policy is unpopular or imprac- 
tical, it is dropped; if the unions get 
in the way, they are sidelined, if the 
House of Lor* threatens to get in the 


way, it will be “reformed”; if the press 
needs to be on side, seduce the pro- 
prietors ; and if civil servants arc not 
on side, they will be shifted or “re- 
tired”. 

To the consternation of some of- 
ficials, ministers have broken with de- 


BY ANTHONY 
BEVINS 


panmeatal loyalties, and they are 
actually working together, as a team, 
as they did in opposition, to achieve 
Labour's targets. 

The Prime Minister's dose cabi- 
net colleagues, and his friends, say that 
the key to Mr Blair is his normality. 


But in politics, normality is abnormal. 

The natural way in which Mr 
Blair responded to the death of Di- 
ana, Princess of Wales, is cited as an 
example of his instinctive approach, 
“tapping in" to the feelings and 
thoughts of the party, and population 
at large. It is no coincidence that he 
has been to more Brighton “fringe" 
meetings this week than any other 
leader for 30 years. 

There, on the fringe, everywhere 
he goes, he listens. And when be talks, 
he does not need high drama, or 
shock- horror tactics to put his case; 
the message on education, health, wel- 
fare, employment, and crime is kept 
simple and straight. Tough on crime, 
tough on the causes of crime was Mr 
Blair’s first example of the art-form; 
not so much a sound bite as a policy 
meal. 


But Mr Blair bas another secret, 
too. He bites off no more than he can 
chew. He limits his promises to the 
things be can achieve, and be believes 
that if he delivers on the fundamen- 
tals, like education and health, peo- 
ple will accept any pain that might 
have to be taken on things like tuition 
fees and self-help welfare. 

Mr Blair said on Tuesday: “On 1 
May 1997. ft wasn't just the Ibries who 
were defeated. Cynicism was defeat- 
ed." 

There, he was wrong. There are 
still many people who do not believe 
be will deliver; that he will be like all 
the rest of the politicians; a man of 
broken promises, broken dreams. 
Mr Blau is determined to be differ- 
ent If his track record is anything to 
go by. he could well succeed, and, 
then, only then, vanquish the cynics. 


Castle’s stand on 
pensions fails to dent 
party leadership 


Barbara Castle took the 

conference by storm 

yesterday with an attack 
on the leadership over 
pensions which won a 
standing ovation but left 
policy unchanged. Other 
potential conflicts were 
defused. 

Fran Abrams says the 
leadership now looks 
certain to finish its third 
consecutive conference 
without a single defeat. 


Rebels who had hoped to inflict 
punishment on the Govern- 
ment on pensions and on stu- 
dent fees failed yesterday, 
despite rousing speeches on the 
conference floor. Both groups 
withdrew without puling the is- 
sue to a vote after it became 
dear that they could not win. 

In separate developments 
yesterday, opponents of plans to 
cut smgj e mothers' benefits were 
denied the chance to put their 
case while campaigners for the 
renationalisation of Ra3 track 
also withdrew without a vote. 

Baroness Castte, a long-term 
campaigner for the restoration 
of link between pensions and in- 
flation. did not succeed in re- 
versing a decision taken last year 
to reject her pleas. However, she 
did succeed in setting alight a 
hitherto rather dull conference 
and in winning a standing ova- 


tion not only from thfi delegates 
but also from the Secretary of 
State for Social Security. Har- 
riet Harman. 

She urged delegates to stop 
the basic state pension “with- 
ering on the vine" and cast 
doubt on the validity of the ad- 
vice the government would re- 
ceive in its ongoing pensions 
review. “Who, in the end, will 
they listen to? Because I'm 
darned if I am going to hand toy 
social conscience over to the 
man from the Pro." she said. 

The endorsement of plans to 
charge graduates £1,000 for 
each year of their university ed- 
ucation marked a victory for the 
Education and Employment 
Secretary. David BJunkett The 
support of Labour Students 
for his plans put the final nail 
in the coffin of protests within 
the party. 

But Maria Exall of the Com- 
munication Workers’ Union 
said charging fees would deter 
many working class students 
from going to university. 

“Yes, we need a modern 
education system but on this is- 
sue we say clearly, Tony, you are 
wrong’,” she said. 

Despite talk earlier in the 
week of a knife-edge vote on 
student fees, none happened. 
The story was similar on other 
controversial issues. 

Galls for the Government to 
abandon plans to cut benefits 
for single parents also came to 
nothing after a decision was tak- 
en not to hold a full debate. 



Stirring; Barbara Castle’s speech won a standing ovation 


Britain takes leading role in drive 
to eradicate landmines 


Ministers will today 
announce a two-pronged 
initiative on landmines. 
After a ban on new 
British mines and its 
support for moves to do 
the same worldwide, 
the Government is now 
promising new funds to 
help with clearance 
work. Fran Abrams reports 


Tribute will be paid at the con- 
ference today to the work of the 
Princess of Wales against land- 
mines as minis ters reveal details 
of their own latest initiatives. 


The move by George 
Robertson, the Defence Secre- 
tary, and Clare Short, the In- 
ternational Development 
Secretary, marks a recognition 
that there is still a long way. to 
go on the issue. . 

Mr Robertson will an- 
nounce the creation of a new 
centre to provide information 
and training on landmines. He 
will give fuller details later this 
month. The centre will be run 1 
by the Ministry of Defence, hut 
it will be used by charities and 
mine clearance groups as well 
as academics. It wzS provide ad- 
vice and assistance to organi- 
sations such as the Red Cross 
as well as the Halo Thist and the 
Mines Advisory Group, which 
do mine clearance work. 


Mr Robertson will say: ^Tbe 
British army is among the 
world's leaders in miKtazy dem- 
ining, and in Bosnia and else- 
where is determined that its 
skills and experience can be ap- 
plied in support of humanitar- 
ian demining operations as 
well. 1 intend to build on that 
by increasing the assistance 
which the Army gives to those 
involved. 

Although the British army is 
not equipped of trained for hu- 
manitarian demining, as op- 
posed to the kind carried out in 
battle to allow troops through, 
Mr Robertson believes his de- 
partment could do more to 
help. However, the new centre 
will concentrate ongivingadvice 
and assistance to others rather 


than involving British soldiers 
directly in the work. 

Ms Short trill announce in 
her speech to the conference 
that the £5xn her department 
spends on humanitarian demi- 
ning pn^ectswiU be doubled to 
£10m over the next three years. 

She will aba announce a new 
forestry project in Indonesia 
which will signal the direction 
that her department intends to 
take over supplying aid to that 
country. 

In the past, Britain has con- 
centrated more of its aid on in- 
frastructure programmes, often 
through the controversial Aid 
and Trade programme. It is 
hoped that in future more of the 
poorer people in Indonesia will 
feel the benefit 
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Tony and Peter's religious police would do Iran proud 


lucation, education, education 
lever became of you? David Blun- 
ts standing ovation yesterday was 
. ,ifloninvni<! after the QD~ 
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and, some wOI say, imnreraty 
;nts were sold down the river. 
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liere was no way the party s rank 

Be would allow a Labour gov- 

rat to charge- them. Yes, there 

some excellent promises made 
. secretary of State for Educa- 

thincs that will itiveaD 
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Lave to say that I was not the 
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3 ur may well believe it has 
vidence of real disloyalty to 
>uL 

. Prime Minister, and Secre- 


tary of State, stop exploiting children 
for your political ends. During the 
leader’s speech even an old cynic such 
as me was enthused; that is until Thny 
did tile "letter" thing. Then cane dear 
sweet Charlie whose address to con- 
ference surely deserved a better re- 
ward than Hove Green is my Volley -1 
know what I would have done with that 
admittedly great book if it bad been 
handed to me at the age of U. 

But not everybody was unhappy 
yesterday afternoon- It was a great day 

for Oxford. University as it saw the 
tirade ofbrown-nosing by the speak- 
er from Cambridge University go 
horribly wrong as he ended up op- 
posing the motion he was supposed to 
support Meanwhile, we dangerous 
radicals - foe pensioners and me - are 
locked in a battle to bring down 
Western democracy - yes we are the 
anti-Trident lobby, and I am due to 
propose the abolition motion today. 

make no apotogy far preferring 
to see £I2bn a year for 20 years be- 
ing redirected from a mostly redun- 
dant weapon system to a decent 
poskm for those who protected us in 


the last wax, and schools that don’t 
crumble round the eats of the gener- 
ation destined to live in the future that 
we are supposedly protecting with nu- 
clear weapons. 

Abolition of Trident has become a 
'cause cefebre among the fine ladies of 
the Brighton Hove & District Pen- 
sioners Association, one militant told 
me: “We fought the last war. we 
don’t want another one. Let’s have the 
money off Trident spent on caring for 
the human race.” 

I am not one who is easity intimi- 
dated, but Tbesday was the longest day 
of my life as I dodged party officials 
angr y about this column. Quite an ad- 
mission for a woman labelled a man- 
hater by Ayatollah Khomeni, Iran’s 
spiritual leader. 

Given the choice of appearing be- 
fore a judge of the Islamic courts of 
Iran, or going off into the den of the 
Mandelteenies, Tehran wins every 
rime. Al least with Judge Babai I had 
an occasional gig gle and an unspoken 
understanding that we were going 
through the motions. Come back 
Rafsanjani all is forgiven. 
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pictures that show how forest fires were starte 

n^aM I illl— PfPTL^erdaytomake thefires 
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of event*- 

The main picture shows 

the area when the fires 
first started, with small 


puffc of smoke aerobe 

area demonsirator^™** 
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picture shows that the 
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cleared, and is being ***** 
as farmland. ^ 

The pictures, tatenby 

the National IWN-*** 

Singapore (NUS)Ce««^ 

for Remote Imaging Sens- 

ingandProcresin&can 

pinpoint the firea to 'Oor 

20 metres. “By i-^toofang 

at the photographs, ‘H- 
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Smog-hit 
states point 
the finger at 
Indonesia 


As forest fires continue wearing thin," it ssud. “The 
. . . . cost of the haze is getting un- 
to bum across Indonesia, ^ high and it will get 

there is growing anger at h;ilhH . Vlint enmurfi Indonesian 
the country’s apparent 
collusion in one of the 
world’s biggest ever 
environmental disasters. 

The satellite 
photographs above 
clearly show that, far 
from being accidental, 
many of the fires have 
been deliberately 
started by landowners as 
a means of clearing 
jungle for plantations. 

I tnuirl P MTV weigh! 


jungle for plantations. 
Richard Uoyd Parry weighs 
the accusations. 


higher nMtenougninuuuc&Mu 

officials act urgently, decisive- 
ly. [The fires] are all of South- 
easi Asia’s business now." 

The Malaysian environment 
minister. Law Hieng Ding, an- 
nounced that he intends to 
“inform" Jakarta of the finan- 
cial costs of the smog crisis. “It 

has caused inconveniences and 
brought about undue worry to 
the people," he said. “The peo- 
pie’s daily lives were disniptea. 
Sarawak has lost millions of 

ringgit when it was put under 

a state of emergency." 

“They're hinting that they 

want some kind of payment in 

kind," says a western diplomat 
in Kuala Lumpur. “The gov- 
5c fp**l»ne far more 
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Pakistan shells kill 
Hopes of Kashmir 
returning to normal 

/faience mrUnrl tu n a . . 


/faience rocked the troubled 
'egion of Kashmir again 
yesterday, when artillery 
shells fired from across the 
sorder in Pakistan landed in a 
■own on the Indian side, 
filling 17 people. 

Peter Popham reports on 
*akistan’s efforts to increase 
:ensions in the disputed 

irea 


icvcmccn people were killed and 30 
njured in the Kashmir town of Kargil 
m Tuesday when artillery sheik from 
he Pakistan side of the Line of Con- 
roi between Indian- and Pakistani- 
:«m trolled Kashmir fell on the town 
enlrc. A school, hotels, the market 
md the town's hospital were all hit 
yhen the shelling began at 3pm local 
r'me. and panic ensued in the cobbled 
anes of the medieval market town. 
<nce an important Himalayan trad- 
ng post, as people tried to flee. 

Kargils population is principally 
iltia Muslim, and a mosque was one 
if the buildings hit. as well as a bus 
top and an electricity sub station. 

According to an Indian army 
pokesman. 100 shells were fired in 
he space of two hours, and Pakistani 
roops later targeted the main high- 
way between Srinagar and the 
-iidiikh capital. Leh. Indian forces re- 
urnod fire, destroying Pakistani 
junkers, and the exchange of fire con- 
inued until midnight. There were fur- 
her exchanges of fire elsewhere in 
he state yesterday morning. 

Yesterday, the Kashmir chief min- 
ster. Dr Farooq Abdullah, visited 
<argil to inspect the damage, and told 
he townspeople. “Pakistani gene rals 
md the array do not want lodo-Pak- 
stani relations to improve and they 
ire creating impediments to nor- 
nalising relations by resorting to un- 
> revoked firing on civilians”. He 
:sked residents to return to their 
lomes and resume their normal ac- 
uities. “Wc should not be cowed by 
■uch acts," he said. 

But Tsering Wangial, 45, inter- 
•iewed at a tuberculosis hospital 


outside Kargfl where his sister was be- 
J"® treated for her injuries, said: “We 
nave had a bitter experience, and in 
^pnj, too, we came under heavy 
shelling which forced us to flee. No- 
0n ^^ ants lo So back to Kargil.” 

Throughout this summer the In- 
djan authorities have attempted to 
persuade the outside world that the 
vale of Kashmir was once again fit 
ioc foreign tourists. Bui although vis- 
itor numbers are well up on previous 
years, their efforts have been con- 
stantly sabotaged by fire fights, bomb 
blasts and brutal army shakedowns. 

Tuesday’s murderous assault again 
rammed home the message that 
Kashmir is in a state of war. But what 
other purpose do such attacks serve? 
Indian commentators believe that 
Pukistani firing across the Line of 
Control provides cover for Pakistan 
to push more armed infiltrators in be- 
fore the onset of win ter. Yesterday's 
Hindustan Tunes claimed that 1,000 
militants have been smuggled in 
over die past five months. The mili- 
tants in turn help to keep Kashmir's 
woes in the international spotlight. In- 
dian media were jubilant last week 
wheQ President Clinton, in separate 
meetings in New York with the Indian 
and Pakistani premiers, said the 
magic words “We do not wish to in- 
terfere” in the Kashmir dispute, 
throwing the onus on India and Pak- 
istan to solve the problem bilateral- 
ly. But Pakistan's continuing 
bombardments suggest they have 
not given up hope of luring the West 
into attempting to mediate. 

• New Delhi ( AP) — Two bombs ex- 
ploded in a bustling old quarter of the 
Indian capital yesLerday. injuring lb 
people. The explosions occurred in 
the crowded Sadar Bazar area, where 
many of the city’s wholesale markets 
are located. The bombs were placed 
on the roadside and were not pow- 
erful. Most of the injured were pedes- 
trians and shoppers thronging ihe 
area. The crowds are larger at this 
time of the year because of major 
Hindu festivals in October. In July, 
blasts in the same area had injured 
12 people. No one claimed respon- 
sibility for those blasts, but Muslim 
and Sikh separatists have been 
blamed for previous explosions. 



Rising to the occasion: A southern right whale leant .. 

the backdrop of the city’s business district. It laterto th- Water ,n Wefl ington harbour, New Zealand, set against 

° pen Photograph: Mark Mitch eil/ Reuters 


EU Commission sets job 
creation targets 


The European 
Commission unveiled a 
new unemployment 
strategy yesterday. It 
aims to create 12 million 
jobs over the next five 
years through ambitious 
targets on training and 
by easing the burden of 
taxation on employers. 
Katherine Butler reports 
from Brussels 

The Commission's prop osals, 
which controversially call for 
member stales to judge each 
others job-creation perfor- 
mance, come ahead of next 
month's special EU leaders' 
employment summit But they 
set the scene for open con- 
frontation at that meeting be- 
tween on the one hand those, 
such as the British Prime Min- 
ister, Tony Blair, who believe 


that governments ought to be 
tackling excessive workplace 
regulation, and others such as 
the French, who see govern- 
ment compliance with central- 
ly prescribed job creation 
targets as an essential parallel 
for Economic and Monetary 
Union. 

According to the plans out- 
lined yesterday by Commis- 
sion President Jacques Santer, 
governments would commit 
themselves to increasing the 
numbers of unemployed on 
job training schemes from the 
present rate of 10 per cent to 
25 per cent. 

Combined with a reduction 
in employers’ contributions, 
these steps would, Mr Santer 
said, help reduce the rate of un- 
employment from 1 1 per cent 
to 7 percent. 

P&draig Flynn, the EU social 
affairs commissioner who 
framed the details said “The 
time has come lose! targets and 


quantify our employment 
goals.” 

He added that there would 
be a “moral obligation" on 
each member state to meet the 
Uugets they had signed up to. 
Governments judged by their 
peers to be lagging behind 
would be issued with specific 
recommendations for remedi- 
al action. 

The plan acknowledges that 
work patterns and organisation 
need to be “modernised” to al- 
low more flexible working 
arrangements and the possi- 
bility of reduced working time. 
But it also stresses that need to 
maintain “the required bal- 
ance” between flexibility and 
job security. 

British officials said the key 
to tackling the EU’s unem- 
ployment ills rested in flexible 
labour markets and adaptable 
workforces while maintaining 
“decent" minimum standards at 
work. 


Italy's government 
set for showdown 


Rome (Reuters) — The Italian 
government stopped work yes- 
terday and said it was ready for a 
showdown with its rebellious hard- 
line ally, the Communist Re- 
foundation, a move which could 
cause the collapse of the coalition. 

The Prime Minister. Romano 
Prodi. prepared to meet President 
Oscar Lufigi Scalfaro to discuss Lhe 
crisis that threatens the first Ital- 
ian government ta include the left 
since the Second World War. 

Mr Prodi told union leaders 
earlier that his majority was in 
jeopardy after the Refoundation 
refused to back his 1998 budget, 
which the government considers 
essential to secure Italy's mem- 
bership of the single European 
currency. The hard-left party, 
which has ensured Mr Prod is 
majority in the lower Chamber of 
Deputies, says the budget contains 
unacceptable cuts in welfare and 
pensions. Without its backing, he 
may not be able to get his budget 
passed and his 1 7-month-old gov- 
ernment would he at risk. 


UN withdraws 
team from Congo 

The Secretary-General of the Unit&LNa-i- 
tie ns, Kofi Annan, is withdrawing a h uman. 
rights team from the Democratic Repub- 
lic of the Congo pending clarification of 
whether President Laurent Kabila will al- - 
low them to investigate alleged massacres. 

“The Secretary-General has decided to. 
withdraw the UN human rights team for- 
consultations pending final clarification. - 
from the government on its policy , w . 
spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters. 
“The team in Kinshasa has been unable to 
carry out its mandate. " ~-AP 

Abacha on TV 

The Nigerian military ruler General Sani 
Abacha confirmed his grip on power after 
rumours of sickness. Gen Abacha, in a 
broadcast marking 37 years of bis country’s 
independence from Britain, told dissi- 
dents to back bis plan to restore civil rule 
in 1998. 

Those watching his television broadcast 
said the 54-year-old infantry general looked 
tired and seemed to have lost weight, but 
did not appear to be at death's door with 
cirrhosis of the liver, as opposition publi- 
cations had claimed. — Reuters 

US trade deals 

The request by the United States President 
for congressional authorisation to negoti- 
ate new trade agreements, a lop priority 
of his second term, cleared its first legislative 
hurdle. The Senate Finance Committee ap- 
proved the measure by voice vote. 

Bill Clinton is seeking so-called fast- 
track negotiating authority to expand the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
with Mexico to other countries in Latin 
America and beyond He has been criticised 
for emphasising trade agreements over 
worker rights and the environment.— AP 

Croatian code 

Croatia unveiled a new penal code allow- 
ing the prosecution of journalists for re- 
ports considered “insulting”, even if they 
are factually correcL 

The revised code is intended to take el- 
fect 1 January next year and follow in- 
ternational criticism of curbs on the media 
in the former Yugoslav republic. Lack of 
media freedom was one of the reasons ril- 
ed by the Council of Europe when it de- 
layed Croatia's admission for several 
months last year. — Reuters 
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Milosevic plays hardball as .L- 

demons! 

Slobodan Milosevic is on the The poll 


NT 

>ay 

797 


Slobodan Milosevic L W1C 

offe.mejpin. Dn Tu'esd^ night 

the wily Yugoslav President 
engineered the sacking of the 
most popular of his opponents as 
mayor of Belgrade. 

Yesterday, his riot police broke 
up a peaceful demonstration In 
the tense southern province of 
Kosovo. 

But, as Andrew Gumbd reports, 
this tough line is a high-risk 
strategy. 


It was not so much a sacking as a coup. The 
Belgrade City Council meeting that voted 
to dismiss Zoran Djindjic on Tuesday 
night was called without the consent of the 
mayor of Belgrade and was boycotted by 
his Democratic Party. 

What had, for seven fragile months, been 
a beacon of democracy in Mr Milosevic's 
autocratic Serbia suddenly turned into a ca- 
bal of extremists and nationalists bent on 
wresting control of the capital for them- 
selves. 

Along with Mr Djindjic's seat, they also 
took over the capital’s biggest independent 
television station. Studio B, interrupting 
news coverage of the sacking and replac- 
ing it with a non-slop diet of music videos. 
The two acts so incensed the citizens of Bel- 
grade that thousands of them sponta- 
neously appeared on the streets blowing 
whistles, just as they did every day for three 
months last winter. 

It was not a joyous protest, however, as 



Iren fisc Serbian riot poH« *«*« 

hundreds of ethnic 
demonstrators in Pristina, 

Sepolice used tear gas tod*P«* 

rire protest^ n^nljr 

demanding the reCimof 
language tuition in local colleges. 

Photograph: Srdjan IMAP 


l*»ii- 


riot police swooped down on the crowd, 
making numerous arrests and causing a 
number of injuries. Protest leaders imme- 
diately vowed to resume their demonstra- 
tion last night, and every consecutive 
night, until Mr Djindjic was reinstated. 

Mr Djindjic's undoing was not so much 
the new hardline altitude of Mr Milosevic 


as the betrayal of his comrade-in-arms from 
last winter, the quixotic nationalist Vuk 
Draskovic, who has abandoned the oppo- 
sition, where his popularity w slipping 
badly, and joined forces with the govem- 

““Se two men have quarrelled ever 
since their victories in last November smu- 


niripal elections were recognised at the rend 
X winter protests, bringing the aJhanK 
they forged to an acrimonious utd andper 

mining Mr Milosevic to retain his gnp on 

1)0 fofoe parliamentary and presidential 
elections that took place on 21 
Mr Djindjic's Democratic Party did not par- 


SSouS' ™%seSS^S 

‘^"ttpUungMrUlica^^ 


ultra-nationalist leader Vojislav S^j^ 

t this Sunday, but mere^dan^ 

SStTsO per cent of the voters 
even more 

yesterday in Kosovo, where MteBOgcm 
the majority Albanian population too 
Seets only to be beaten back by Ser 

bian riot police. soecific 

The authorities had gpen P®. 
promises to foreign embassies 
that no violence wouldbei^^ 1 
ily-anned riot police used teal . 8**“^ ^ 

,0 "Cp^ reW ere mostly ethnic ^ 

banian students demanding 

him to Albanian-language educatio 

university. 
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WHY T HE WEST MUST ADMIT 1I SJRRQR 


Two apparently contradictory 
tides are pulling at the Balka- 
ns. In Serbia, Slobodan Milo- 
sevic has decided to exert an 
iron grip on political life and 
snuff out the one beacon of 
democracy -the Belgrade city 
council - in any position to op- 
pose him. 

In Serb-held Bosnia, by 

contrast, we are seeing the first 

tentative steps towards plu- 
ralism. as S-FOR troops deny 
the hardliners in Pale their 
stranglehold on the media 
and a second power base 
emerges in Banja Luka under 


the Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic. 

This is almost a 180-degree 
flip from the political envi- 
ronment in the latter stages of 
the Balkan ware, when Mr 
Milosevic - rightly or wrong- 
ly - was considered the man 
who could knock heads to- 
gether and talk the Bosnian 
Serbs into accepting a peace 
treaty, while the Bosnian Serbs 
themselves were seen as ex- 
tremist, monolithic and unre- 
liable. 

The West was almost cer- 
tainly wrong to put so much 


store by Mr Milosevic, toler- 
ating the authoritarian, gang- 
ster-ridden regime he 
established in Serbia and 
Montenegro into the bargain. 

It was forced to admit some 
of the error of itsways last win- 
ter, when students and oppo- 
sition street demonstrators 
pushed Mr Milosevic into a 
humiliating admission of de- 
feat in Serbia’s municipal elec- 
tions. And it should admit 

the same thing now, so that Mr 

Milosevic stops short of the ab- 
solutist solution he seems to be 
inching towards. 


Nato seizes TV transmitters 
run by Karadzic allies 


The peace-keeping force 

hi Bosnia yesterday 

made its toughest strike 
yet against Radovan 
Karad zic and his 
acolytes. They seized 
four television 
transmitters under Serb 
control, closing their 
virulently anti-Western 
broadcasting service. 

Andrew Gumbd reports. 

Hundreds of troops belonging 
^hVNato-led StabOisation 

ssss 

^ilCooeratiobaUbut 


to Nato sources, she wasnume- 
diaiety offered control of the four 
transmitters - which included 
one on Mount Tfobevic ju* 

above Me telf- but 


seized because of “highly 
provocative” tampering of a 
broadcast made by the United 
Nations war crimes prosecutor 
Louise Arbour and aired over 

SSg.*fea 

The political struggle be- 
tween the two rival factions ha? 
largely been foughtewer tete- 
vision. Until yesterday, Mrs. 

Plavsic controlled the airwaves 
over around 40 per cent of 

v n win- 



is wanted _ 
^iSnkTwar crimes charges. 

sszzg&s, 

3^: 


over arouiiu r-- 
Bosnian Serb territory, win- 
ning prase from ■*«?£ 

tional community for 
an uninbrnsive editorial style on. 

news items. . ‘ _ 

Two of the transmitters 

seized yesterday, near Ddboi 
and Bijeljina, ^erethe subj^t 
of a bitter struggle for muchof 
the last week of August, At that , 
time, S-Fdr first seized them on 
behalf of Mrs Plavsic, then 

gavLthembacktoMrKraj^ 

Ispartofadealtoenrour^e 

Se Pale Serbs to withdraw 
their threat to boycott last 
month’s municipal 

Yesterday's action P rov ^“ 
vital clues to Western 

"entthiukiugonB^.^ 

tensibly, the transmitters were 


of softness by the mternauonm 
community in Bosnia. The pre- 
election deal with Mr Krajisnik 

was widely critirised as a sell-out, 

and several aspects of the han- 
ji.nn nfthf municipal elections 


lished. 

Diplomatic sources expiam 
that the elections were an ob- 
stacle to excessively robust ac- 
tion against Mr Karadzic and his 

friends. Now that they are over, 
there are growing romoursof 
Mr Karadzic’s i mm i n ent arrest 
by S- For troops- the thinking 

being that he should be out of 

the way before the November 

elections and before cold 
weather makes it more difficult 
for S-For troops to swoop on tus 
mountain chalet in Pale. 
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Weird science: As if to illustrate the puMfcV growing fascination with the bizarre, the United States Postal Service yesterday put on sale s new issue of stamps featuring legends of the Hollywood horror scene 

Solid citizens acquire a taste for the macabre S 


Photograph: Reuters 


Upstanding members of society 
have apparently developed a taste 
for murderers, the occult and 
body piercing. Jason Bennetto, 

Crime Correspondent, reports 
on some weird findings. 


Lurid topics such as serial killers, black 
magic and vampires are just as likely to in- 
terest so-called “normal people” as men- 
tally ili criminals, a study has discovered. 

In fact a fascination in many 14 deviant*’ 
subjects, including Hitler, mass murderers. 


and the paranormal is more likely in sta- 
ble citizens than psychologically disturbed 
offenders, according to the report. 

Dr Vincent Egan, a chartered clinical 
psychologist from the East Midlands Cen- 
tre for Forensic Mental Health, believes 
television, newspapers and books have 
whetted people's appetites for macabre sub- 
jects. He said: “A sub-culture of people in- 
terested in lurid things seems to have 
developed." 

In the study, 142 people - from fisher- 
men and nurses, to students and security 
guards - were questioned on whether they 
bad an interest in certain topics, along with 


54 mentally disordered offenders, whose 
crimes can range from shoplifters to mur- 
derers. While lurid and violent interests 
have generally been associated with of- 
fenders such as the Moors murderer lan 
Brady, who was obsessed with Nazism, the 
findings showed that the “sane” people 
were more interested in some deviant 
subjects. 

The expressed greater interest in he 
paranormal Hitler and fascism, and seri- 
al killers, with a similar level of interest in 
vampires and werewolves, tattoos and 
body piercing, black magic and paganism. 

Dr Egan, who prevented his findings at 


Bullied girl’s home ‘was stoned’ 


\ 


An inquest opened yesterday 
into the death of 13-year-old 
Kelly Yeomans, who lulled 
herself after complaining that 
she was being bullied. 

Five arrests have also been 
made after her family and 
neighbours claimed that she 
was hounded to death by years 
of victimisation from gangs in 
her home town of AUenton. 
Derty. Neighbours have de- 
scribed how up to 15 youths 


pelted the family’s council 
house with stones, eggs and but- 
ter in the days before she died. 

The inquest heard how 
police were called to the borne 
of the Salvation Army girl on 
Monday morning after her fa- 
ther discovered her body. 

Police said yesterday that 
five teenagers, including some 
pupils from Kelly's school 
have been arrested in con- 
nection with her death. The de- 


cision on whether to press 
charges wffl be made by a pan- 
el of police and social workers. 

Kelly’s family daim to have 
endured three years of abuse 
by local teenagers but have no 
idea why they were targeted 

Her father, Ivan Yeomans. 
45, said: “We get on with the 
neighbours and have no idea 
why these boys picked on ns. 
I suppose it’s because we are 
quiet and turn the other 


cheek. It hit Kelly very badly. 
It (ore her apart” 

Kelly, described as a kind 
and caring girl was a member 
of the Salvation Army, along 
with her sister Sarah. 16, and 
other family members. It is 
thought that Kelly swallowed 
painkillers on Sunday night be- 
cause she was unable to face 
going back to school after 
the weekend. 

— Amanda KeHy 


the British Psychological Society’s division 
of criminological and legal psychology an- 
nual conference in Cambridge yesterday, 
concluded that the results show that you 
cannot assume that someone who has lurid 
or sensational interests also has a deviant 
personality. 

As examples of a growing interest in 
bizarre, sensational and violent material 
he pointed to the Internet websites were 
people could look at picture of surgical op- 
erations, magazines about the paranormal 
and the occult, and best-selling books on 
mass murderers. 

He said that people traditionally asso- 


ciated these subjects with psychologically 
damaged people. As an exampte, he said 
he had a patient who used to bite her 
tongue so that she could drink her blood 
Bke a vampire and used to correspond with 
an American serial killer. “An awful lot of 
people want to know about serial killers 
and this study shows that you don’t nec- 
essarily have a personality disorder just be- 
cause you have an interest in this subject/ 
Dr Egan intends to carry out further re- 
search into this subject, but is considering 
asking whether people are interested in fly- 
ing saucers and little green men rather than 
keeping -rats and spiders. 


Gruesome interests 


142 ’normaT people aid 54 mantefly B ornate - 
were quesfloned or whether flray urere mterestfld In a 

range or topics. 

'NormaT 

Mentally 
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H 
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Serial kSers 

GO 

44 

Paranormal 

77 

69 

Hifler and fascism 

19 

15 

Vampires and werewolves 

29 

32 

Tattoos and body piercing 

2B 

30 

Black magic 

19 

22 

Paganism 

17 

22 

Tnie crime 

68 

70 

Martial arts 

28 

59 

Mercenaries and SAS 

28 

37 

Guns and shooting 

18 

39 

Keeping rats aid spiders 

12 

26 

Horror fens and stories 

46 

61 

Crossbows, knives and sworts 13 

44 


‘Cracker’ profiling dismissed as ineffective 


The use of psychologists to 
provide “offender profiles'’ in 
police investigation has been 
called into question after a 
study has concluded that most 
are inaccurate and many are 
useless. 

Less than 3 per cent lead to 
the identification of the crim- 
inal and only 15 per cent pro- 
vide new lines of inquiry. 

Almost every police force in 
the country now uses offender 
profiles, which have gained an 


almost mystical reputation with 
the public through television 
dramas such as Cracker, yet un- 
til now no-one has assessed 
whether they do any good 

A five-year project sup- 
ported by the Home Office and 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers has found huge dif- 
ferences between the different 
“experts" some of whom have 
very poor track records. 

Researchers questioned 184 
officers who had used a profil- 


er in an investigation and dis- 
covered that 2.7 per cent lead 
to an identification of the of- 
fender. although 84 pier cent 
said it had been “useful". 

The “Coals to Newcastle" 
project was beaded by Detec- 
tive Chief Inspector Gary Cop- 
son of the Metropolitan Police. 
“You may as well toss a coin for 
some” he said 

He added that some of the 
profiles he examined were “rid- 
dled with inaccuracies and in- 


consistencies which suggest 
they didn't realty do any good* 1 
Presenting his findings at the 
British Psychological Society’s 
annual conference in Cam- 
bridge, DCI Copson argued 
that profiles should come with 
a strong warning to police of- 
ficers thaithey are not cure-alls. 

Supporters of offender pro- 
files wll be angry at the new re- 
port, which they believe is 
unfaidy critical of psychologists. 

— Jasan Bennetto 
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Understanding (1933) wearing her diamond Cartier 
— d,Sptay fro™ tomorrow at the British MuUuro’s Cartier show 

Lawyers accused of 
giving the wrong advice 


Solicilore gave advice which was inade- 
?“ a e ' '"complete or wrong in the latest 
independent Consumers’ Association in- 
yesugalion for its Which? magazine. But 
the survey was swifliy ridiculed by the Law 
society, the solicitors’ professional body 
for being “unrealistic” and based on fic- 
tional and untypical legal problems. 

7 study, the second conducted for 
Which? in the last two years, researchers 
posed as ordinary customers and took one 
of four different consumer problems to a 
total of 79 solicitors. Today’s issue of the 
magazine claims that most of them gave 
incomplete advice which would have meant 
their “clients" might not have pursued alt 
avenues for potential claims and been un- 
likely to recover all tlietr losses. 

Helen Phrker. the editor of Much?, said: 
“The Law Societies of England and Whies 
and Scotland need to take an active role 
in monitoring and improving the standard 
of advice provided by solicitors. Failing this, 
the Government should look at other 
ways of regulating the profession ” 

The Law Society said it questioned the 
value of yet another small-scale “mystery 
shopper” survey, covering such a narrow 
area of law and using such a research 
method. Citing one of the four hypothet- 


ical problems, a spokesman said: “Clients 
do not generally come to solicitors with 
elaborate stories about not having adequate 
insurance to cover the oast of the damage 
from an exploding five -year-old washing 
machine. People see a solicitor because 
their marriage has broken down, or they 
have been injured in an accident, or they 
are buying a house, or they have been 
charged with a criminal offence ” 

In what Which? highlights as one of the 
worst cases, a researcher telephoned a so- 
licitor to book an appointment and was of- 
fered poor advice by a person who appeared 
to be the firm’s telephonist When the re- 
searcher called bade to confirm the advice, 
a switchboard operator also offered advice, 
and also got it wrong. The Law Society de- 
scribed the example as “bizarre”, questioning 
whether a real-life caller would have treat' 
ed a conversation with the operator in the 
same way as one with a qualified solicitor. 

Philip Sycamore, the society’s president, 
said: "Which? magazine fails to mention 
that they had to apologise publicly to a firm 
they named in the survey two years ago be- 
cause they made serious allegations against 
a firm which proved to be entirety wrong.” 

— Patricia Wynn Davies, 
Legal Affairs Editor 


Mental health order on man 
who tortured baby to death 

A leading prosecutor broke down at the Old Bailey yesterday as 
he outlined a catalogue of torture inflicted on a six-momh^ld 
baby in the weeks leading up to his death. 

Barrister Jeremy Donne was unable to continue describing 
Liam Roos's final agony shortly before being shaken to death by 
35-ycar-oid Michael Clifton. 

Gifton, unemployed, from Stoke Newingion, north London 
admitted the manslaughter of the baby on S May this year. The 
court was told that Liam's mother, Joan Spate, met Clifton two 
months after she gave birth and he became her boyfriend. Clifton 
formed an instant hatred for the baby and embarked upon a sus- 
tained and sadistic campaign of torture. The assaults included 
scratching the inside of the baby's throat with a knife and putting 
turpentine and washing up liquid in his mouth. He later admit- 
ted that he had known he wtas going to kill the child. 

Judge Hawkins made an interim order under the Mental Health 
Act for Clifton to be assessed- The court was told that he suf- 
fered severe personality disorder bordering on psychopathic. 

Footballer's friend spared jail 

A drug-addict businessman who talked the footballer Fausiino 
AspriUa into giving him £1 ,000 to help him with accommodation, 
then spent the lot on cocaine, was ordered to do 140 hours’ com- 
munity service yesterday. 

Judge Peter Hngrci made the order after hearing that New- 
castle United sLrikcr AspriUa had disowned businessman Leone! 
Sarmiento-Moltoa, 31, following the deception. Sarmiento- 
Mottoa, who used to go to nightclubs and restaurants with Colom- 
bian-born AspriUa, was “saddened" but not realty surprised by 
the decision, bis counsel told Southwark Crown Court. The judge 
told Sarmiento-Mottoa: “I do not consider that imprisonment in 
these circumstances would benefit anyone. It would not benefit 
the public, nor you, nor your family.'' Sarmiento-Mottoa. from 
north London, was cleared last week of planning to supply the 
narcotic, but convicted of possessing 41 grants of the drug. 

Climbers 'acquit’ colleague 

British mountain guides have “acquitted” one of their colleagues 
of negligence in a fatal accident in the Alps, contrary to the rul- 
ing of a High Court judge. 

Scottish -based David Ctithbertson, 49, was said by Mr Justice 
Dyson to have ignored “elementary and fundamental” practice 
to protect Gerald Hedley who fell to his death in July 1990. fol- 
lowing the ruling last June, Mr Hedley's six-year-old son was 
awarded damages of £150,000 from the guide's insurers. However 
the climbing world never accepted the judgment and after a hear- 
ing at which Mr Cuthbertson was given a “thorough interroga- 
tion”, the professional standards committee of the British Moun- 
tain Guides found he was “not at fault”. — Stephen Goodwin 

TV stars to stage live shows 

Cult television comedies Shooting Stars and Tfie Fast Show are 
to stage a series of huge rock-style live events. 

Vic Reeves, Bob Mortimer, Ulrika Jonsson, Paul Whitehouse, 
Charlie Hjgson and the rest will re-create their television suc- 
cesses live for 3,500 comedy fans a night at the Labati's Apollo 
in Hammersmith, west London. Tickets went on sale yesterday 
for the first six nights of an open ended run, starting on 27 Jan- 
uary. Higson said: “We're doing it because it is a buzz, going on 
stage in front of a live audience - and because of the money.” 




Fighting fit Emma, 13, sparring with another giri Photograph: Paul Cousam 


Boxing divided over 
girls in the ring 


The world of boxing has been 
split over a decision to allow 
women and girls to fight on the 
amateur circuit. As two 
13-year-old girls prepare to fight, 
the British Medical Association 
says it gives women equal rights 
to suffer eye and brain damage. 
Steve Boggan listens to the 
arguments. 


“This seems a demented extension of equal 
opportunities,,” said Dr Bill O'Neill, of the 
British Medical Association, yesterday. 
And, for once, his opposition to a boxing 
match was supported by boxers. 

As Amanda Prime and Emma Bram- 
mer, both 13, prepared to step into the ring 
tonight in a historic bout made possible 
by new Amateur Boring Association rules, 
many of the hard men of the sport were 
turning soft. 

“Never mind political correctness or 
European laws, I am totally against it,” said 
Henry Cooper, former British and Euro- 
pean heavyweight champion. “Women are 
made differently from men. Their entire 
body structure is not like a man's. Women 
are made for loving and not hitting.” 

The unlikely alliance of the BMA - 
which has campaigned for years against all 
forms of boxing - and the likes of Henry 


Cooper has come as a result of the ABA’s 
decision to recognise women in amateur 
boxing in order to avoid a legal challenge 
which many in the sport believed it would 
inevitably face. 

It has caused a huge split among box- 
ers and fight fans, best summed up by Bar- 
ry McGuigan, the former world 
featherweight champion. “I hove mixed 
emotions,” he said. “As president of the 
Professional Boxers’ Association I stand 
up for boxers who have their licences re- 
voked, so it would not be right for me to 
stand up now and say women shouldn't be 
allowed to box. 

“From a personal point of view, I don’t 
like it and have not enjoyed watching it. 
But we live in a democracy and it would 
be sexist to say we should ban women from 
boxing.” 

The two girls will step out tonight for 
three 90-second rounds at Key’s nightclub 
in Stoke-on-Trent. “Some people have said 
nice things about the fight and my boxing 
and others haven't been quite so nice,” 
Emma said. “But they are entitled to their 
opinion. Now I just want to get on with it.” 

Her parents, Elizabeth and Derek 
Brammer. said they would be there to sup- 
port her. “I will be watching with my hands 
half over my face,” said Mrs Brammer. 
“My husband has been involved in baring 
for a number of years and my son Jason 
boxes, so I know all about it. Vfomeo don't 
actually realise just how safe it ’is.” 
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Ministers rally to the call 
of Bill to ban hunting 


A Cabinet minister last 
night was among more 
than 20 ministers who 
gave their backing to a 
Labour backbencher’s 
anti-hunting Bill. Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, 
discovered the 
supporters with their 
tails up. 


David Dark, the Chancellor of 
the Duchy, led more than 20 
ministers in backing the con- 
troversial Private Members ESDI 
to ban stag and fox hunting with 
hounds as campaigners rallied 
their support at the Labour Par- 
ty conference in Brighton. 


Supporters of the Bill said 
that they moved a fringe rally, 
chaired by Lauren Booth, the 
half-sister of Cherie Blair, inside 
the security area at the confer- 
because of the threat of dis- 
ruption by pro-hunt protesters. 

Ministers who have added 
their names to a wall of posters 
in support of the BiD at the con- 
ference centre include Peter 
Hain, the minister for Wales, 
and Nigel Griffiths, the trade 
niinister. Supporters said they 
also had backing from Glenda 
Jackson, the London transport 
minister, and Ron Davies, the 
Secretary of State for Whies. 

The growing ministerial sup- 
port was being used by the cam- 
paigners to deny reports that the 
Government was determined 
to kill the Bill in the Commons 


before it reached the Lords, 
where it could delay other busi- 
ness. Michael Foster, the Labour 
MP for Worcester, who is spon- 
soring the Bill, said he was “baf- 
fled” by the reports, and had 
assurances yesterday from min- 
isters that they were untrue. 

TWo former political re- 
searchers for Labour ministers 
are behind the strategy to build 
support inside the Government. 
Ben Lucas and Colin Byrne, se- 
nior executives with two top pub- 
lic relations companies, are 
working respectively for the 
Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and the 
International Fund For Ani- 
mal Welfare. The League 
Against Cruel Sports is also be- 
hind the Campaign for the Pro- 
tection of the Hunted Animal. 


“There is no government 
plot to kill the BQL These sto- 
ries have been put about by the . 
pro-bunting lobby,” Mr Byrne 
said. Their strategy will seek to 
link the mmpaign again<tf hunt- 
ing With Tony Blair’s campaign 
to modernise Britain, and they 
said that William Hague, the 
lory party leader, was “in dan- 
ger of isolating himself' in Op- 
posing the ban on fox hunting. 

“If there is a defining issue 
for Tony’s message about mod- 
ernising Britain, this is it. It is 
an incredibly new Labour issue. 
Apart from ministers, it is sup- 
ported by many MPs from the 
new intake, such as Mike Wills, 
Lorn a Fitzsimons, and Phil 
Woolas. who was on Tony 
Blair's campaign team,” Mr 
Bryne said. 




class travel: From now on, calves being taken to slaughter will have legal protection Photograph: Geraint Lewis 



Rules make slaughter 
trips more humane 


New rules came into 
force yesterday to 
protect farm animals 
being carried on long 
lorry journeys to 
slaughter on the 
Continent. Nicholas 
Schoon explains how 
they will work 
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Livestock traders taking cattle, 
sheep, pigs, goats or horses on 
journeys longer than eight 
hours, or anywhere by sea or 
air, now need a government li- 
cence, and to date more than 
300 have been granted. 

They will also have to file 
journey plans detailing rest 
and food breaks, and ensure 
employees accompanying the 
animals have enough training 
and experience to handle them 
properly. The new law lays 
down maximum times spent on 
the road and minimum rest 
periods 

Peter Stevenson, of the cam- 
paign group Compassion in 
World Farming, welcomed the 
rules. But he pointed out that 
farm animals could still be tak- 
en down to Spain and Italy in 
veiy long journeys, provided 
they had a day-long break in the 
middle. “The only humane so- 
lution is to stop this overseas 
trade in live animals for slaugh- 
ter altogether,” he said. 


The rules, to be reviewed af- 
ter a year, implement a 1995 
European Union directive six 
months late. Half the Union’s 
member states failed to meet 
the legal deadline for imple- 
menting this directive through 
their own laws. 

Animal welfare minister El- 
liot Morley warned: “I intend 
to make frill use of the new 
powers in the legislation which 
allow for the withdrawal of tbe 
authorisations of transporters 
who break the rules.” 

The European Commission 
is also more than a year late in 
producing detailed specifica- 
tions for lorries which carry 
farm animals. In their absence, 
Britain will continue with its 
own 22-year-old vehicle stan- 
dards for live animal trans- 
port. Mr Morley said the 
Government would step up 
the pressure on the European 
Commission and other EU 
member states to agree on 
these specifications. 

Young farm animals can 
travel for nine hours before a 
minimum rest period off the ve- 
hicle of one hour, followed by 
a further nine hours' travel. 
Adult cattle and sheep can 
travel for 14 hours before a min- 
imum rest of one hour, followed 
by a further 14 hours’ travel. 

Live cattle exports from 
Britain have ceased following 
the BSE ban on UK beef 


exports. 


Before 


After 


Worried about premature greyness? 
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^£**"** mOSt P ,ea *"g of a* 

an idea that turns a bUnd 4 

^omant window into a work of 
art Not amply a matter of |et 

there be light; also let there be 
s^citement. Nonie Niesewand 
talks to the architects on riw. 


An extension to your house built out of 

^ as ^' J^ e wor d conservatory comes to 
innid, closely followed by the names Mer- 

«™ure at- 

W^cd to every house you’ve seen redolent 

f ?° h0t °r 100 «»«■ Tbo bright 

?r hazed with condensation and dependant 
to a skeleton of wood or metal 

If that is your idea of heaven, so be it 
3ot there are other possibilities that are 
noreexaung, more practical more mod- 
:ra. The structure shewn here has none of 
hose old conservatory characteristics. 

The secret is partly with the architects, 
*ut mostly it lies in the glass. Pflldngton’s 
Iglass is coated in silicone; it doesn’t over- 

cat and it has the best UV factor of any 

lass tough enough to form a facade. Sil- 
ane sealing makes joints invisible. And 
x>kl No glazing bars! 

The Royal Institute of British Architects, 
i search of potential winners of its Stir- 
jjfflg Prize, has chosen a handful of small- 
^ale extensions to town houses. Here are 
tree of them. Interestingly enough* they 
■e all dining rooms - just when you 
nought kitchens had swallowed them up 
»r ever. 
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The pterodactyl in the garden: a grade 11 listed building in North London grows a glamorous tall, a glass dining room where ingenuity and new technology are brilliantly combined 


Arcaid 


How the need for a dining room becomes a 
triumph for the spirit of enlightenment 


Glazed dining room extendon on a 
eorgian house 

ir from moving somewhere smaller once 
«ir five children had grown up and left, 
cbitect Cany Ash's parents wanted more 
ning space for their five children and 
■andchildren to meet. Their friend! y 
raker-style kitchen ended in an L -shape 
ith a large picture window installed in the 
' jventies. when the place was used as a 
jrsery school. 

Rather than dose off the pretty garden 
phh its well established cherry tree. Cany 
' Ah and fellow architect Robert Sakula de- 
:rmined to wrap one side of the kitchen 
. Vith a glazed front extension, sheltered by 
i cantilevered glass roof. Pfflrington K glass, 

, with its silicone joints that obviate the need 
’ for glazing bars, gave them scope to shape 
, the conservatory in a very intricate, geo- 
metric way. 

“Silicone glazing opened a new way of 
: thinking and let us use glass in a skeletal 
way," says Ash. Each glazed wall panel just 
sfightlv alters the angle or lowers the height 
to join on to the next, like a great glazed 
caterpillar - all the more remarkable 
when you consider that glass is straight, flat, 
hard and cold. 

t To match the evolutionary path that the 
tension takes, the giant cantilevered roof 


above is jointed at different angles like a 
giant pterodactyl wing. The staggered 
gradient means that the glass extension goes 
from the full height of the first-floor land- 
ing down to the relatively low garden en- 
trance that matches the height of the 
remaining picture window. Add-etched egg 
shapes on each roof panel cast interesting 
opaque reflections at night when small halo- 
gen up-ligbters set in the slate floor beam 
up at them. Heating runs under the slate 
floor which extends into the terraced gar- 
den in great zig-zags. These simple cut-out 
shapes help to extend the boundaries be- 


yond the new glass extension and link out- 
side with m. 

The Ashes say that sitting in their new 
extension is like being in the garden which 
envelopes them. Even better, the heat re- 
tained in a typical sheet of double-glazed 
K glass is equal to that retained in a brick 
wall. As Cany Ash says: "You’re not 
throwing money through the glass.” 


lodne of gloss slicing through the slate 
paving ... crafted detailing’'. 


Contract Value: £16,000 


RIBA jury comments: "... creature-like im- 
age ofF wings of the mo fin glass ... aguil - 



A dark basement dining room sees 
the light 

Anew building opposite blocked what lit- 
tle tight there was in the basement dining 
room of a London couple's flat Rather 
than live with the lights on all day the own- 
ers commissioned the architect Nick 
Coombe and designer Jonathan Stickland 
to solve the problem. Caroline Yates, who 
teaches at Free Leith's cookery school 
identified Stickland as a designer she 
liked from his set-squared file pastry cas- 
es on her course. 

He replaced the original sash window 
with 10ml toughened plate glass, etched on 
one side, which spans one metre. It swivels 
within the pilastered niche, cantilevering 
above it to shield the pavement grilles or 
coming down at an angle like a shade to 
diffuse the light They dug deep into the 
plasterwork and angled it interestingly to 
frame the installation. A ar^e down-tighter 
halogen beam - which they call the “soap 
ladle" - highlights the sculpture. Stainless 
steel spikes protect the toughened glass of 
the long horizontal window at pavement 
level It was difficult to get planning per- 
mission but Stickland argued that rights to 
daylight are not a planning issue. 


Taking a dining room into the garden 

Like every modem architect, Chris Wilkin- 
son dreamed of building his own home 
from scratch. But the reality and difficul- 
ty of finding a site - and then the time to 
actually build - meant that when the fam- 
ily moved home last year, they bought a 
Victorian house in Dulwich, South Lon- 
don, and decided to extend the dining space 
to bouse their Charles Eames table. Rather 
than make the distinction between inside 
and outside too obvious, WBkinsoo decided 
to extend the white-plastered party wall 
from made the diningroom to the garden 


Contract Vhlue £10,000 


The basement that nose above itsetfc a boring, sightless window is 
transformed into something to behold Photograph: Arcaid 


RIBA Jury comments: “... minimal impact 
on the street ... an example of what can be 
achieved on a modest scheme through de- 
tailed design". 



wall outside, as well as the sandstone floor. 
This makes the extension more like a room 
installation than a patio adjoining a din- 
ing room. Pilkington K glass joined with 
silicone seals practically make the walls dis- 
appear. "Besides,” says Wilkinson, “it's got 
the lowest UV rating.” Indoors, a glass pan- 
el within the roof has a chamfered frame 
like a light-box, angled to bring the sky in- 
doors by day. At night it makes a spec- 
tacular frame for the fibre-optic sculptures 
that his sculptor wife, Diane Edmunds, 
makes. Both of them were inspired by the 
way in which the American sculptorjames 
Turrell uses structure to capture light The 
flat roof is emphasised with a steel joist pro- 
file and at one side a piece of architectural 
ironmongery jutting from the roof has a 
long chain carrying rainwater down it 
into a deep channel that demarcates the 
terrace. Architects’ Journal gave Chris 
Wilkinson their recent cover story for his 
celebrated public projects, which include 
the Stratford railway station, where the Ju- 
bilee tine terminates, as well as the recently 
opened Stratford Market train shed, the 
Challenge of Materials gallery at the Sci- 
ence Museum, the South Quay footbridge 
in Docklands, the Tyne Millennium bridge 
as well as Science World in Bristol. No won- 
der Chris Wilkinson calls the dining room 
extension to his Victorian family home a 
“very minor project". 


Contract Value: £ 35,000 


The inside-outside room: an 
architect treats himself 


RIBA jury comments: "... stealthy detailing 
... a new and airy relationship between the 
house and garden ... refinement and re- 
straint * 
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ARAD 


Walking on egg shells 


Who would have thought, when 
I revealed the plans in The In- 
dependent (August 22 ) for an 
innovative house in Hamp- 
stead, it would stir up such a 
storm? Objections to it are 
based oh the unusual plans for 
the house’s construction: two 
shells- a world away from four 
walls supporting a pitched roof 
wfch a chimney which is still the 
way that children draw houses. 
Its potential neighbour on 
Courtney Avenue, the architect 
John Siefert, calls it a “broken 
egg”. "Futuristic house will 
dwarf ancient woodland” was 
the unrealistic headline in the 
Hampstead & Highgeue Express. 

The truth is that unlike the 
70-year old house it would re- 
place, the Arad one reveals 
ancient woodland behind. Suing 
by the aggravation on the av- 
enue, Arad’s clients wrote to all 
the residents to explain why 
their famil y wanted to live in a 
modem house, and added that 
they admire “the beautiful gar- 
dens and majestic trees of 
Courtney Avenue, the jewel in 
Kenwood’s crown”. 

Having embraced local res- 
idents’ complaints, the Ham & 
High have cow canvassed more 
positive opinions. One says he 


wants it to go ahead so that his- 
tory isn't frozen; another calls 
it an interesting sculpture be- 
tween the trees. A journalist re- 
minds the doubters that one of 
the delights of living in Hamp- 
stead or Highgate is “ the rich 
mix of domestic architecture”, 
adding a reminder that Lu- 
be tkin built there and that 
Goldfingeris house in Willow 
Road is now a popular National 
Trust property. 

English Heritage bussed in 
a group Of experts last Friday to 
check out whether the demoli- 
tion of a 70-year-old Walter 
Quennell house was support- 


able. It’s not official but it’s no 
secret that they now approve of 
Arad's scheme. 

Now there is an air of rec- 
onciliation in Courtney Av- 
enue. The architects have built 
a scale model to explain - over 
tea and sandwiches - the build- 
ing's unusual geometry to res- 
idents. WiDHarringay Council 
give planning permission? Arad 
exudes a quiet optimism. Five 
yeare ago.the project would have 
been doomed; now he thinks 
that maybe, just maybe, it has 
afuture. 


Nonie Niesewand 
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For a Carpenter, it’s still yesterday once more 


For Richard Carpenter 
escape: fourteen years after the 
death of his sister Karen he’s 
her captive. “Can somebody who 

wrote and arranged -Goodbye to 
Love’ really be square!” he asks. 
To which question, says Jonh . 
Lawrence there is only one answer 


Th ^ r w ^ er A “ becoming extremefy strop- 

Py-^^AmencM gentleman really can’t 
sit r 


mg on the lounge piano. Hotel policy. Any- 
how who did we say he was again? Clearly 
Jt’s time for the definitive vocal reminder. 
“Every sha-Ia-Ia, every whoa-ob^wfeaa. 
does the trick. The penny drops immedi- 
ately. Oh, THAT Richard Carpenter Gin- 
ger without Fred. Wise without 
Morecarabe. Richard without Karen. Sad. 
sad, sad. 

“I always felt that my role was to be in 
the background," he says, recalling die 
heady days when the Carpenters racked up 
twenty hits amnog the top 40. She with the 
flicked back hair and the maxi dresses, him 
bobbing behind the keyboards. So apple- 
pie wholesome, so very square. 

Over 20 years on, he minds being 
»Ued “square". Surprisingly he stffl minAc 
“Fm not square" he counters in nervy fash- 
ion. “Anybody who can come up with, not 
only the song, but the arrangement to 
‘Goodbye to Love’ isn't square. I think 
those cheek to cheek shots of us didn’t help 
the image whatsoever." 

Now, approaching 51, Richard Car- 
penter looks - well - square, in his diago- 
nally patterned acrylic jumper and grey 
flannel trousers. Hjs hair with its incipient 
balding patch is neatfy parted in prep school 
fashion. And for a man who need never do 
anything, ever again, except pick up ihe con- 
stant stream of royalties cheques, Mr 
Carpenter appears remarkably lacking in 
confidence. He is polite, suspicious and pal- 
pably vulnerable. His American manager 
hovers protectively only two feet away. My 
questions bring on the same eye-swivelling 
anxiety Darren of Bewitched had when he 
feared his wife was about to turn him into 
a plant. Richard is uncannily like Darren. 

When his sister Karen died of a heart 
attack brought on by her anorexia nervosa 
in 1983 the Carpenters had sold over one 
million records. Their popularity had 
dipped but if Karen were alive they would 
still be recording today. Or that's how 
Richard sees iL “We'd be making more al- 
bums, spend more time in the studio and 
do an occasional tour. Summer tours, a 
week per venue, every other year a UK 
tour." It sounds so planned and present 
tense, it’s as if Richard has never fully ad- 
justed to what actually happened. 

Now married, he has four children but 
still lives in the same LA suburb of 
Downey the Carpenter family moved to 
when Richard and Karen were teenagers. 
Much has been written and hinted at about 
the disturbing closeness of their brother- 



Richard Carpenter, blowing his own trumpet - but still best known as brother of the more famous Karen, below 


Photograph: Nicoia Kurtz 


sister relationship. 

Even now the interest in the Carpen- 
ters phenornonen hasn't abated. There are 
three new American documentaries cur- 
rently in the pipeline. 

“We spent a hell of a lot of time to- 
gether." he says uncomfortably. But 
weren't they uncommonly dose? 

“With the exception of the occasional 
squabble we always got along very well as 
kids and growing up. ft was a damned good 
thing, cause wc were together in the stu- 
dio and together out on the road." Perhaps 
it's a loss he will never get over? "Have you 
ever lost a brother or a sister?" he asks. 

Despite the millions of times he's 
talked about it over the years, the pain still 
seems raw. “I hear the only thing that’s 
worse is losing a child, which 1 can well 
imagine. That great voice, that great lady, 
gone at 32. 1 don't see uny rhyme or rea- 
son far it" He must have known how se- 
riously ill she was. “I could see it in her eyes. 
But even though you say to yourself * You 
can die from this.' you never really believe 
it’s going to happen." 

Unprompted he volunteers that he still 
feels guilty- about the other emotions he 
went through after her death. “It was a lit- 


tle bit selfish of me. In addition to every- 
thing else I thought of all these songs yet 
to be recorded which she was not going to 
be able to do." In recent years be has spent 
most of his time producing other people's 
records. Nothing he has composed has en- 
joyed the success of the Carpenters in their 
heyday. 

His “new" album - Richard Carpenter. 
Pianist, Arranger, Compose, Conductor - 
is (bar two new tracks) an instrumental re- 
working of all the old songs. Why go over 
old ground? “If I just took the original 
arrangements that would be a travesty to 
Karen's memory, but this is a whole dif- 
ferent animal from the Carpenters 
records." You might say he’s cashing in. 
‘They're my songs you know" he retorts 
defensively in particularly DaiTen-like 
fashion. “I have as much right as anybody 
to record them. 1 knew as I was making it 
that people would be popping at me. But 
if I tried to spend my life pleasing every- 
body I'd be in a loony bin." Would Karen 
approve? “Absolutely - I can’t stress 
strongly enough how much she would. She 
was my number one supporter. She would 
love some of the changes I've put on. She 
is in it in spirit without a doubL" 


In November there's another compila- 
tion album. Carpenters: The Love Songs. 
With so much energy still devoted to 
songs that he wrote many years ago per- 
haps he worries that's his lot? 

“Of course I do. I guess Kismet had me 
making it at a younger age. I don't know. 
I don't think the well’s run dry. You see I 



haven’t really tried a great deal. When I 
do sit down and try it turns out to be some- 
thing that doesn't really satisfy me. I think 
a number of people go through that 
though. Tchaikovsky had it." 

That he says is about to change. He’s 
now working to a deadline and has a new 


song “rattling around" his head. “It’s a trib- 
ute to Karen -as a human being and as a 
singer." He has never wanted to work full 
time with another singer. “I've worked with 
the best,” be says simply. “If people are re- 
ally talented it comes out sounding ef- 
fortless. But it's not easy." Demonstrating 
this, his eyes focused on some point into 
the middle distance, he sings the whole of 
the first verse of “Goodbye to Love", pok- 
ing the air as he reaches “All I know is how 
to live without it". 

When their biopic was being made 
Richard informed the producers that, at 
the same time Karen had been struggling 
with anorexia, he had been addicted to 
Quaaludes. “It was a big deal for me so they 
revised the script and the word came back. 
■If Richard feels he has to have ihis in here 
then well pul it in.’ There was nothing I 
wanted more than not having it in there 
but I fell it was the honourable thing to do. 

I was coining off like a boyscoul and I want- 
ed to be an upstanding guy and not have 
everything Mamed on Karen." 


Richard Carpenter. Pianist, .-irrangcr. Com- 
poser. Conductor is out now. Carpenters: The 
Love Songs is released on November IOtb. 


ANN TRENEMAN 


Serve myself? 
What a gas! 


Filling my car with petrol the. other 
day I somehow managed to douse. _ 
.myself m it. I looted around for 
someone to tell a ’self-immolation 
joke or two. bat only found the 
usual array of grim-faced types ' 
brandishing nozzles. 1 wafted in to 
. pay, and the man behind the ’ : - 
. counter did not even register that 
he was serving a human petroL 
bomb. “Sixteen pounds," he 
grunted. It was enough to make you 
want a cigarette very badly indeed. 

• So i t was with a sense of rehef 
. that I read that Shell are bri nging 
back the pump attendant ! plan to 
be first in the queue. “Gan I help 
you?” the young and rather 
muscular petrol pump attendant 
used to ask as 1 drove up. And, of 
course, he could. There were tanks 
to fill, windows to wipe, oil to be 
dipped. Now the only servioMype 
humans on band at petrol stations 
are the gruntmg ones who barely 
look up as they take your money. 

They call it “self-serve" but I just 
call it mde. If is hard to think of a 
shop where you have to do so much 
for yourself. Do restaurants insist 
that you whip up your own lunch? 

“The fast thing women want to 
do is pump their own petrol," said 
Phil Turbcrville, a Shell executive 
turned pump attendant who 
launched the company’s “pit stop" 
initiative. This is, of course, deeply 
sexist but sounds OK by me- 1 can 
remember the day my colleague 
Barb gasped: “Fill my own tank! 

Why would I want to do that if 
someone will do it for me?” 

In recent years there has been 
no one in Britain to serve the Barbs 
of this world. Kathryn Pope, brand 
development manager for Shell 
UK, understands this because Shell 
has been analysing Us customers. 

“Price is not the driving force for 
most of the UK." she says. Instead 
the company identified six customer 
attitudes. There are those who buy 
brand names and those who don't 
care. Some are guided only by price 
while others will not queue. Finally 
there are “low confidence drivers” 
and the bolder, “relaxed” type. 

Ms Pope would not spell out 
who exactly would go for service 
over price, say, but Barb, for 
example, is more than a little 
impatient, hates getting dirty and 
likes lo feel valued. 

In some countries it is illegal to 
pump your own petroL The idea is 
to preserve minimum-wage jobs but 
the result is that drivers get to sit 
back while someone else does the 
dirty work. It's the kind of thing 
some of us human petrol bombs > 

could get used to very quickly W 

indeed. i 
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My daughter won’t love me unless I give her £100 to go shopping 



VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


WHAT READERS SAY 


DILEMMAS 


Andrea, a struggling 
single parent, is upset 
by her 14-year-old 
daughter’s demands 
for money: £100 for a 
shopping trip with rich 
friends. If she doesn't 
cough up, the girl says 
Andrea doesn’t love 
her. Andrea could ask 
the lather, who's never 
paid upkeep, but she 
feels so miserable she’s 
had to take time off 
work with depression. 


Andrea's daughter is growing up. 
Grown-ups want to have money and 
spend money, bui Andrea’s daughter 
has to leam that money doesn’t grow on 
trees. It has to be earned. And Andrea 
ought to sit her daughter down and 
show her exactly where the money goes. 
After all. the poor child probably 
doesn't know what a gas bill looks like - 
she probably Lhinks gas and electricity 
just come whizzing into the house, like 
air. Does she have any idea what poll tax 
is, or how it’s spent on street cleaning 
and libraries? Does she know how much 
prescription charges axe? Does she re- 
alises that every time the washing ma- 
chine is used, more money is going 
down the drain, along with the dirty wa- 
ter 3long with the expensive washing 
powder? Does she realise thai baths and 
heating and all the other things she 
takes for granted, cost money? If An- 
drea could ask her advice on her budget 
and suggest how they cut down, it would 
also give her daughter much more of a 
sense of responsibility. “How are we go- 
ing to find a little bit more money?” is 
the question to ask, not “How am I go- 
ing to find money?" 

Fourteen-year-old girls are not inca- 
pable of earning money, either, and by 
car-washing, newspaper-delivering, 
baby-silting or walking other people's 
dogs Andrea's daughter could probably 
scrape up enough of her own cash to 
spend on clothes and sound systems, 
with only a small amount added by her 
mum. Her daughter isn’t greedy, just a 
normal 14-ycar-oId growing up. If she 
didn’t begin to want to be financially au- 
tonomous at this age, and wanted to re- 
main dependent on Andrea choosing 
her clothes from charily shops, then An- 
drea would indeed have something to 
worrv abouL 


There are two other factors here. 
Why on earth has the father never paid 
a bean towards his daughter’s upkeep? 
And why is it the poor daughter who has 
to go cap in han d to him? It sounds as if 
she hasn’t had a lot of contact with him, 
and to have to crawl off to him asking 
for cash would be incredibly humiliating. 
It's difficult enough for adults lo ask 
each other for money, but 14-year-old 
girls are pretty much incapable, unless 
it's from a dose parent. She may fed 
that by asking her father for money she 
would risk losing what little affection he 
has for her, anyway. 

No, it’s Andrea who, with her cx- 
partner. conceived the child, and it’s An- 
drea who ought lo take the 
responsibility of meeting the father and 
having a talk about extra funds. Indeed 
she should have done this a long time 
ago, and, if it comes to it, she ought to 
be consulting a solicitor about this pre- 
posterous situation and, if need be. tak- 
ing him to court. 

The other factor is Andrea’s unhap- 
piness. It seems that she feels complete- 
ly powerless about this situation, and 
retreats into depression, losing yet more 
money by taking time off work and stay- 
ing at home crying. She should see her 
doctor, for a start, and see whether he 
or she could arrange a visit to a sensible, 
pragmatic counsellor who specialises in 
sorting out fairly simple family problems 
without delving deep into her past 

Andrea needs to take control. Her 
daughter's wail that her mother doesn’t 
love her is part typical manipulative 
teenage emotional blackmail, but part, I 
think, a longing for her mother to pull 
herself together and be a proper moth- 
er, a mother who can make firm deci- 
sions. and take more initiative. 


Encourage your daughter 
to use money sensibly 

Discussing your anxieties with 
your daughter Is crucial. The 
more involved she is in discus- 
sions about budgeting and pay- 
ing bills, the more aware she wDI 
become of your position. 

Like her. 1 am (he daughter 
of a low-income single parent, 
and although my siblings and I 
were clothed and fed, there 
simply wasn't enough for any 
“extras". We were encouraged 
therefore lo finance our own 
treats and inessentials with odd 
jobs and part-time work. 

AJ though I was often jealous 
of my better-tiff friends. 1 am 
now at an advantage, as my 
experience of budgeting on a low 
income is valuable in my life as 
an impoverished university 
student. 

Don't let your daughter use 
emotional blackmail on you. 
and encourage her to become 
financially aware and independ- 
ent - she will be grateful in the 
long run. 

R Meek, Have 


Be firm: you can't give her 
all she is asking for 

Your daughter is trying it on. 
Treat her as a young adult and 
explain that you cannot possibly 
give her what she wants, and that 
the financial pressures are mak- 
ing you ill. But be firm: no 
means no. 

She will (though it won’t 
happen overnight) remember 
! be sacrifices you made over the 
years. But mostly she will re- 
member the speeial love 
between you both: that sort of 
love never fades. 

Sandra Harper. Belfast 


can work non-stop with no 
breaks - go for a full-time job. 

Remember, vour daughter is 
like a fledgeling. You both need 
love and help. 

Gillian Rivaz 
AUlemev. Channel Isles 


Both of you need a bit of 
help - and love 

I do not think it is altogether fair 
to describe your 14-year-old 
daughter as “greedy”. At this 
age. she is probably unused to 
managing money - and has no 
concept of your struggles to 
cope. 

Give her a fixed allowance, 
and open a hank or huiiding so- 
ciety account for her. Gel your 
own life better sorted. No one 


Your daughter is a normal 
teenager >abit spoilt 

I have just suffered two or three 
awful years of mid-teen revolt 
(or revultingness) from my sec- 
ond daughter. At 17 she is still 
spiky, but gradually becoming 
much mure relaxed and a good 
companion. Teenage girls can be 
real bitches ... 

Andrea’s daughter sounds a 
little bit .spoilt, and is possibly 
taking advantage of the lone par- 
ent situation of her mother. In 
fact, she's just “uying it on" with 
demands for money to keep up 
with her friends and has calcu- 
lated how to hurt her mother the 
most. It just shows she's grow- 
ing up and needs to be inde- 
pendent in some ways. I 
honestly doubt that her friends 
really have so much to spend on 


one shopping trip - it sounds like 
bravado and showing off among 
the peer group. Most girls love 
browsing, trying on clothes in in- 
numerable boutiques, ending 
up with a small lop for £10. This 
can be good fun. I'm assured. 

Suggestions. Andrea explains 
in a “grown-up" fashion why she 
can't afford vast sums -tells her 
about the bills, earnings and so 
on. Could the girl be given a 
small clothes allowance ( Mother 
decides how much, and 
shouldn't be pressured into 
more than she can afford)? She 
could be paid small amounts for 
“extra jobs" such as window 
cleaning or car cleaning if she’s 
walling, just to give her an idea 
of finances. She may well refuse 
- but at least it’s been offered. 

Basically. Andrea needs her 
daughter on her side so that they 
can support each other. She 
must be firm with her, so that the 
girl understands the situation. 

Her daughter just sounds 
the normal teenage pain, but this 
could be bard to handle alone. 
J Hunter (Mrs), Southampton 


# 


NEXT WEEK'S DILEMMA 


1 always thought we had a pretty 
normal childhood. buL my sister 
has suddenly revealed that our 
father sexually abused her when 
she was nine or ten. 

Apparently he crept Into her 
room and fiddled with her at 
nighL and she never told anyone. 


I was around then, and noticed 
nothing, but who am I to believe, 
and whose side should I lake? My 
father denies it totally, of course 
(and is dreadfully upset) os does 
my mother. My sister just shrugs 
her shoulders and says she never 
wants to see either of them again. 


What can I do? 1 feel loyal to 
both of them, but I’m in such a 
difficult position. 

Judith 


Letters an- welcome, and everyone 
who has a suggestion quoted will 
he sent a bouquet from Inrcrflora 


Send comments to me at the 
Features Department, “The Indep- 
endent', I Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London EI4 5DL (fax: 
0171-293 2382 ) by Tuesday morn- 
ing. And if you have a dilemma 
of your own that yon would life 
to share, please let me know. 


i. . , 
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[ . ;T. heard the new* m HnI . 

; wood, halfway ilm^ a 
1 ?*** tap. As IcanSfcJ^ 

JWWtaents and headld S 
^London, I wondered how we 
-joald cope without him. ^ 

iHLS* « ° f PhOtopfay 
Potions, the company h e 
to found, dev^Sto 
.. &atleast commercial of all a£ 

.*■”*“* ? e restoration and 

praototion of sflem fnwT 

‘ .ki ft *?* Vld ^ « ^Place- 
abl . e ‘ He wa « musical, and 
understood the complexities 
of .imposing and conducting 

!^ e theatre and could 
Uve Cinema" presen- 

t^nstoa highly profesaoa- 

al level, he had been a film 
editor and director and he 
knew how to restore films and 
■ “ documentaries. He 
didn t need us nearly so much 
as we needed him 

David Gill was born in New 
Guinea in 1928, where his fa- 
♦ **“*■» Cecfl Gill, brother of the 
artist Enc Gill, was a mission- 
. ary doctor. The family left in 
1933 when his mother con- 
tracted Blackwater Fever. He 
lived for years in Cardiff, where 
his father became a GP. He en- 
rolled as a ballet student just af- 
ter the war and performed at 
the re-opening of Covent Gar- 
den in 1946. He reached the 
rank of soloist in the Sadler’s 
'Wells Theatre Ballet, and he 
married a young dancer, 
Pauline Wadsworth, who sub- 
sequently taught at White 
Lodge. 

On tour with the Ballet to 

South Africa, he made a film on 
♦ the tong sea journey, in the style 
of a silent comedy, title cards 
and all; John Lanchbery, con- 
ductor for the Ballet, accom- 
panied it on piano. (More than 


years later, he composed the 

score for two of our silents.) 

. GjlUeft in 1955 to go 
rato films. He was one of the 

°^al employees of commer- 

aai television, working in the 
Odtmg rooms of Assoriated- 
^tediflusion. Among the docu- 
mentaries he edited were two 
^ ward-winning programmes, 
Famine, directed by Jack Gold, 
and Children of the Revolution, 
directed by Robert Kee. 

In 1968 - somewhat out of 
character - he directed and 
edited The Dave Clark Five 
Special. That year he joined 
^n^es Television as a direc- 
tor and made many documen- 
teras for This Week in such risky 
places as Vietnam, South 
Africa and Northern Ireland. 
Jeremy Isaacs chose him to 
make a lyrical documentary 
on the Thames, m 1 End My 
Song, which was nominated 
for Emmy and Bafta awards. 

It was by a remarkable co- 
incidence that I met him. My 
father was a commercial artist, 
specialising in the lettering for 
film posters in the 1940S. He ad- 
mired no one so much as Eric 
GAL As a child, 1 remember the 
name being invoked frequent- 
ly, and 1 recall being taken by 
tny parents to an exhibition of 
Gill sculpture. When, in 1975, 
Jeremy Isaacs asked me to 
work at Thames Television on 
a 13-part series abut silent-era 
Hollywood and teamed me 
with the nephew of Eric Gill, 

I realised his selection was 
inspired. 

David Gill told me that dur- 
ing the Second World he 
had been in charge of film 
presentations at school at Bel- 
mont Abbey, Hereford - the 
headmaster could not afford a 
sound projector so the boys saw 
silent films, just as at my schooL 
David was put in charge of 
choosing the records- and, the 
school being Roman Catholic; 
he bad the task of lowering a 
discreet cardboard shutter 
when, for instance, the night- 
club dance in Metropolis be- 


came too racy. (He learned to 
change focus sharply, so at 
least he could enjoy it!) 

Even though this was ideal 
training, he needed a refresh- 
er course, so for weeks Gill 
came to my flat in Gloucester 
Road to watch everything from 
America (D.W. Griffith) to 
Zaza (Gloria Swanson). 1 was 
startled at the lack of response. 
1 remember telling my wife, 
“I’ve tried everything. But I 
don't think the Sms are getting 
through to him." I blamed the 
corroding effect of television, 
but I could not have been more 
wrong. Gffl was so impressed ty 
the artistic standard of these 
long-forgotten films that he 
devoted the rest of his life to 
reviving them. 

The British film industry is 
foil of writer-director teams - 
Powell and Pressburger, Laun- 
der and GOliat - but in televi- 
sion such partnerships are 
regarded with suspicion. Be- 
cause I was an established film 
historian, it was generally as- 
sumed that Gill was the sleep- 
ing partner. This was as 
ludicrous as it was unfair. He 
ran the show. He knew televi- 
sion, and could cope with the 
political as well as foe aesthet- 
ic side. As a former editor, he 
had a formidable command of 
technique and the success of 
our first series - Hollywood 
(1980) - was due far more to 
him than to me. 

1 look back with embar- 
rassment to the fact that I 
nearly turned the series down 
because I thought television 
people would have too tittle re- 
spect for the old pictures. 
David Gill was not just careful 
he outdid me in a relentless 
search for accuracy. He had a 
min d tike a lawyer and J used 
to wilt under his interroga- 
tions. But his line of question- 
ing often revealed cracks in my 
research. He was also a pow- 
erful persuader. I defy anyone 
to have resisted once he had 
decided it was necessary to do 
something. 


These powers of persua- 
sion were responsible for a 
commercial television compa- 
ny staging my restoration of 
Napoleon (1927), a five-hour 
silent film with three-screen se- 
quences and a score by Carl 
Davis. When people said, 
“Well that was amazing, but 
you’ll never gel people into 
anything less spedacular", he 
and Carl Davis initiated regu- 
lar public screenings of silent 
films with live orchestra - the 
Thames SQents, eventually to 
become the Channel Four 
Silents. 

Gill and I worked on a num- 
ber of documentaries for 
Thames -almost all devoted to 
silent films. Thames gave them 
what they needed - good pub- 
licity, slots at peak viewing 
time - and were rewarded with 
decent ratings and Emmys. 
Which company nowadays 
would subsidise three or four 
years’ work on a series about 
silent films? 

Thke Unknown Chaplin , for 
instance. While working on 
Hollywood, we discovered films 
in the official Chaplin vault that 
had never been seen in public, 
and Lady Chaplin gave us per- 
mission to use them. It was Gill 
who turned this single discov- 
ery, momentous as it was, into 
a epic. 

There was at that time a no- 
torious Collector and Distrib- 
utor whose methods had 
alienated almost everyone. He 
was a very peculiar person and 
an evening with him would 
have made a perfect ordeal in 
a Japanese television show. 
Every month without fail Gill 
would have dinner with this 
character for the sake of our 
work. The man would not even 
speak to me; I was tainted as a 
film collector; Gill on the oth- 
er hand was “dean". One 
evening. Gill mentioned this 
Chaplin coup and the Collec- 
tor asked how much had been 
found. About 30 cans, said 
GilL 

“Is that all?” 



mm# 



Find of the century: Gill left, with his editor Trevor Waite, takes delivery of a cache of Charlie Chaplin rushes, 1981 


“What do you mean, 7s 
that all?’ " 

“I’ve got more than that." 

“You’ve got more than that 
of what?" 

“More than that of Chap- 
lin...” 

And so be made foe Great 
Discovery - it took 18 months 
of delicate negotiation, which 
he had to do entirely alone. He 
was rewarded by the arrival of 
a pantechnicon from France 
piled with rusty cans. Inside he 
found 300,000ft of original 
camera negative of Chaplin’s 
Mutual comedies - the out- 
takes, in rushes form. He soon 
realised that Chaplin rehearsed 
on film, and foe rushes, once 
put in numerical order, turned 
out to be the equivalent of an 
artist's sketchbook. £f ever 
there was the cinematic Find of 


the Century, this was it. The re- 
sult was our three-part series. 
Unknown Chaplin , which won 
an Eramy and a Peabody 
Award. 

Gill was also responsible 
for foe restoration of two of foe 
most important films ever 
made - The Birth of a Nation 
(1915) and The Gold Rush 
(1925). The Gold Rush had 
been converted by Chaplin into 
a sound film with his own nar- 
ration in 1942. The original ma- 
terial for foe silent version had 
been discarded and no prints 
gpod enough for Live Cinema 
presentation survived. When a 
master-copy intended for Japan 
was discovered in foe vaults. 
Gill undertook to pul foe film 
back as it had been in 1925, 
complete with intertitles made 
to match foe original. 


Bui he always felt the true 
act of restoration was returning 
the films to the theatre, and he 
laid great stress on the orches- 
tral accompaniment, quoting 
King Vidor's comment that 
music was 50 per cent of foe 
emotion. For The Gold Rush, 
Carl Davis adapted Chaplin’s 
music for foe 1942 reissue. For 
The Birth of a Nation, Jack 
Lanchbery adapted foe 1915 
Breil score. The hunt for the 
last surviving timed print of foe 
film was another epic quest, and 
foe result will be shown at the 
Pbrdenone Silent Rim Festival 
next month - in David Gill's 
honour. 

Gill had a maddening habit 
he was always 10 minutes late, 
unless it was an important 
event, when he was slightly 
later. And vet for rehearsals or 


recordings when orchestras 
were involved be was religiously 
punctual (although when he 
wasa dancer he once missed his 
cue and a pas etc deux became 
a pas dim). He would not 
brook interruption, and the 
normal to and fro of conversa- 
tion was unknown to him. But 
he was very witty, remarkably 
generous (especially where 
credit was concerned - he al- 
ways insisted my name came 
first) and he had the kind of in- 
tegrity that seems to have van- 
ished from our post-war world. 

His latest project was to se- 
cure foe new Sadler’s Wells as 
a home for silent film; he also 
planned to present archival 
dance films with live accom- 
paniment, so bringing his career 
full circle. 

- Kevin Brown /ow 


George Owen 
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George Owen, jockey and 
racehorse trainer; bom 
Ledfham, Cheshire 25 
December 1907; married 1934 
Margaret Done (Tour 
daughters); died Bridgnorth, 
^ Shropshire 29 September 
“l997. 


U was not just as the trainer of 
some high-class steeplechasers 
foal George Owen left bis 
mark on foe sport of National 
Hunt racing. Owen’s Cheshire 
base was foe springboard 
from which three champion 
jump jockeys, as well as a 
champion amateur, launched 
their careers. 

The most famous jockey to 
graduate from the Owen ranks 
was Dick Francis, now better 
' known as a world-famous au- 
foor, although he will be also 
remembered as foe jockey of 
the Queen Mother’s Devon 
Loch, who inexplicably did the 
splits when about to win foe 
Grand National. 


As well as Francis, the oth- 
er champion professionals to 
start their career with Owen 
were Tim Brookshaw and Stan 
Mellor. It was Mellor who part- 
nered perhaps Owen’s best 
horse as a trainer. Sandy Ab- 
bot, to victory in foe 1963 Na- 
tional TVvo-Mile Champion 
Chase at the Cheltenham 
Festival. While Sandy Abbot 
was Owen’s best horse as a 
trainer, it was another chaser, 
Russian Hero, who gave him 
his most famous victory when 
landing foe Grand National in 
1949. 

He achieved a fair share of 
big race success as a rider, too, 
most notably when winning 
foe Cheltenham Gold Cup in 
1939, foe last pre-war running 
of steepiechasing’s Blue 
Riband event. 

Owen was boro on Christ- 
mas Day in 1907 in Ledsbam, 
a village near Chester, and be 
was to spend his entire career, 
both as rider and trainer, based 
in the Cheshire area. Coming 


as be did from a farming fam- 
ily, it was little surprise that 
Owen, who was educated at 
EDesmere College in Shrop- 
shire, took an active interest 
from an early age in equine pur- 
suits. His particular interest 
was hunting, and he was in- 
volved in foe local Wirral 
Harriets from foe age of 10. 

He was only IS when he 
started riding competitively as 
an amateur. His hugest success 
under that states came when 
winning foe 1930 Cheltenham 
Foxhunters’ Chase on Mefler- 
ay’s Bdle. While riding among 
foe unpaid ranks, Owen also 
enjoyed a number of success- 
es with the North Yorkshire 
trainm Walter Easterly, the un- 
de of the successful trainers 
Mick and Peter Easterby. 
Owen turned professional as a 
jockey in 1932. 

Not long before war broke 
out, he bad established an im- 
pressive reputation as a leading 
National Hunt rider. That rep- 
utation was capped with foe 


1939 Cheltenham Gold Cup 
victory of Brendan’s Cottage. 
He was taking on the previous 
year’s Gold Cup winner, Morse 
Code, but ran on well up the 
hill to defeat the defending 
champion by five lengths, foe 
pair having jumped the last 
together. Cheltenham was a 
successful course for Owen, 
who also won that year's 
Grand Annual Chase with The 
Professor DL 

He began training in 1945 
with a small string based at 
Larche in Cheshire. It was a 
year later that his first jump 
jockey protdgd, Dick Brands, 
recently demobilised from foe 
RAF, joined him. Francis’s first 
ride for foe trainer was Russ- 
ian Hero, who was at a stage of 
his racing career where his 
subsequent states of Grand 
National hero would have 
seemed far too fanciful. 

In another ironic link be- 
tween Francis and Russian 
Hero, foe jockey bad actually 
finished second to the Oweo 


chaser in foe 1949 National, 
when be was riding a horse 
called Roimond. Earlier in 
both horse and jockey's careers, 
Frands had tended Russian 
Hero through foe night to 
prevent an attack of colic 
becoming fatal. 

Russian Hero, who had 
been regarded an unlikely stay- 
er for the gruelling Ain tree 
spectacular, was sent off a 
66-1 outsider when winning 
foe National He fell at the first 
fence when trying to win the 
race for foe second year run- 
ning, an uncanny fete which 
has befallen other National 
winners such as Aldaniti and 
Hallo Dandy. 

The National was a race in 
which Owen made frequent 
attempts to repeat that success 
but never quite succeeded. 
Martinique was sixth for him in 
the 1956 National while he had 
the second and fourth, Badan- 
locb and Tea Friend, in I960, 
the first year foe race was tele- 
vised live, when it was won by 


Merryman II. Another of his 
National winners, Peacetown. 
who had woo a smaller race 
over the famous fences, the 
Top ham Trophy, led for much 
of foe way in 1964, when he was 
third to Team Spirit and Pur- 
ple Silk. Another again of 
Owen’s best horses. Two 
Springs, started favourite for 
the 1970 National but fell at foe 
third fence before going on to 
finish sixth to Specify in foe 
1971 running. 

Owen, who trained for foe 
15 years of his career in Tiver- 
ton, also in Cheshire, was re- 
garded as an extremely loyal 
man to work for. As well as 
starting the careers of Francis, 
Brookshaw. and Mellor, he 
also provided a great deal of 
success for foe champion am- 
ateur rider Steve Davenport. 

After his retirement he act- 
ed as a steward at Haydock and 
Liverpool, two local tracks at 
which be bad enjoyed a great 
deal of success. 

- Richard Griffiths 



Russian Hero, trained by Owen and ridden by Leo 
McMorrow, jumps to victory at the 1949 Grand National. 
Another of Owen’s jockeys, Dick Francis, finished second 
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I Forthcoming 
i marriages 

; Mr A. B. Hoboes 

| and Miss R. I« Coles 

I The engagement is announced be- 

; tween Archibald, son of Mr and Mre 

5 BAX Holmes, of Beuenden, Kent, 
s and Rachel, younger daughter of Mr 
• and Mis J-EA Coles, of Ham- 
: brook, BristoL 

I Birthdays 

I Mr Trevor 

lord Davies, Chainnan, Welsh Na- 
: dona! Opera, 57; Miss Anna 
I broadcaster, 54; Mr Aster FrankL p- 

| ante e » » OjgSSSTg 


• Magdalene 

j SJTSkt Hofem femw H'ad; 

: master. Giartertwuse School 53, 

j sTwato L»nreft 

i , .-..tenant of Somerset, 7&, Mr 

I KwriterlTljMrM^^ 

ils«ss»ss3 

■ ISSW, 42; Mr Duncan 3hOTi-- 
! SUe Srtser Scottish NatiOOaJPor- 

l Km 


! 2*£*2 I ffirths; Richard Iff King, 1452; 
Jk. 


2824;. Paul Ludwig Haas voa Be- 
neckendorf von Hmdenbnrg, field 
marshal and statesman, 1847; Jufins 
“Groucbo" Marx, comedian, 1890; 
Budd Abbot, comedian. 1895; Hen- 
ry Graham Greene, novelist, 1904. 
Deaths: Benoit Andran, artist and en- 
graver, 1721; Sir Thomas Johnstone 
Upton, sportsman and merchant, 
1931; Marie Slopes, birth control 
pioneer, 1958; Marcel Duchamp 
(Henri-Pierre Roche), Surrealist 
painter, 1968; Rode Hudson (Roy 
Fitzgerald Scherer), actor, 2985. On 
this dayz SaZadm catered Jerusalem, 
1 187; Rome became the capftal city 
of Italy, 287% foe Mormon leader 
Brigham Young was arrested for 
bigamy, 1872; foe first rugby match 
waspteyed at TMdmabain, 190R Ab- 
ypdma (Ethiopia) was invaded by- 
Italy, 1935; foe British Cwmal re- 
ceived a Royal Charter, 194G; after 
colliding with foe Queen Maty liner, 
foeBritish cruiser Curasao sank off 
the coast of Donegal with foe loss 

Of 308 lives, 19G; Guinea became an 
independent republic, 1958; Neil 
lOnnock became leader of foe 
Labour Party, 1983- foday is foe 

I%astD^rofStHeuilieraBafNa»- 
The Guardian Angels apd Si 
Legeror Leodeganus. 


Luncheons 

Association of Forefen Affairs 
Journalists 

Mr Gabor Szenticanvi, Hungarian 
Ambasffidor, was foe guest of hon- 
our at a luncheon held yesterday by 
the Association of Foreign Affairs 
Journalists at foe Gay Hussar, Lm- 
don WL Mr Jonafoaa Fryer, ?KSr 
dent of foe Association, was m foe 
i-hair . 


LAW REPORT: 2 October 1997 


No remand of young offenders to adult prisons 


The Home Secretary had no 
general power to detain 
young offenders in an adult 
prison or remand ce n tre 
pending allocation to a young 
offender ins ti t uti on, and a 
pofley which made that a 
routine practice was 

unlawful. 

Regina v Accringite Youth Court 
and others, ex parte fr Queen’s 
Bendi Divisional Cart (Sedley and 
AstS j)) 22 August 1997 


The Queen's Bench Division- 
al Court quashed a warrant of 
commitment committing the 
applicant, who was aged 16, to 
Rikey Remand Centre after 
she had been sentenced to 8 
months’ detention in a young 
offender institution for a num- 
ber of offences. 

Ian Woe (Cfydc Chappell & Botham, 
Sroie-on-TtfU) for die appScara; 
Rohm lam (Ttasuzy So&±or)far the 
respondents. 

Mr Justice Sedky said that 


there was no allocation centre 
for females in the prison sys- 
tem which was designated as a 
young offender institution, nor 
was there any female young of- 
fender institution as such in the 
country. There were five wo- 
men's prisons of which parts 
bad been designated young 
offender institutions, and rtwas 
to those that girls aged 15 to 17 
were or should be allocated. 

There was a conflict of ev- 
idence about what had hap- 
pened to the applicant between 
her arrival at Rikey and release 
on bail two weeks later, which 
the court had cot been called 
upon to resolve. Their Lord- 
ships simply recorded their 
anxiety at the issues it raised 
about the possibility of close 
and unsupervised contact be- 
tween a young offender who 
would by definition be in some 
measure disturbed and adult 
women prisoners whose range 
of possible devi antes needed 
no elaboration. 


Section 1C(2) of the Crim- 
inal Justice Act 1982. as 
amended, provided; 

The Secretary of State may from 
time to time direct foal an offend- 
er sentenced 10 detention in a >t>irag 
offender hstitinion or to custody Tor 
life shall be detained in a prison or 
reuiaDd centre instead of a young of- 
fender institution, but if he is under 
18 at foe lime of the direction, only 
for a temporary purpose. 

It was contended for the 
respondents that the power con- 
tained in that section was ex- 
ercised from day to day by the 
reception staff at Risley as de- 
legates of lie Home Secretary, 
against the background of 
the relevant circular instruction. 
The Allocation of Female 
Offenders. 

Annex B to the circular in- 
struction directed those who 
had been authorised to cany 
out the Home Secretary's func- 
tions to do so according to list- 
ed criteria. The important one 
for present purposes was (e), 
which in terms permitted 


young offenders following sen- 
tence to be held in a remand 
centre, namety a prison, for al- 
location purposes. Since there 
was nowhere else in the prison 
system where allocation of 
young offenders could lake 
place, no discretion whatever 
was being delegated to the 
Home Secretary’s officers. The 
question was whether that was 
lawful. 

It was clear from the terms 
of section 1C that it was not The 
power of the Home Secretary, 
aud therefore that of his des- 
ignated officers, to depart from 
the provision for allocation to 
a young offender institution 
was limited to permission 
•‘from time to time [loj direct 
that an offender . . , shall be 
detained in a prison or rem- 
and centre ... for a temporary 
purpose" if under 18. 

That phraseology made 
plain that Parliament was au- 
thorising the Home Secretary 
on occasion to place a partic- 


ular offender under the age of 
18 temporarily in a prison or re- 
mand centre. It did not au- 
thorise him to make it a 
practice to do so; it did not au- 
thorise him to give such a di- 
rection in relation to offenders 
generally; and it did not au- 
thorise him to keep them in a 
prison or remand centre for 
however long it took (possibly 
the whole length of the sen- 
tence) to make a lawful place- 
ment in a young offender 
institution. 

The practice not only per- 
mitted but enjoined by the 
combination of the circular 
instruction and the total non- 
availability of any young of- 
fender institution to which 
newly sentenced female young 
offenders could be sent was a 
violation of the principle con- 
tained in section IC( I) of the 
1 9S2 Act and an excess of the 
powers contained in section 
IC(2). 

- Kate O'Hanlon, Barrfcter 
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Universities need more money. Why fudge the fees issue? 
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Kids and their parents look around at jobs 
and they look at qualifications. They 
don’t need the mantra of modernisation, 
chanted loud in Brighton this week, to see 
that our kind of society and economy in- 
creasingly rewards the highly educated. 
They make rational assessments of 
prospects, which explains why tuition 
fees have bad no effect on young people’s 
intentions to apply to university. Gradu- 
ates and those with vocational qualifica- 
tions are paid more and therefore should 
pay more. The eleraentaiy justice of that 
explains why - whatever Labour confer- 
ence delegates may think - public recep- 
tion of the governments plans has been 
so warm. 

Yet it seems to have been Labour ac- 
tivists rather than the public to whom 
Labour leaders have been listening. Which 
is why a golden opportunity for securing 
the finances of educational expansion at 
the post- 18 level for the long haul has only 
been balf-grasped. 


The dimensions of the problem are 
these. Universities can be squeezed to 
make them more efficient, and have 
been. Universities and colleges can do 
more to attract private sector money. Some 
have been remarkably successful, and not 
only Oxbridge. But significantly more 
places can only be paid for by extra pub- 
lic subvention or a larger contribution from 
students. What the Dealing Committee 
offered the Government, albeit tentatively, 
was a way to do something the Tbries, for 
all their fine words, bad funked: to readjust 
the balance of payments between indi- 
vidual students (for whom there is un- 
questionably a persona] benefit 
measurable in higher lifetime earnings! 
and the body of taxpayers at large. It was 
a poor report, because it should have been 
much more sharply focused, in order to 
achieve more persuasive public impact. 

David Biunkett's plan could and should 
have been much mare radical in shifting 
the balance further towards the personal 


beneficiary. He is asking students to pay 
£1.000 towards their tuition, and even that 
obligation will fall in full on only a frac- 
tion. The ‘'extra'* money produced — 
assuming taxpayer contributions contin- 
ue at broadly the present rate - might in 
theory finance some growth in student 
numbers. But here now is the Prime Min- 
ister pledging further expansion: 500,000 
extra places by 2002. Mr Blair's ambition 
is praiseworthy. It is completely at one with 
his vision of a competitive, achieving 
Britain. The trouble is, it can only be paid 
for by a much more ambitious recasting 
of the basic finances of higher education. 

Even if a large proportion of these ex- 
tra places are to be found in that archi- 
pelago of local colleges labelled “further 
education”, where will the incremental 
finance come from? Post- 18 FE students 
pay fees. Some, for example the unem- 
ployed who will get training as part of 
Labour's New Deal, will have fees reim- 
bursed from money that is already allo- 


cated. But for the rest the only option is 
full -cost fees - which part-timers already 
pay - malting any expansion self-financ- 
ing. That would work only if FE students 
could rdy on souk: marked increase in em- 
ployers' willingness to pay for their train- 
ing or, like their university contemporaries, 
could tap into a loans scheme. 

If the places Mr Blair envisions are to 
be found from expanding the universities 
of Cambridge, Coventry or Cornwall (still 
barely an embryo), students would have 
to meet a higher proportion of their course 
costs. Where else would the extra come 
from? Let's lightly skip over the techni- 
cal point that more loans mean more pub- 
lic expenditure in the short run. Let's face 
instead the tricky question of whether 
those three universities should even be un- 
der the same funding regime. 

World-class Cambridge does in fact 
charge more for its college-based tu- 
ition; its system offends the Labour dog- 
ma that differential fees are unacceptable. 


But why shouldn't Cambridge and Uni- 
versity College, London and similar .in- 
stitutions seek to preserve their qualities 
by demanding more from students? Does 
Mr Blunkeit really want Old "Labour 
egalitarian misery-sharing. Agauv the 
way forward has to be a re-examination - 
of the loans scheme. Cambridge and 
suchlike places do offer a superior edu- . . 
cation. It can be open to all only if every- 
one has equal access to the means to pay 
for it — t hat js to say a loan they can re- 
pay from their enhanced lifetime earnings. 

Tony Blair’s instinct is absolutely right. _ 
The question he has posed his nitimstcre,®' 
especially his Chancellor, is how to pay for 
it. Many Labour MPs may believe that the 
Blunkett tuition fees scheme is a scanty 
“hard choice”. Actually it is only a pigeon 
step nearer the solution. Labour leaders 
may have thought the debate oh fees was 
fraught, but sooner rather than later they 
are going to have to return to their con- 
ference with far more dramatic changes. 
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New Liberal Blair? 

Sir: Donald Macintyre (“An 
impatient leader fast outgrow- 
ing his party”, 1 October) be- 
lieves that Tony Blair’s aim is 
to reunite his party with British 
Liberalism. 

The trouble is that the ter- 
ritory into which he has taken 
New Labour is every bit as alien 
to Liberals as it is to Socialists. 
Beveridge, Keynes and Lloyd 
George, for instance, support- 
ed a form of pragmatic inter- 
ventionism in the economy 
that contrasts starkly with the 
gung-ho approach to the free 
market which the current 
Chancellor espouses. 

Similarly, Labour’s social 
policy, with its curfews and 
compulsory home-school con- 
tracts, suggests that they regard 
the people as a recalcitrant 
bunch in need of discipline 
from the professional dlite 
which they now represent. This 
dismal view could hardly be fur- 
ther from the libertarian and 
egalitarian spirit with which 
ihe best of British Liberalism 
has always been infused. 

If Mr Blair wishes to gain 
Liberal support, he should be- 
gin by behaving more like a Lib- 
eral himself. 

JONATHAN CALDER 
Market Harbomugfi, 
Leicestershire 

Sir: I was outraged to be pre- 
vented from taking port in the 
fringe discussion “Sport for 
all" at the Grand Hotel on Tues- 
day evening, at which Tony 
Banks was speaking. 

Unable to penetrate fortress 
Labour, a large fence stretching 
along a section of Brighton's 
seafront, I was directed to an of- 
fice 15 minutes away to obtain 
the necessary pass. There they 
wanted personal details for a 20- 
minute police check, passport 
photographs and a £5 fee. Not 
surprisingly I didn't make the 
discussion. 

It is a bizarre interpretation 
of a fringe discussion when 
sufficient bureaucratic barriers 
arc erected to deny access for 
the public. It seems Blair's 
Britain is only open to some 
people. Those of us who do not 
have the right credentials are 
not allowed a voice. 

ALEX STANDISH 
Hove, East Sussex 

Sir: I share with Paul Moore 
(Letters. 1 October) a sense of 
unease about the photograph of 



Tony Blair in a Brighton church, 
but for a different reason. 

The nature of the picture 
would suggest that it was taken 
with the permission, if not en- 
couragement. of those con- 
cerned. It reinforces my distaste 
for the way in which Mr Blair 
seems to use his religion lo claim 
the moral high ground. Whilst 
he is free to believe whatever he 
likes, I do wish Mr Blair would 
keep his Christianity to himself, 
and get on with the job of be- 
ing a politician: if I want to hear 
a sertnoo. 1 will go to church. 
BRIAN R MOORE 
Exeter 


Midwives cut 
Sir: One-lo-One Midwifery’ 
Care, an innovative scheme 
for mothers and babies in west 
London, which reaches many 
deprived groups and is loved by 
those who use it is to be cut if 
health commissioners have 
their way. Why? Not because it 


is expensive but because it is 
seen as a soft target for further 
health cuts. 

The scheme means that 
most women have care in 
labour from a midwife they 
know well, and also have “con- 
tinuity of carer " during preg- 
nancy and after the birth. 
One-to-One midwives carry a 
personal caseload of women 
with backup from their partner 
and. when necessary, others in 
the group practice. This is dif- 
ferent from "team midwifery” 
where several midwives all have 
equal responsibility fora much 
larger number nf women and 
there Is less chance to build a 

relationship of confidence and 
trust. The health authority con- 
cerned is now planning to in- 
troduce a team scheme. 

The underlying problem is 
that unrealistic ratios t if midwives 
to births are set as a short-term, 
cash-saving measure. It is scan- 
dalous that expensive - and of- 
ten useless or even dangerous - 


technology is used more and 
more each year regardless of the 
growing cost or evidence of ef- 
fectiveness. Yet asking for sup- 
port from a familiar midwife on 
that special day in your life 
when you give birth is apparently 
loo much to ask. 

MARY NEWBURN 
National Childbirth Trust 
CHRISTINE GOWDRIDGE 
Maternity Alliance 
BEVERD' BEECH 
Association for Improvements 
in the Maternity Services 
London H'.l 

Behaving badly 

Sin No. Suzanne Moore, it is mu 
“fine for men lo be shameless 
sb aggers and hustlers” (“So 
why is it all right for men to grow 
old disgracefully?*'. 1 October). 
Instead of championing vul- 
garity’ in women you should con- 
sider chastising the braying 
coarseness of some men. stirred 
on by the money-hungry media. 


Dignity and wisdom are gen- 
erally regarded as admirable 
and desirable. At present how- 
ever, the media seem to be able 
Lo cull the shots on what is 
worthwhile behaviour. Pleas 
fur the further coarsening of 
women will not make them, or 
our society, any happier. 

IAN FUNTOFF 
London SIV6 


Dealing's figures 

Sir: Although the National 
Committee of inquiry into 
Higher Education is no more. 
I would like lo offer a person- 
al response to your report 
"How Dealings numbers fail to 
add up" (26 September). 

Naturally, I am disappoint- 
ed lhal figures from one of the 
researchers we commissioned 
included some errors. The key 
observation remains un- 
changed: that around 90 per 
cent of part-time students are 
in employment (We were well 


aware from other sources that 
a much lower proportion of 
Open University students are 
employed.) The committee con- 
cluded that there were good rea- 
sons why those in employment 
should not he seen as the high- 
est priority for additional pub- 
lic subsidies. There are other 
even more pressing needs in 
higher education. Such subsidies 
would risk substituting for ex- 
isting employer contributions. 
And remember lhal part-time 
programmes arc already heav- 
ily subsidised through grants lo 
universities and colleges. 

The committee was never- 
theless concerned that would- 
he part-time students who arc 
unemployed should not be de- 
nied higher education. We 
therefore proposed that they 
should have their fees waived 
and I welcome the Govern- 
ment's recent announcement 
that this will happen. We also 
recommended that social se- 
curity benefits should be looked 


at again lo aid participation by 
those who are unemployed. 

You wrongly assert that the 
committee concluded that em- 
ployers should not be expect- 
ed lo contribute more lo the 
costs of part-time higher edu- 
cation. We specified areas 
where employers should con- 
tribute more - especially to- 
wards the growth of 
programmes of continuing pro- 
fessional development for their 
employees. We identified In- 
dividual Learning Accounts as 
a potentially useful way of har- 
nessing employer contributions 
for this and other purposes. 
This is an idea which has to be 
pursued in the conLext of 
broader education and training 
policies and not just for high- 
er education. 

Sir RON BEARING 
Chairman 

The National Committee of 
Inquiry 

into Higher Education 
London H I I 


Rugby: the startling evidence behind Britain’s hidden drugs craze 


Fight for forests 

Sir: It ts not difficult to find peo- f 
pie to blame for the ecological 
disaster in the Indonesian 
forests : the Indonesian gov- 
ernment. which turns a blind eye 
to the activities of the logging 
companies; the logging com- 
panies who exploit the forests 
which used to be the homes of 
native peoples and wildlife; the 
peasants who slash and burn. 

They are all easy to blame 
but hard to influence. Other cul- 
prits lie much closer to hand: the 
British government which takes 
little or no action; UK compa- 
nies which import tropical hard- 
woods; and the British man 
and woman in the street who 
buys hardwood window frames • 
for a conservatory or a hard- 
wood table or lavatory seat 

We cannot put the fires out 
today , but by avoiding these 
products ourselves and applying 
pressure to hnporting companies 
and our government we may be 
able to reduce the chances of 
them happening in the future. 
DAVID ROBINSON 
Burton on Trent, Staffordshire 


Poor grammar 

Sir; Although I disagree with 
much that Colin McCabe writes 
in his review of John Honey’s 
Language is Power (27 Sep-j» 
tember), he raises an interest- w 
mg point, when he claims that 
“How to teach grammar with- 
out the traditional notions of 
’correctness’ is perhaps one of 
the burning questions of our 
lime - but it is too hot for aca- 
demics to handle". 

At the University of Kent 
some of us have been frying to 
do precisely this for at least the 
last ten years. However, because 
of financial exigencies within the 
university as a whole, the section 
responsible for running the pro- 
gramme is being closed down. 
Ironically, the programme could * 
have been saved had the School w, 
of English been prepared to ac- 
commodate us. Unfortunately, 
they too felt that the teaching of 
English grammar was an un- 
necessary luxury. Yet again, 
English graduates, many of 
whom will probably become 
English teachers, are being de- 
prived of a working knowledge 
of their own language. 

TONY BEX 

Senior Lecturer in English 
Language and Linguistics 
University of Kent at 
Canterbury 
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Dangerously Addictive Activi- 
ties: A New Health Series 
No 1: Playing rugby. 

Ls rugby bad for you? 

Well, of coutse it is. but only 
in the way that all sport is. ul- 
timately, bad for you. Or is play- 
ing rugby bad for you in a 
special way? 

Science is now coming to be- 
lieve that there is something 
particularly dangerous about 
rugby, and that it - more than 
any other game - is addictive, 
and can lead to seriously dis- 
turbed behaviour. 

Coasider the evidence. 

Rugby players will always 
tell you that rugby is good for 
you. that it makes you fit. The 
evidence, of course, shows the 
exact opposite - that rugby 
causes you all sorts of horrific 


injuries which leave you at the 
end of your career with old bro- 
ken bones, cauliflower ears, a 
damaged brain and so on. 

Oh, yes. but that is all part 
of life, say rugby players. You 
can break a bone doing any- 
thing. When you are not in- 
jured, you are as fit as can be. 

When you are run injured ... 

In fact, rugby players are not 
uninjured very often. They al- 
most always have niggling 
strains and hamstring worries. 
Some platers are on the injured 
list as much as the team list. 
When they are ploying, they feel 
really well and forget their in- 
juries, but this is because they 
get a buzz from the game which 
gives them a lift. 

Get a buzz ... Gives them a 
lift ... 


Very reminiscent of the 
world of drugs, is it not? 

And scientists are now com- 
ing lo believe lhal rugby is a 
mildly hallucinatory activity, 
which gives people a high and 
a heightened sense of reality. 

Or do we mean a distorted 
sense of reality? 

Consider the facts. 

For ftt) minutes 30 grown 
men run up and down a muddy 
field convinced that: 

a) an oval ball is a sensible 
shape: 

b) it is good lo throw a ball 
backwards but bad to throw it 
forwards: 

c) it is norma! to put your 
arms round other men and in- 
sert your head he tween their 
buttocks, then push as hard as 
possible; 


d) it is good fun to risk having 
your teeth knocked out by- 
clasping running men round the 
knees ... 

These are just a few of the 
things which a rugby player be- 
lieves during a game. though he 
does not believe or do any of 
them at any other lime. 

It stands to reason that his 
grasp of reality Ls skewed. 

The average rugby player 
will also pretend to understand 
and obey u series of regulations 
which moke mi sense to anyone 
else. Recently, the RFU has 
been adding rules about “com- 
ing in from the wrong side” and 
"not releasing the ball” and "go- 
ing over the top” which are vir- 
tually impossible to work out in 
cold blood, let alone in an 
active game. 


Yet the average player nev- 
er disputes these rules, so fud- 
dled Lsheby the cffeci the game 
has on him. When he has the 
hall in his arms, and is tackled, 
and finds himself lying pin- 
ioned under 10 or 12 heavy 
men. and then hears the refer- 
ee penalising him for not re- 
leasing (he ball (which is 
physically impossible), the sen- 
sible reaction would he, if not 
to punch the ref on the nose, 
at least dispute ihe sense of it. 

The rugby player takes it like 
a lamb. 

Such suppression is danger- 
ous, and may explain the bouts 
of violence which erupt during 
games, and very often -after the 
game. Luckily, rugby players' 
vision must be affected by the 
game as well, as they scarcely 


ever land an effective punch, 
but it is undeniable that such so- 
cially destructive behaviour is 
caused by the game itself. If this 
fighting were not caused by 
rugby, it would also sometimes 
break out before the game as 
well. But it never does! 

Take into account these oth- 
er factors which spring from the 
dependent stale to which rugby 
reduces its addicts: 

1 1 Players generally refuse to 
wear protective clothing, even 
though they know they will be 
injured sooner or later. 

2) So anxious are they to get the 
“buzz” associated with the 
game that many players go on 
playing until late in life, well 
after the age at which it would 
be sensible lo give it up. 

3) They persist in saying lhal the 


game will make a man out of 
you, even though the evidence 
suggests that it will make a 
cripple out of you. 

4) Do you really think a grown 
man would run at full speed at 
a pile of other grown men in 
order to push them off the ball 
even though he knows be can- 
not do it, if be were not heav- 
ily hallucinating? 

Next lime you feel tempted 
to play rugby, think of all these 
things and then say to yourselfc 
“I don’t have lo if I don’t want 
to. I don't have to hurl myself 
for the sake of an oval balL 1 
don’t HAVE to believe that It 
is bad to throw a ball forward.’ 1 

It could save your life. 
Coming next: Is telephoning 
addictive? Should If be made 
illegal? 
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ol the most extraordinary and Seated 

P ° l ! liai - 11 is n ^iust the 
i-aftour P&ny (hat is lucky to have him hv 

the county that’s lucky \o bavl him l 

SJ r " " Sreal W and hc ' s 8° l “ great 

The paragon in question was Peter Man* 
dekon, rebuffed on Monday in his auempi 
to be elected to Labour’s National Excc- 
“ tWe * Lahour Party had not fduL 
he was quite enough of a great guy. and 
thecountry (as yet ) shows little sign of un- 
derstondmg its enormous good fortune. 
Mr Blair - usually so adept at capturing 

. P°P^ar mood - was dealing with a cuff 
. in perceptions. b 

. . Ho ^ 1 I ?? , . sb . 1 he bave explained this to 
hnnsdf. Was it down to some piece of mass 
false consciousness - with the attitudes of 
the ordinary person shaped by inaccurate 
and lazy journalism? Conceivably. God 
alone knows that the normative nature of 
the British press makes it quite possible 
tlfflt a loose characterisation made one year 
will stick for ever. (The image of Machi- 
aveili. the Prince of Spin has been im> 
menseiy seductive, j But even allowing for 
such intellectual sloppiness, it is never- 
theless very hard to make such a label stick, 
if there is no truth in it whatsoever. There 
are many who consider themselves to have 
been badly or roughly treated by Peter 
Mandelson - run over, if you like, as he 
steamed towards the main goal. For 
Mr Blair - object always of Mandelson's 
attention and charm - it may be hard to 
imagine what those who bear the tyre 
tracks really feel. 

Perhaps Mr Blair accepts instead this 
week's dominant theory: that the NEC 
election result saw Mandelson suffering for 
Blairisra. According to this, he acted as a 
conduit lor the party's suppressed frus- 
tration at the necessary discipline that had 
been imposed upon them, and the painful 
changes that had helped catapult them into 
^government. Blair was untouchable; his 
"counsellor, however, could safely be 
lynched. Again, there must be a measure 
of truth in this. But on the same day -Mon- 
day - there was one standing ovation gjv- 
to a successful candidate for the 


en 


Executive - Northern Ireland Secretary Mo 
Mowlam, a woman who is in no sense Old 
Labour. There is no obvious matter of sub- 
stance on which she differs from Peter 
Mandelson or her leader. 

So what is it about Mowlam that gen- 
erates such affection; affection denied to 
lo her influential colleague? It is, of 
course, her personality. It is obvious to any- 
one from the way she answers questions, 
her tactility, her expressions of self-doubt, 
her unfinished sentences and her hesita- 
tion, that Mowlam is spontaneous and gen- 
erous - an organic politician. Like the wig 
on the table. Nothing is hidden. 

Mowlam suggests an inclusive and open 
politics, whose greatest danger is naivety, 
not megalomania. Mandelson, by contrast, 
never suggests naivety. In public he appears 
to be a creature of calculation and angles. 
His suiis arc superb, his shoes shined to 
a high palish, his hair seems to be slicked 
back. He answers interviewer's questions 
with an exaggerated exactness, even those 
which are personal You believe that you 
see only that which he thinks it advanta- 
geous for you to see. 

A classic example was Mandelson's 
own reaction to his defeat. “A touch of hu- 
mility is good for everyone,” he told us. 
"particularly a politician, and particular- 
ly me". This is no good. Humility — by its 
nature - is not something that you can 
boast about. You cannot imagine such a 
phrase coming from Mowlam’s lips. 

This does not mean that Mandelson is 
insincere in wishing to reinvent himself. 
He is a far more thoughtful and innova- 
tive man than almost all of his government 
colleagues. His instincts, like Blair's, are 
amazingly acute, and it is for these qual- 
ities that he now wishes to be known. The 
almost stifling single-mindedness of the last 
soul-crushing two-year-long election cam- 
paign now over, he can let the world see 
his strategic side. 

But this is no longer enough. The 
Diana fortnight shewed just how great is 
the popular hunger for authenticity, for a 
genuineness of emotion. The minor cor- 
ruptions of the last government included 
the fact that they answered every question 
with regard to how they would look, 
rather than with any interest in the truth. 
This - the politics of small, self-perpetu- 
ating male groups, exacerbated by the con- 
spiratorial relationship that exists between 
politicians and many political journalists 
(the spinners and those willing to be 
spun) - is not acceptable any more. lr 
perished somewhere between May 1st and 
Aflhorp. 

So - all of a sudden - the personifica- 
tion of the modernisation process himself 
looks strangely out of tune with the times. 
He seems to be an Eighties and Nineties 
figure, where Mo better captures the 
spirit of the mflknnhim. The thing is, plu- 
ralism is not just a matter of what you say. 

It may not even simply be a matter of what 
you do. It’s what you are. Or, to borrow 
a phrase form the early days of the femi- 
nist movement - the personal is the po- 
litical A new dawn had broken, has it not? 



Delegates at Brighton yesterday 
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Over the Haagen-Dazs the talk 
is all of the end of poverty 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

THE REAL 
AGENDA 


There is only one game in 
town - the “underclass” and 
how to kill it off, throttle it at 
birth, ethnically cleanse it into 
oblivion. The ideas bnzz 
through every airless corridor 
and jam-packed bar. 

Wherever two or more 
people are gathered together, 
wherever dumps and cabals 
cluster around ministers, the 
key words waft up into Che air 
as you pass by - sink estates, 
homelessness, crime, unem- 
ployment deserts, out-of- con- 
trol children, poor pensioners. 
Words like welfare. Wisconsin, 
wordlessness are sprinkled with 
the latest statistics. Newest 
pilot scheme results are 
swapped eagerly. What works? 
How do you do it? How do you 
pay for it? It’s all they want to 
talk about 

And all this is from a Labour 
Parly said to have lost its soul 
in the attempt to keep Middle 


England and the Daily Mad 
happy. They have performed 
this trick by talking publicly 
about "the family" or crime to 
satisfy the punitive and moral- 
ising tendency, while in reali- 
ty working to end poverty. Talk 
loudly, but carry a very small 
stick. 

But this is no longer an age 
for big political ideas or sweep- 
ing grand plans. It is pocket cal- 
culator politics, micro-policies, 
micro-management - what 
works, only what works. Each 
“underclass" denizen must be 
helped into work, cajoled, co- 
erced, encouraged back into 
mainstream life. Not in the old 
ways with giant imaginary 
levers of policy devised by 
macro-economists to alter 
hypothetical patterns of human 
behaviour. It’s about each per- 
son having a personal adviser 
on the ground, someone to see 
them through the fog of hope- 
lessness and the maze of over- 
lapping bureaucracies. 

I came across a plethora of 
ideas and plans from virtually 
every department Ministers 
and their juniors talk breath- 
lessly like newly trained social 
workers, starry-eyed, full of 
hope that leaves some wise old 
beads worried about the dan- 
gers of their future disillusion. 

First there is the new Down- 
ing Street Social Exclusion 
Unit, designed to drive policies 
across departments, partly in 
Whitehall but mainly knocking 
heads together on the ground. 
They will target the nation's 
1,370 worst estates, where 40 
per cent of all crime is com- 


mitted. Unemployment is no 
longer regional, but in such 
small, local jobless blackspois. 
Each now has been invited to 
bid to become Employment 
Zones and Health Action 
Zones, to embrace evemhing 
that moves and breathes in one 
area - jobs, training, buses to 
work, bealLh, crime, drugs and 
sink schools. In their eyes you 
see the visions of new 
Jerusalems rising from the ash- 
es of hell-hole estates. Great if 
it works, but it won’t be easy. 

But at least after all these 
years of governments massag- 
ing figures to reduce the size of 
the unemployed register, this 
government is actively seeking 
out those not on iL That means 
setting themselves far higher 
targets of numbers into work - 
among them the million extra 
people Harriet Harman says 
are now claiming sickness ben- 
efit. People have become no 
flier in the last decade: many of 
these are men in their forties 
and fifties, the hidden unem- 
ployed pushed off the register 
to waste their lives on sideness 
benefit at a cost of millions. 

Yet it may not be easy to get 
them to return to woric in the 
way that the single parents 
have been persuaded. (Pilots 
apparently show that oae In 
three single parents is return- 
ing to work after just one in- 
terview.) Can the same be 
done for the sick? Gordon 
Brown’s surprise new target of 
fell employment win mean cre- 
ating government jobs in 
intractable areas. What sort of 
jobs? One plan is for the police 


to run local crime prevention 
Learns, enlisting local people on 
estates to patrol and protect 
their own area, under police 
training and management. If it 
sounds alarmingly like 
Guardian Angels or vigilantes, 
you are reassured with the in- 
sistence that it works in 
Holland. 

There is plenty of the un- 
thinkable too. Whispering lest 
Barbara Castle hears, there 
are those who dare suggest that 
the whole national insurance 
paraphernalia is a vastly ex- 
pensive anachronism, invented 
50 years ago for a very differ- 
ent sodcly. Not now. but some 
time it may be right to take the 
state pension away from the 
richer pensioners to give to the 
griodingly poor. And isn't it 
time to filch the fat tax relief 
on pensions for the rich? No. 
behind the scenes they arc not 
faint-hearted. 

There was something vague- 
ly threatening about the lone 
oflbny Blair’s announcement 
of a new ministerial group on 
the family, yet behind the 
scenes the talk is of a radical 
scheme to tax partners togeth- 
er again, redistribute the sav- 
ings and double the rate of child 
benefit - which would offer the 
biggest single step out of 
unemployment for many 
women. 

All this and more is in the air. 
some happening soon, some 
later, some maybe never. 
Meanwhile trouble has blown 
up over Frank Field’s role. He 
has taken upon himself an al- 
most impossible task - to de- 


vise a grand overarching wel- 
fare reform that smacks more 
of the old politics than the new . 
Divesting himself of all other 
(asks, he is spending night and 
day drafting u Green Paper that 
may (or may not ) appear next 
Christmas. He i> saying noth- 
ing to anyone (nut even his col- 
leagues. alarmingly! about 
what’s in it. He told me. he 
wants it to he a Big Bang. It wili 
be, he says, a “phikwophy ot 
welfare”. 

Yet us he writes, that phi- 
losophy is being written on 
the ground all around him. bis 
pen racing to keep up with what 
everyone else is actually doing. 
That may be why he has been 
dangerously', publicly thrashing 
around ut late, having 
promised magic big solutions hi 
a micro policy world. What 
works is all that counts now. 

In all this, the government is 
taking u noble but high risk 
strategy: these social problems 
are deep-seated, expensive and 
from the experience of other 
Labour governments, pro- 
foundly intractable. The G*.»\- 
ernment is asking to he judgeu 
on its ability to irons! orm she 
people who are the most diffi- 
cult to ehangc. Huge ufi'or; 
makes small change in the un- 
derclass. Will they keep up 
their infectious enthusiasm 
when some schemes fail mis- 
erably? Do they haw (he sta- 
mina to pick themselves up and 
start all over again anJ again 
and again'- At feast if the econ- 
omy is half as good as 
promised, then ihcv have the 
best chance ever of sueceedine. 


Make way, please, medical emergency, I’m a famous photojournalist 
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For ihrsS who may have- begun 
it, doubt the integrity, tfae dig- 

- iwnri foeus.of ibe world’s 
press photographers Ru«cU 
\Wks % > cwellcnl new book, 
v^anw: fifty Yean at the 

■xe* K • His ctaunide of the wsi- 
Nak'-iwt adventurers, the war 
krte^Jerttsnnd the mono- 
ehrorl’ dreamers who .snapped 

even, idling m*wwnt of puWtt 

Bihfiirtta-irH ic Spanish^ 
War co Rwanda, ami set up m 
elite agency w sell itawr eye- 


’ startling dispatches, is a record 
of bold achievement and ethi- 
cal rigour. Robert Capa at the 
D-Day landings, George 
Rodgers Nuba tribesmen in the 
Sudan, Eliot Erwilt’s shot of 
Richard Nixon prodding the 
chest of Nikita Kruschev (the 
Russian premier was telling the 
American cold warrior to go 
screw his grandmother) - well, 
it’s all a bead-shakingly long 
way from the ghastly paparazzi, 
the long-lens ftreping Toms 
and roadside ghouls who 
photograph dying celebrities, 
impede the rescue services, 
then fill the pages of Europe’s 
image-hungry magazines with 
their gruesome write intru- 
sions. Ah, the Golden Age. 
Those were the day... 

But wait one goddamned 
minule. What is this on page 
44? It’s an assignment under- 
taken at the end of the war by 
the American writer John Mal- 
colm Brinnin, to travel across 
the Stales with Henri Cartier- 
Bresson, the undisputed God of 
modem photojournalism- What 
pulls you up short is Millers de- 
Sion of "an incident m a 
S. »ten one of 
tomers suffered a" epileptic fit 

a „d Cartier-Bresson rm^jged. 
io»etii>*e way, mini, deter- 
mination to get pictures of the 
frothin° victim". Bnnrnn 
claimed” ihc 

rious when anyone got ni his 

own w-av - at one point he ajy 
parendv pushed Bnnnnt to tije 
j^oondin his ansetynouo miss . 

° P rfcoh? Woo 1 ' 1 '< he d®. 

respectful io wonder how the 

^father ^ 

reportage would have reacted, 
h-/d he stumbled on a carcrasfa 


princess and a lot of irritating- 
ly intrusive medics? 

’ * 

How peculiar to find that the 
site of one of my dreams is to 
pack up. After 80 years, they’re 
closing the burrs and plastics 
unit at Queen Mazy's Hospital, 
Roehampton. perhaps to relo- 
cate it at the Chelsea and 'West- 
minster, perhaps not It’s rare 
for a hospital unit to achieve 
global fame, but the surgeons 
at Queen Mazy’s were legen- 
darify brilliant. I worked there 
as a porter in my teens, and 
loved it. I liked the rumours that 
would By around, concerning 
the Famous James Bond Actor 
in C ward, who was in to have 
the bags under his eyes re- 
moved. We would josh scapo- 
lamine-dazed. plastic surgery 
patients, on their way to the op- 
erating theatre, that a five- 
quid tip would guarantee they’d- 



Dog breath: jean Caufdwefl, left; with 
StringfeHtw whom she resuscitated, 
and owner jean Robinson Raymonds 


wake up with an unscheduled 
chin rfrmpfe. a towered hair-line, 
a- nine -inch member ... I'd take 
the little girls from J VVfcrd to 
the theatre to have iheir bat 
ears pinned back- and find 
them later in the Recovery 
Room, heads swathed in a ban- 
dage turban with a wisp of 


blonde hair peeping out ... 
Ah, but it was also a place of 
nightmare: G Ward, home of 
the bums patients, a place of 
uncomfortable heat, the pa- 
tients lying under raised sheets 
so their flesh wouldn't stick to 
iL It had its owa porters, spe- 
cially inured to terrible sights, 
so we weren’t required - until 
one night, when there was no 
■one but me to collect a victim. 
The long, long walk- trolley be- 
fore me -down the endless cor- 
ridor to G Ward, mentally 
running away from what one 
was about to endure, has haunt- 
ed me ever since. And now 
they’re dosing it Goodbye to 
my own personal Room 101. 

* 

Is it the unseasonal weather, or 
some unconscious inter-species 
rivalry that is causing the cur- 
rent wave of European cano- 
pbobia? Judging by the papers, 
no dog is safe 
from abduc- 
tion. attack, 
counter-attack 
or unnatural 
feats of resusci- 
tation. My one- 
year-old 
labrador. Pop- 
py, a keen 
browser of the 
news pages, has 
taken to flat- 
tening herself 
against the 
washing ma- 
chine and feigning invisibility 
whenever the doorbell rings. 

And well she might Over in 
Italy, a Sicilian politician called 
Nero has offered to pay boun- 
ty hunters the equivalent of £1S 
for the head of any stray dog 
(that means any dog on the 
streets of Palermo is up for 


grabs). On the Croatian coast, 
a family poodle called Zeni was 
grabbed around the throat by 
a pitbull’s jaws, and the pitbull 
savaged in turn by the poodle's 
lady owner who sank her fangs 
into the dog’ s neck. If only the 
pitbull owner had been around, 
and retaliated in similar vein, 
we could have had a spectacu- 
lar, Draculan daisy-chain ... 

Down Derby way, mean- 
while, one Jean Cauldwell has 
been explaining her prompt 
action to save a choking rot- 
tweiler called Stringfellow. “I 
put my fingers up her nostrils 
and opened her mouth as wide 
as I could and then put my 
mouth inside bers. I started 
blowing and. all of a sudden, I 
felt her heart start and we saw 
her move” - presumably in the 
direction of someone who 
could counsel her about Sur- 
viving the Trauma of Unwar- 
ranted Snogging by Derbyshire 
Humanoids. Between Mafiosi 
bounty hunters, English nostril 
abusers and Slavic vampires, a 
dog doesn’t stand an earthly 
these days. 

* 

Afl over the journalistic metro- 
polis in the last 10 days, you 
could hear a collective sigh of 
melancholy for Ruth Picardie, 
who died of cancer last week, 
and a wave of sympathy for her 
husband and two-year-old 
twins. Ruth was a writer of ex- 
ceptional directness, always 
sceptical, always challenging, al- 
ways taking the mick; and she 
was like that with people, loo. 
She went out of her way to find 
out what they thought about 
things* and. why. Appalled to 
find some vestigial shred of 
male chauvinism in one’s con- 
versation, she would beat it out 


of you with a rhetorical rolled 
umbrella, laughing fit to bust at 
the foolishness of men. She had 
a thousand friends, who look 
their cue from her. I remember 
once gufltify attending a preview 
of Shopgirls , the atrocious 
movie about Las Vegas strip- 



Rurth Pfcartffeu writer of 
exceptional directness 


pers, only to find that Ruth was 
occupying the row behind roe 
with a dozen cronies, who rub- 
bished the ensuing disrobings 
with derisive hysteria. 

A big, sexy woman with a 
vast and lazy smile, a great jun- 
gle of hair in her heyday and a 
trick of looking out at you in- 
dulgently from beneath slight- 
ly pained eyebrows, she was an 
earth mother who hated being 
pregnant, a feminist who did 
battle with every “new feminist ” 
in the intellectual marketplace, 
a cynic who wrote aboul food, 
holidays, chocolate and her 
husband Matt like a romantic 
teenager.. . She was foil of con- 
tradictions. I never saw enough 
of her, and now I never will. I 
loved her, but I could never find 
a way of explaining ii without 
her going (I can just hear it) 
“Oh not Not another bloody 
protestation of love ...” Her 
memorial service is on Monday. 


Laser sight 
correction 
in j ust seconds 

Using the most advanced lasers, our 
specialist doctors can permanently treat 
short-sight and astigmatism. After a 
thorough eye examination and consultation 
you are given between 15 to 90 seconds of 
laser treatment and you are able to go 
home shortly afterwards. Having performed 
over 34,300 treatments since 1992, 
Optimax has established itself as the largest 
provider of laser treatment in the UK. 

“It has given me new 
confidence in everything I do.” 
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Collapsing ambitions: World Conn’s $30bn bid appears to have landed BT> global pretensions batck at square one 


£3 


ival bid shoots down £!3bn BT/MCI deal 


British Telecom^ 
planned $22bn (£l3.5bn) 
merger with MCI 
appeared dead last night, 
after WorldCom, a fast- 
growing US operator, 
launched a rival $30bn 
hostile bid. Reporting by 
Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, in 
London and David Usbome 
in New York. 


WorldCom'* all share offer, 
which came out of the blue, 
would create the world's fourth 
largest telecommunications 
company. The $41.50 offer for 
each MCI share was more than 
40 per cent above MCrs clos- 
ing share price on Tuesday and 
nearly SIO a share higher than 
BT's revised bid price. 

BT said in a brief statement 
last night it had been notified 
of the bid from WorldCom 
and was “considering the issues 
it raises." A spokesman de- 
clined to comment further on 
the developments. MCI in 
Washington said its board 
would meet “in due course" to 
review "all issues and options" 


In August, BT cut more 
than 20 percent off the price of 
its offer for the 80 per cent of 
MO it does not own, after MCI 
stunned investors with a warn- 
ing of losses from its move into 
the local US phone market. 

Bernard Ebbers, the fast- 
talking Chief Executive Officer 
of WorldCom, said in New 
York that he expected BT to ac- 
cept the deal. He said be 
would offer BT a seat on the 
board of the new company, in 
which it would have bolding of 
about 10 per cent. 

Mr Ebbers said World- 
Cam’s eristiag local networks 
would save MCI from the need 
to invest heavily in expanding 
its long distance coverage to lo- 
cal customers. The combined 
group would make savings of 
$2.5bn in its first year, for in- 
stance by combining staff and 
networks and cutting corporate 
overheads. He played down 
the prospect of large lay-ofls at 
MCI, however.In comparison, 
BT’s deal with MCI would re- 
sult in savings of only £1.5 bn 
over five years and £500m in 
year one. 

“We can realise far greater 
synergies than BT can. They 
don’t live here," Mr Ebbers ex- 
claimed. “BT and MCI are both 


great companies, but the fit 
just isn’t right between them". 

Big shareholders ruled out 
any move by BTto raise its of- 
fer for MCI to match World- 
Corn’s. “When they got in with 
MCI originally the price was 
wrong. We were prepared to 
put up with the renegotiated 
price, but we’d find it very 
haid to accept them going 
higher." said one institution. 

Jim McCafferty, a telecom- 
munications analyst with stock- 
brokers Hoare Govett, added: 
“BT will have to walk away 



Bernard Ebbers: *We 
might even bid for BT 


from MCI. It has no option. 
There’s no way BT can make a 
higher offer for the company. 
Shareholders would just ne^er 
accept that." 

BT shares soared 32.5p yes- 
terday to 442p, as investors wel- 
comed the company's chance to 
walkaway. 

In a letter to Bert Roberts. 
MCI chairman, Mr Ebbers. 
claimed the merged company 
ccmld avoid paying penalty pay- 
ments to ETC In the merger 
terms, BT could receive $450m 
if MCI backed out of the deal, 
but Mr Ebbers said the clause 
would not be triggered if MCl’s 
shareholders voted against the 
merger with BT. 

In a press conference pep- 
pered with jokes, Mr Ebbers 
said BT would get the board 
seat, “if they wan t it. if they act 
properly". He added further 
about a future role for BT in the 
new company': “It is 3n incon- 
ceivalble conclusion for me 
that they (BT} would not want 
to participate". 

He added: “After we have 
got a deal finished with MCI. 
we might acquire BT. He even 
hinted that he recently ap- 
proached AT&T about a buy- 
out but that he had not been 
taken seriously. 


The determination of 
WorldCom to secure MCI was 
left in no doubt. “These guys 
are intensely focused on getting 
this deal done," remarked Tom 
King, a managing director of 
Salomon Brothers that is ad- 
vising on the deal. “Even with- 
out the cooperation of BT, we 
think we can get MCI share- 
holder approval by the end of 
the first quarter of next year”. 

Mr King, whose bank could 
benefit from a fee that may 
touch as much as $100 million, 
noted that it was the lowering 
of the BT offer that allowed 
WorldCom to step in and offer 
a convincing enough premium 
ofSlOashare. 

While the bid is certain to 
attract the attention of fair 
competition regulators in 
Washington. Mr Ebbenssaid he 
was confident that no obstacles 
would be raised. “Absolutely, 
the deal is going to go through." 
he said. 

WoridCoro, which is already 
the fourth largest US earner, 
also yesterday announced it 
was spending S2.4bo to ac- 
quire Brooks Fiber, which pro- 
vides local telecommunications 
services in 34 US cities. With 
the infrastructure of Brooks and 
MCI. WorldCom will have ac- 


cess to 70 per cent of the US 
business market. 

Noting that be spoke about 
his offer to his counterpart at 
MCL Mr Roberts, at 930 in the 
morning - several bours after 
news of the bid hit the news 
wires - Mr Ebbers joked: “I did 
tell him that when he is pan of 
WorldCom, he will have to 
come into the office a little ear- 
lier’*. 

The rise of WorldCom - 
and of its share price - has been 
nothing short of meteoric. 
Started by Mr Ebbers and a 
group of investors in 19S3. it’s 
revenues have grown from Sim 
to £5.6bn on the back of 40 
takeovers and mergers. 

It was the $I4bn deal last 
year to merge with Metropol- 
itan Fiber Systems (MFS). 
which catapulted WorldCom 
into the a serious global play- 
er. It combined the company's 
existing long distance cus- 
tomers with a local network in 
more than 50 US cities. 

As Mr Ebbers was keen to 
point out yesterday, its shares 
have dramatically outper- 
formed rivals. A $100 invest- 
ment in the company in 1989 
would have yielded $3,137 to- 
day, compared to $190 for BT. 

Outlook, page 23 


emational strategy in ruins as BT ‘is saved from itself’ 


The stunned silence from BT’s head- 
quarters was hardly surprising yes- 
terday. as Sir Iain Vallance, chairman, 
woke to find the company's mier- 
iKilimial strategy in ruins. 

Longstanding critics of the MCI 
link-up were jubilant, arguing that BT 
had been released from the $800m of 
I* isses its LIS partner would make this 
t ear from its drive into the $I00bn local 
US phone market. It was this profits 
warning, in July, which enabled BT to 
slash more than £3bn off the price of 
the deal. 

Janies Dodd, from Dresdner KLein- 
w orL Benson and the leading City op- 
ponent of the merger, said: “This is a 


godsend. I can hear BT’s sharehold- 
ers cheering. An even bigger fool has 
saved BT from itself." 

The rise in BT’s share price yes- 
terday partly reflected investors’ relief. 
There was speculation that BT would 
be able to return billions to its share- 
holders in the form of share buybacks, 

or further special dividends beyond the 

£2bn already paid out this year. 

Though big investors yesterday 
ruled out the possibiiityofBT raising 
its bid for MCI to match WorldCom ‘s, 
they also mostly rejected the sugges- 
tion that the UK group could stand 
alone. Mark Lambert, from the US 
hanking group Merrill Lynch, pointed 


to the slow growth in BT s domestic 
customer base. “Going it alone would 
give a short term boost for the share 
price, but mean long term decline. BT 
would end up as an overcapitalised 
utility." 

It was 3 s imilar logic which 
propelled BT into £33bn merger talks 
last year with Cable & Wireless. The 
talks ended in failure, with BT blam- 
ing C&Ws reluctance to strike the right 
price and C&W blaming what it 
claimed were intractable regulatory 
obstacles. 

Two alternatives were emerging for 
BT last night. The first was to accept 
Mr Ebbers’ offer of talks to fbige a new 


grand alliance with the merged World- 
Com-MCI. He made it clear that 
WorldCom wanted to continue with the 
Concert international joint venture, in 
which BT has a 75 per cent slake, which 
is set to earn revenues of $ I bn this year. 

“We’re confident BT and MCI will 
come to the table to negotiate and 
agreement between ail three compa- 
nies.... We would certainly welcome 
their participation on our board," Mr 
Ebbers said. 

One fund manager speculated (hat 
BT could propose a three way merg- 
er. “it would give them a seat at the par- 
ly. They might be able to salvage an 
alliance out of it or something bigger." 


The second possibility was a deal 
with another (clccommundations 
group. Shares in C&W surged 33p to 
5605p on speculation that merger talks 
could be revived. Other possible 
partners suggested by industiy watch- 
ers included a local US phone com- 
pany, one of the “Baby Bells'*, or even 
AT&T itself. 

Another leading investor insisted 
that BT's strategy was not as badly 
damaged as its pride. “There are sliil 
plenty of alternatives out there. BT 
shares are relatively cheap compared 
to other European networks. It's still 
an attractive catch." 

- Chris Godsmark 


Shell ups profits targets 
in drive to lead sector 


PowerGen makes plea to 
be allowed to buy a REC 


Shell, the Anglo-Dutch oil gi- 
ant. has moved to accelerate the 
pace of its internal transfor- 
mation by raising the profit tar- 
gets for its main businesses. 

According to leading oil an- 
alysis the company has launched 
an ambitious drive to become 
the industry's top performer, fol- 
low ing growing criticism at its 
failure spend some of its fSbn 
cash pile. Senior executives 
elaborated on the strategy dur- 
ing briefings with analysts in 
Thailand. Malaysia and Singa- 
pore last week, in the latest sign 
n f Shell's increasing openness. 

The company said it was de- 
termined to raise the rate of re- 
turn on its capital from 12 per 


cent to at least 15 per cent in 
each of its individual operating 
divisions. Last year Shell strug- 
gled to reach the 12 percent tar- 
get, compared with BP’s 
returns of around 19 per cent 

Fergus MacLeod, oil analyst 
with NatWest Securities, said: 
“ Everyone from country chair- 
man to refinery managers 
proved beyond reasonable 
doubt that there is a company 
wide drive to improve returns 
to at least 15 per cent." 

He said the drive could boost 
Shell's profits by $Ibn a year. 
“Major cultural change is under 
way . . . and almost all expressed 

confidence that better financial 
performance will result.” 


Details of the briefings 
emerged a day after Shell an- 
nounced a restructuring of its 
European petrol business, cut- 
ting 3,000 jobs and warning it 
could leave some markets al- 
together if profits did not im- 
prove. The company has also 
ann ounced two big deals in the 
space of a month, to buy out its 
joint venture partner in a Eu- 
ropean chemicals business and 
to take over a Texas ofl pipeline. 

A Shell spokesman said the 
company had yet to raise the 
overall profit target for the 
whole group, though individual 
businesses were being set a 15 
per cent target. 

- Chris Godsmark 


Ed Wallis, the chairman of 
PowerGen, today called on the 
Government to allow it to ac- 
quire a regional electricity com- 
pany. arguing that unless 
strong, integrated power sup- 
pliers emerged the Liberalisation 
of the electricity market next 
year could be “stillborn". 

PowerGen was blocked by 
the previous government from 
buying Midlands Electricity on 
the grounds that it would un- 
dermine competition. Howev- 
er, it has never given up on its 
long-term ambition to add a 
supply business to its generat- 
ing activities 

'Writing in The Independent 
Mr Whllis says that if the open- 


ing up next spring of the do- 
mestic electricity market to 
competition is to succeed there 
need to be five or six strong 
players, much as in petrol, 
banking and supermarkets. 

“The risk of competition 
being stalled or moribund as 1 2 
incumbent monopolies simply 
try to defend their own home 
territory would end," he says. 

Scottish Power and the En- 
ergy Group - currently the 
subject of a £3.7bn hid from 
PacifiCorp of the US - already 
generate, supply and distribute 
electricity. “Allowing other gen- 
erators to expand into electricity 
distribution and supply would 
break the current impasse ... 


And it will give domestic com- 
petition the kick start that it so 
desperately needs." 

John Battle, the Energy 
Minister, was among a group 
of MPs who had dinner with Mr 
Wallis at the Labour Party 
conference in Brighton this 
week. Mr Battle is currently 
developing a new energy policy 
and has also taken a lead role 
in trying to ensure that 
domestic competition starts 
on time. 

Analysts think it unlikely 
that PowerGen would make a 
move for a REC before next 
year. 

- Michael Harrison 
Competition rethink, page 27 
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WH Smith chief 
rejects hostile bid 
from Waterstone 


WH Smith yesterday 
rejected a highly 
leveraged bid for the 
embattled music, books 
and stationery retailer 
by Tim Waterstone, its 
most successful former 
employee. 

Tom 5tevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports. 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Richard Handover s first day as 
chief executive of WH Smith 
yesterday saw him rejecting a 
hostile takeover bid from book- 
seller Tim Waterstone that 
would have seen the new boss 
out of the job almost before his 
feet were under tbe table. 

Smith said the chairman, 
Jeremy Hardie, had received a 
bid approach from Mr Water- 
stone last weekend but had no 
hesitation in rejecting the offer, 
which would have given share- 
holders 200p in cash together 
with shares in WH Smith New- 
Co, a heavily indebted acquisi- 
tion vehicle set up for the bid. 
Tbe rejection was announced af- 
ter dealings in WH Smith shares 
closed at 3655p. down 23p. 

SBC Warburg Dillon Read 
acted for Mr Waterstone in rais- 
ing £lbn of funding to cover the 
cash element and capital in- 
vestment in a bid which WH 
Smith said bore all the hall- 
marks of the over-ambitious 
debt-funded takeovers of the 
1980s. The deal would have also 
involved the issue of warrants 
to the takeover’s promoters 
which would be convertible 
into up to 5 per cent of Smith's 
share capital. 

The proposed takeover 
would have seen Mr Witer- 
stone, who left WH Smith in the 
early 1980s to set up the book- 
store chain bearing his name, 
return to the company for a 
third spell this lime as chief ex- 


posais, no premium would bqg- 
been paid to WH Smith's 


been paid to WH Smith's 
shareholders, who would be 
given an equity stake in a “high- 
ly leveraged" business and be 
forced to make “an overpriced 
acquisition of an unproven re- 
tail concept for children at an 
incomprehensible price". 

Tbe takeover approach rep- 
resented Mr Handover’s first 
major challenge in the top job, 
for which many observers said 
be was an unspectacular choice. 
Tbe former head of the whole- 
sale news aim was appointed af- 
ter a three-month trawl to find 
a replacement for Bill Cock- 
bum. who left after only 18 
months in the job to join BT# 

Mr Handover said advisers' 
fees would have cost share- 
holders £34m and countered 
the approach by promising to 
“improve the profitability of the 
high street business by focusing 
on the core product groupings 
of books, stationery, newspa- 
per and magazines”. 

Outlook, page 23 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE 100 


Dow Jones 




1 I U 1 ft 


1 I H » B 



"Do* | anoi min ire) ffaph a> ipm 

Indices 

tadn Oca 

FTSE 100 5317.10 

FTSE 250 4639.40 

FTSE 350 2545.60 

FTSE Afl Stare 2482,39 

FTSE SmaCao 2343,5 

FTSE ReflofeW 1293.4 

FTSE Aff/ 1006.6 

DOW Jones 7991.43 

WM 17842,16 

Hang Seng 15049.30 

Dax 4196 98 


1.39 

0.20 

116 

M2 

0.36 

0.47 

0.30 

0-58 

-Q.26 

1.24 

0.70 


52rtMBD 

5244.20 
4829.90 

2516.30 
2455.02 

2374.20 
1346.50 
1138.00 

8259.31 
21612.30 
1667327 
4438.93 


S2«kbv TUMt%> 


3900 40 
4348.10 
1949 20 
1925.79 
2128.40 
1198.70 
1002-10 
5904 90 
17303.65 
11905.51 
2655.73 


INTEREST RATES 


Short sterling 





>*. 

V 

' ITft 



I t 

v 1 a 


UK 10 year gin US long bond 



» f » i * 



Money Market Rates 
Ub 3boo& lirdn 


Bond Yields 
10 yn 1 r eta 


Mg 3 BMoPi 1 tretq Iflg lyrttfl IQyaa 1 rr eta tmnbari 
UK 7.31 1.38 7.56 1J3 634 -1,2 5 6,43 

US 5.77 0,14 6.00 0.05 6.01 -0.62 630 

Japan 0 55 0.04 0.60 -0,11 2.05 -0.83 2.70 

Germany 3.40 0.29 (3.76 048 5.47 -0.58 6TT 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


Rises Pita it>t tnW Ettat Falls 

442.00 32.50 7.94 

765 Morrison 5 

BICC 17B.Q0 12.00 723 Greenals Gro 

Cable and Wire 560.50 3300 626 Saleway 


BntTetecorn 
Colt Telecom 
BICC 


P«taW BMW JSi 

12.50 -266 
-5.00 -238 
370-00 -9.00 -2.37 
393.00 -9.00 -2.56 




CURRENCIES 


$/£ 






■ e>& r \ 


l.._ T • ■. | 

1 ^ 

» T « j 



WE 

«wso 


w.’«oV 

™*sc A — 
*»» — 
isuc '■ V— 
who — L 
twjo-IsLas 
i f 



Dollar 1.6141 +Q.Q1C 

D-Mark 2.8630 +1.82pf 

Ten 195.03 +¥061 

E Index 100.40 ->-0.20 


1.5650 Sterling 
2.3878 O-Maik 

174.31 Van 

87.00 5 index 


niMp 0.6390 
+i aqi 15256 
+WT31 1114 3 

+ 0.00 97.50 


OTHER INDICATORS 


’ ‘ omberg.com 


mu Cta 

2249 GDP 112.80 iM-fl 24 - Qt T 

379.05 m 158,31 as 153.14 M M 

4.85 8asa Rates ? nn sjs _ 
source: Bloomberg 


■ ih> ■: “ 




ecutive. He returned when WH 
Smith acquired V&t erst ones in 
1989, leaving in 1993 to pursue 
other retail projects. The latest 
of those, a children's em[K&- 
um called Daisy & Tbm, was to 
have been taken over by Smith 
as part of his proposals. 

Mr Handover said yesterday 
the WH Smith board had con- 
sidered Lhe proposals but “firm- 
ly believes they are not in the 
best interests of shareholders". 
He said he had spoken to WH 
Smith’s leading shareholders 
this week who had backed his 
decision to reject the approach. 

He added: The board has 
had no hesitation in d ismissing 
these proposals which offer no 
real value to our own share- 
holders and no premium whilst 
burdening them with high-risk 
equity, unnecessary exists and an 
over-priced acquisition." 

He said that under the pro- 
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That’s the problem with the City - no vision 


OUTLOOK 

ON BT. HOUSE 
PRICE INDICES 
AND AN 

OPPORTUNISTIC BID 
FOR WH SMITH 


Phew! What a relief. By tuck rather than 
design, BT is finally off ihe MCI hook and 
the beleaguered US telecoms group will 
now largely be somebody else s problem. 
That, at least, will be the reaction of many 
to WorldCom s out of the blue rival bid 
for MCI. It is almost inconceivable that BT 
having been forced by its own sharehold- 
ers to negotiate down the price it is bid- 
ding for MCI. could now come back with 
a better offer. To top WorldCom it would 
have to pay more than first lime round. 

Unless something unexpected hap- 
pens, then. BT looks to be definitely out 
of the running. If you are James Dodd, 
telecoms analyst at Dresdner Kleinwort 
Benson, or another pari of that vocifer- 
ous City minority which has opposed this 
deal all along, that is plainly a good thing. 
BT is now free to embark on an alterna- 
tive strategy of handing burruwloaUs of 
eash back to its shareholders and engag- 
ing in the process of small add-on acqui- 
sitions in Ihe US and elsewhere. That’s 
going to do a lot more for shareholder val- 
ue. Mr Dodd argues, than buying a ma- 
ture. commodity telecoms company in a 
highly competitive market. 

He may be right, but the fact that 
WorldCom, one of the best performing 
stocks on Wall Street over the last It 1 years, 
is prepared to pay such a premium for 
MCI. and along the way hint that it might 
also be interested in acquiring BT as well, 
rather suggests that Sir Iain Vallance ;ind 
bis chief executive at BT. Sir Peter Bon- 
ftcld. have had the strategy right ail along. 

Admittedly, there are overlaps and local 


synergies between WorldCom and MCI 
that make MCI worth more to WorldCom 
than to BT. Even so, it is plain from what 
Bernic "joke-a-minute" Ehbeis. Wbrld- 
Com’s founder nnd president, wussaying yes- 
terday that he shares some of the some vision 
and sense of where the telecoms industry 
25 going as Sir Jain Both believe the industry 
will progressiwfy become divided into Mg 
global players and small niche domestic op- 
crjtois. By acquiring MCI and making dear 
his intention to continue with MCl's caw- 
ing links with BT Mr Ehhcrc is putting him- 
self firmly in the first category. 

WorldCom is one of those exlraordi- 
nary business success stories that could only 
happen in America. Through a combina- 
tion of inspired entrepreneurialism and ag- 
gressive acquisitions, it has grown from 
nothing 14 years ago, to one of the largest 
telecoms companies in the US. If it pulls 
off the MCI deal, it will start to justify its 
name by becoming the third largest tele- 
coms company in the world hy market 
value, not far behind AT&T and NTT. 

Part of the explanation for this is that 
its stock is by any standards ridiculously 
highly valued. Wall Street has given Mr 
Ehbers' ambitions a following wind that 
Sir lain can only dream of- the leverage 
to make big acquisitions at heady prices 
and give his empire the critical mass it 
needs to establish itself on the world stage. 

BT, a privatised state monopoly, could 
never have hoped for such support but it 
might reasonably have expected a less cyn- 
ical hearing than it got for its MCI trans- 
action. The way in which shareholders 


forced BTs hand and a sharp downward 
revision in the terms last summer looked 
like a victory for common sense at the time. 
The tragedy is that by doing so. the City 
may have condemned BT to a permanent 
position in the second division of world 
telecom companies. There is unlikely to 
he another opportunity quite like MCI. 


Making sense of 
house price claims 


It is all very Alice in Wonderland. One big 
mortgage lender says house prices have 
risen at a modest annual pace of 5 percent 
during the past six months. The other puts 
the increase at 15 percent. Which to be- 
lieve? The Mad Hauer's solution would 
he to split the difference and call it 10 per 
cent. As it happens, it is the right con- 
clusion. 

For those with short memories, the 
Nationwide and Halifax also came up with 
very different figures in I99U and 1991. 
when house prices were failing sharply. 
The Nationwide pul the decline at an an- 
nual 6 per cent, the Halifax at a less dizzy- 
ing 1 percent. 

Measuring how much properties are 
changing hands for seems as though It 
ought to be straightforward, but it isn’t 
Any house price index needs to be adjusted 
for the type of property being sold so that 
sales of detached houses with all mod cons 
one mouth are not compared with sales 
of damp basement flats another. 'Ihe index 
also needs to be adjusted for location 


because bouse prices vary so widely 
around the country. . 

The Halifax and Nationwide indices 
take different approaches lo both these 
technical mattere. The former, for: mstaw*, 
weights regional house prices according 
to the proportion of its lending in ”‘5 e ‘ 

gwn, whereas the Nationwide uses weights 

based on regional lending patterns for an 
mortgage lenders. The Halifax therefore 
puis more weight than the Nationwide on 
prices in the north. 

At a lime when the housing market is 
roaring away in London and the South- 
eusl but only just building up Steam id the 

northern regions, il is therefore no surpme 

that the measures part company. Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, using weights based on 
the regional pattern of home ownership) 
gets u figure bang in the middle. 

Both lenders will publish regional 
breakdowns later this month that will shed 
more light. Bui meanwhile there is no rea- 
son to conclude that the signals are too 
mixed to make any sense of them. On the 
contrary, the picture they point of the hous- 
ing market is perfectly clear. Prices in the 
south-eastern corner arc still growing and 
growing and growing. 


Whiff of 1980s in 


WH Smith bid 


You have to admire Tim Waters tone’s 
chutzpah, but his takeover bid for WH 
Smith belongs in Fiction A-Z rather than 
Business Books (corporate finance 1- Still, 


not to worry. His flight of fancy wanned 
the hearts of anyone who remembers with 
any fondness the swashbuckling, highly 
leveraged raids of the 1980s. 

As it stands, it is hard to see the offer- 
as anything but the latest instalment in the 
Mills & Boon love/hate story between 
Watcrslone and his former employer. Not 
to be ignored, though, is the sub-plot - an 
opportunistic attempt by SBC Warburg to 
snatch a slice of Smiths recovery for it- 
self through an issue of warrants that 
would give it 5 per cent of the company. 

Id essence, shareholders are being 
asked to swap their 370p shares in Smith 
for 2Q0p of cash and an uncertain stake 
in an acquisition vehicle labouring under 
£lbn of borrowings. TTiis is not a break- 
up. the bid team promises, but it is bard 
to see how the sums could be made to add 
up without some pretty rapid disposals. 

WH Smith is undoubtedly up against 
the ropes, but surely things aren’t so bad 
that it needs to take on a pile of debt, ap- 
point a chief executive with no experience 
of running a £3bn lurnover group and buy 
a retail concept it doesn’t want. 

The argument that Tim Waierstone’s 
retail vision will transform tired old WH 
Smith and shareholder value be miracu- 
lously enhanced simply by borrowing 
some cash and handing 60 per cent of it 
to shareholders is so much stardust. What 
is for certain, however, is that the bankers 
have spotted value and while Tim Waler- 
stone may not gel his bookshop back, the 
tide may be turning for WH Smith’s 
down trodden shareholders. 


Austin Reed denies 


rift at the top 
as chief departs 




Austin Reed, the tailored 
clothing retailer, 
yesterday parted 
. company with Chris 
Thomson, its chief 
executive, in a surprise 
move that unsettled the 
.* market. Dismissing 
speculation that he was 
forced out, the company 
preferred to talk about 
growing demand for its 
clothing and its ambitious 
expansion plans, writes 
40 Someeno Ahmad. 


“\ 


Mr Thomson abrupt depar- 
ture from Austin Reed lead 
many observers to speculate 
that he been pushed out after 
presiding over blunders in- 
cluding taking the group into 
women’s casual wear. 

However, Colin Evans, 
Austin's chairman said that 
Mr Thomson's resignation was 
“mutually agreed” after man- 
agement reorganisation last 
year left him with no real role. 

Mr Thomson, who has been 


with Austin Reed for eight 
years, seven as finance director, 
earned £ 108.000 basic last year 
plus £25,000 bonus and, on a 
two-year rolling contract, could 
receive more than £260,000 in 
compensation. Shares in Austin 
Reed slid 5p to 222Jp. . 

Speaking as the group an- 
nounced a 9 per cent rise in in- 
terim profits to August to £U5m 
held back by its depressed man- 
ufacturing business, Mr Evans 
denied there had been a rift with 
Mr Thomson: “His departure 
was mutually agreed. Chris is a 
very dynamic person and needs 
to be folly stretched. With the 
new managing directors on 
board, his responsibilities have 
been devolved down and there 
is a bit of a void." 

As pan of a wide rangingre- 
organisation, Austin Reed last ' 
year appointed two divisional 
managing directors, Roger Jen- 
nings to head up the group’s re- 
tail division and Colin Houlihan 
to oversee the more difficult 
manufacturing business, which 
makes clothes for other retail- 
ers as well as its own shops. 

Joan D'OIier. textiles analyst 
at Nat West Securities called the 


resignation “a great surprise”. 
She added: “It is not as if the 
new board members have just 
been recruited. But we only 
have the party line to go on at 
the moment-" 

- Mr Evans said that trading 
in wotnenswean which bad fall- 
en after a disastrous shift from 
tailored to casual ranges, had 
bounced back. Against a back- 
ground of rising consumer de- 
mand, like-for-Idce sales in retail 
grew 8 per cent at the half year 
and 6 per cent in the current 
year despite a lull in sales im- 
mediately following the death 
of Diana, Princess of ^fales. 

In a reversal of strategy, Mr 
Evans said the group did not 
now plan to open women’s-onfy 
clothes stores, but did want to 
add to the group's 45 shops and 
single concession over the next 
three .years with acquisitions 
also “firmly on the agenda". 

Mr Evans said that the 
group planned to reassess its 
European markets, decreas- 
ing the number of customers 
and developing in new areas 
such as 'Spain and Scanda- 
mavia. There are no plans to 
shift manufacturing overseas. 



The Corporation of London commissioned a bronze statue of a Liffie trader (above), which was unveiled 
yesterday, to enhance the appearance of the Whlbrook area of the Square Mile Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Airtours 
buys Sun 
World 


Rates likely to increase despite mixed signals 


v 


Britain^ manufacturers 
had a busy September, 
calming fears that the 
strong pound is hammering 
Industry On the other 

hand, the Halifax said that 

house prices barely rose 
last month despite the 
consumer boom, 
contradicting figures from 
the Nationwide earlier in 
the week. Diane Coyle, 

9 Economics Editor, makes 

sense of the mixed signal 


The first reports taking the 
temperature of the economy in 
September are not those most 
likely to sway the Bank of Eng- 
land’s Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee when it meets next week. 
City experts reckon the Bank 
wQl leave the cost of borrowing 
unchanged for now but will in- 
crease interest rates again in 
November or Decemberwben 

ii has official figures on the pace 

of growth in the third quarter. 

However, yesterday’s survey 
of manufacturing did nothing 
to strengthen the case against 
a rate rise, while measures of 


house prices from rival tenders 
muddied the waters by drifting 
further apart for the seventh 
month running. 

According to the Halifax, 
house prices edged up only 0J2 
per cent last month, taking 
their inflation rate to 6.9 per cent 
from 6.4 per cent in AugcsL But 
according to the Nationwide 
earlier this week, bouse price in- 
flation is 12.9 per cent and ris- 
ing, with the average price dose 
to regaining its 1989 peak. 

Ciariin Barr, an economist 
at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, 
said that after taking apart the 


two sets of figures, they had 
concluded that the divergence 
was due to house prices mov- 
ing at vety different rates in dif- 
ferent regions. The Halifax 
lends more in the North, the 
Nationwide in the South. 

“The truth is almost cer- 
tainly in the middle," said Mr 
Barr, adding that house prices 
were probably rising at a na- 
tional average of about 10 per 
cent In a recent study the in- 
vestment bank predicted that 
the pace of increase would 
pick up around the country. 

But the Halifax insisted yes- 


terday that there were no signs 
of house prices accelerating, 
and forecast that Ihe rate would 
fall back to 6 per cent by the 
end of the year. 

Separately, the Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and 
Supply reported an unexpect- 
ed pick-up in manufacturing ac- 
tivity in September. There were 
sharp rises in output and new 
orders which were most 
marked in investment rather 
than consumer goods. The 
firms surveyed switched from 
firing to hiring, expanding em- 
ployment levels. 


Bank of Scotland governor 
bows out on a high note 


Sir Alastair Grant is to be the 
next governor of the Bank of 
Scotland, it was announced yes- 
terday, as Sir Bruce Rittuflo said 
he would stand down at next 
May’s annual meeting after IS 
years at the helm. The ap- 
pointment of the former Safe- 
way boss bad been expected. 

Sir Bruce said he wanted to 
bow out on a high note and 
chose to make the announce- 


ment alongside record interim 
pre-tax profits of £369An for the 
sk months to August The results 


were at the top end of analysis 
expectations, but the shares 
closed 5.5 p lower at 506_5p. 

Earnings per share rose 2D 
per cent in the half year to l$p 
( 15p) and the interim dividend 
increased 19 per cent lo 3.4bp. 
The strong result, driven by a re- 
duction in the ratio of costs to 
income to 51.4 percent, helped 
the tier I ratio, which measures 
balance sheet strength, increase 
from 63 per cent to 6.8 per cent 
- Tom Stevenson 
Investment column, page 24 


Airtours, the UK’s second- 
largest tour operator, yesterday 
signalled plans for the rapid ex- 
pansion of its European travel 
business after announcing the 
£70m acquisition of Sun Work!. 
Belgium's largest tour operator. 

Airtours already has a large 
business in Scandinavia The 
planned takeover of Sun Work 
would give Ainmirs arount 
one-quarter of the market n 
Belgium, as well as a tocholt 
in France and Holland. Airtoun 
is also eyeing up the Gcrmai 
market. 

Hany Coe, Airtours depul; 
chief executive, said yesterda; 
that farther European acquisi 
tions were on the cards. Air 
lours is also keen lo grow ii 
North America. However i 
will have to compete for ac 
quisilion targets with arch-riva 
Thomson which recently an 
nounced intentions to expani 
across Europe. Thomson i 
also believed to be keen to cap 
tune a large share of the Ger 
man market. 

Airtours is emhrailed in 
10-month inquiry by the Me 
nnpolies and Mergers Coir 
mission into the links betwee 
travel agents and tour open 
tors. The MMC, which ho 
been investigating alleged anl 
competitive practices, is due t 
puss its report to the Sccretai 
of State in November. Howei 
cr a final decision is not due ut 
til early next year. 

MMC concerns have focuse 
on vertical links in the iadustt 
between lour operators an 
travel agents and the practice t 
tying together holiday insu 
ance and discounts. Airtnuj 
said yesterday ihe most like 
remedies from the MMC wet 
rebranding lour operator-owne 
travel agents and untying of ii 
su ranee and discounts. Mr Cc 
tried to play down the effects » 
such a mow, claiming it woul 
not be a big deal However ai 
aiysts believe that Thomson an 
Airtours are likely to be worst h 
by such measures. 

- Leo Poterso 
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‘Independent’ 
journalist wins 
insurers’ award 


Nic Gcutti(right) , person- 
al finance editor of The 
Independent , has won 
tide of best journalist writ- 
ing on life-insurance and 
pensions issues, awarded by 

the Association British 
Insurers, the industry trade 

^The ABI says the awards 
“excellence in the 
financial services media". 



Nic writes regularly in 
the newspapers Wednesday 
and Saturday pages, as well, 
as for the business section of 

the newspaper. . 


CONNECT TO NETCOM AND SAVE MONEY 


SAVE 

£150 

fora 

START 


Phone 


Fax 


Post 


Internet 


■¥ 


Call our Business line on 0990 668008 to find out how 


E-mail : sales@corp.netcom.net.uk. Internet: http:llwww.neicom.net.uk 


NETCOM' 

We make fire Net 
work for you 


NETCOM Internet Limited voted ISP OF THE YEAR 1996 by internet Magazine 


St James' House, Oldbury. Bracknell. Berkshire, RG12 8TH Fax: 0990 068011 
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IHEJNVESTMENT column 

EDITED BY SAMEENA AHMAD 


Bank of Scotland: At a glance 

Mattel value: £6.10bn, share price 5K.6p . 


Sir Bruce gets the 
simple things right 


Chiroscience still 
seeking a partner 


Assuming no disaster* between now and 
next June’s annual meeting, Sir Bruce Pat- 

tullo will bow out on a high note after 18 

years at the helm of Bank of Scotland. Yes- 
terday's record £369m interim profits 
were 14 per cent up on last year’s first half 
and beat most expectations. 

They confirmed the merits of com- 
bining the bank’s 300-year-old conser- 
vatism with an impressive streak of 
innovation that meant it entered direct 
banking years ahead of rivals and pio- 
neered supermarket banking with Sains- 
buTy. Despite having no branch network 
in England, Bank of Scotland’s market 
share of the UK banking sector has risen 
in a more or less straight line during Sir 
Bruce’s tenure. 

It has achieved that by doing simple 
things right While many believe that any 


rise in costs is unacceptable. Sir Bruce says 
no company ever downsized itself to 
greatness. Key is growing income faster 
than costs and B^nk of Scotland has been 
doing that for years. 

As a result it has some of the most im- 
pressive statistics in the sector. The tier 1 
ratio of capital to income, the most com- 
mon measure of a bank's balance sheet 
strength, rose to a healthy per cent from 
63 per cent And the important cost/ 
income ratio improved to 51.4 per cent 
from 52.9 per cent. 

Some analysts question Bank of Scot- 
land's strategy, particularly its move into 
Australia. Shareholders, however, should 
have no complaints. At the start of 1993, 
the shares traded at 1 lOp. Yesterday they 
dosed 2p lower at 51 Op. 

Even after such a strong run the price 
looks justifiable on a forward p/e ratio of 
14, although the 1.9 per cent yield leaves 
little margin of safely. As a relative min- 
now in a sector of leviathans, a takeover 
must be odds on. Good value. 


Turnover (Eton) 2L30 2.89 3.40 


In these jittery times m the UK biotech 
sector wt^sharepriees^tn^nnflwhrfF 
of bad news, no one wants to disappoint. 


Earnings per share (p) 213 25.8 3 i.fi 
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terday, following the announcement of its 
interim resulte. The market has been im- 
patient foir it to announce' a marketing 
; partner for its lead product, levobupiva- 
caine, a local, long-acting anaesthetic. 

With the drug largely through critical 
final-stage trials and demonstrably safer 
than alternatives, it will be filed for ap- 
proval in Europe by the year-end and in 
the US ntaix April. So where is the high 
profile tie-up? Though Dr John Padfield, 
Ourosdeoce’s chief executive, says he is 
talking to a variety of potential puttiers, 
he hinted yesterday that the final deal 
might be lower key chan people expect 

Rather than a marketing alliance, 
CtdrosocDce is cooskfeong developing lev- 
obupivacaine jointly with a pain man- 
agement specialist who would also be 
responsible for marketing. Though a deal 
with a major drug group would give Chi- 


roscience a useful royalty stream, it might 

in the end extract less value. With cures 
for. cancer and HIV the holy grails of re- 
search, pain control is low priority for many 
drug majors. Levobupivacaine, with esti- 
mated peak sales of £200m, might be top 
small for them to bother with. 

Meanwhile, Chiroscience needs to 
think about its funding needs. With cash 
burn running at some £2m a month, the 
group’s cash pile won't last long; Though 
its attractive thug pipeline could attract 

more alliances, the fastest way to boost cash 
reserves would be demerging or selling its 
profitable Chirolbch business, winch salves 
chemical problems for the fragrances and 
flavourings industry. The shares, down 4p 
to 2733p are fair value. 


with fuD-year profits to June up 66 per cent 
to£5m, the group’s shares cfosed ai 497 3p, 


David Thompson, who is retitm£because 
of ill health. The market was reassured 
by bis replacement, John Fedock, Drains 
co mme rcial director who haS been with 
the company for years antf 'should raam- 


tftin its winning formula." ' ^ 


Change at the top 
doesn’t stop Druid 


Despite changes at the top yesterday, it 
looks Inca business as usual for Druid, the 
high-flying IT consultancy. Floated at 
275p last year, the group has yet to dis- 
appoint After another strong set of results. 


Druid’s business is providing a pack- 
age of management co n sufem ^ apdJT 
solutions to blue-chip dienls. Some 90 per 
cent of its turnover flows installing 
SAB a German software system which 
computerises arid centralises manage- 
ment's financial controls. Worries that de- 
mand for SAPwill tail offlcwkprematitfe. “ 
Besides, Droid is seeking alternatives. 

Also encouraging is that Druid has 
avoided jumping On the iniBennmm . fTmiv 
bomb bandwagon andsolooks relatively 
insulated from the chroiric shortage of 
computer programmers. Bather' than 
employing computer programmers, it ; 
prefers to recruit people who have busi- 
ness experience and then .train them as 
U management consultants. As a result 
staff turnover is low. A prospective p/e of 
29 is hardly a bargain, but not yet too high. 
Fairly priced. 
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Northern Rock customers 
rush to sell shares 


Minister’s role questioned 


The position of Nigel Griffiths as competition minister has 
been questioned by John Redwood, shadow trade and in- 
dustry secretaiy. In a letter to Margaret Beckett, President 
of the Board of Trade, Mr Redwood asks why Mrs Beck- 
ett's department is refusing to say whether Mr Griffiths is 
handling the ICI/D upont competition case. Mr Redwood 
points out that Mr Griffiths has already been excluded from 
two travel trade competition inquiries and the merger ref- 
erence of P&O and Stena. Mr Redwood adds for good mea- 
sure that the Government’s competition policy *% a mess” . 


0ne20ne is mobile leader 


One20ne became the fastest growing of the UK’s four mo- 
bile phone networks in the third quarter of the year, adding 
108,000 net new subscribers to its customer base, a figure 
four times ahead of the same period in 1996. The news, a 
sign that growth is picking up in the mobile madeet^was ahead 
of the 98,000 net new subscribers revealed by Vodafone for 
the three month period between July and September. 

Orange, the newest network, was close behind, expand- 
ing its subscriber base by 90,000, to just over a million cus- 
tomers. Cellnet, still the second biggest network, lagged 
behind its rivals with net growth of 68,000, though the in- 
crease was an improvement on the operator's recent per- 
formance. 


NatWest Australian sale 


NatWest Bank has sold County Natwest Australia, its Aus- 
tralian fond management aim which has just under A$9bn 
under management, to National Australia Bank for an es- 
timated AS 100m (£45 m). It will be renamed County In- 
vestment Management and existing senior management will 
be retained. NAB is Australia’s biggest bank but currently 
has only A$5bn under management 


Dixons in the clear 


Shares in Dixons rose 18p to 663p after an unofficial inquiry 
by the OFT following complaints cleared the electrical retailer 
of putting pressure on out-of-town retail parks to exdude 
competitors from their sites. 


Glaxo to close Swiss unit 


Glaxo Wellcome intends to dose the Geneva Biomedical 
Research Institute, its research centre in Switzerland which 
specialises in molecular biology. It will be dosed by the end 
of April next year, with up to 170 redundancies. Research 
work will be transferred to locations in the UK, US, Italy, 
France, Spain and Japan. Since the Geneva Institute was 
acquired in 1987 molecular biology has been integrated into 
the drug discovery process, Glaxo said yesterday. 


Nuclear approaches 


British Energy the UK midear power generator, has been 
approached by up to two dozen nudear power station owners 
in the three weeks since it set up AraerGen a joint venture' 
with Peco Energy specifically to buy nudear power stations 
in the US. They include the two reactors at the Three Mile 
Island site, put up for sale this week by its owners, Gener- 
al Public Utilities. TMQ.1 is one of the most effident gexfc 
era tors in the US, but TMI2, the site of a serious nudear 
accident in 1979, is unlikely to interest AmerGen. ■ ' • 
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New shareholders in Northern Rock were engaged in a rush 
to offload their shares yesterday, despite predictions that 
takeover bids could sharply increase the value of their wind- 
falls. Lloyds Bank Stockbrokers said nearly a third of its 5.000 
calls yesterday morning were requests to sell Northern Rock 
shares, which finished the day up llpat463p. .. .. 

The rush has been prompted by unexpectedly hi gh prices 
in an initial auction on Tuesday, when more than 350,000 
members sold 190 million shares, yielding windfalls of £1260 
each. Some analysts are predicting that small shareholders 
may miss out as institutions, convinced that takeovers will 
push up share prices, snap up the windfalls. But NafWest 
stockbrokers is urging investors to sell, Harming Northern 
Rock is vulnerable to interest rate rises. - - 
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BT leads the way as Footsie 

j. ^AARlCET REPORT In just four trading days Foot- There is no doubt the mad- 


continues its spectacularadvance 


There is no doubt ihc mad- curing arbiungcu* were «B 


have chosen a better day for 


Microsoft 


Computers 


TAKJ NO_STOCK 

EMI, one of the market’ 5 
takeover plays, could be ty*". 
ing in to GWR, tbe amtH&oos 
commercial radio group- 1 __ 

has acquired 4 millioii shares. 
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the charge, the indexrose the WorldCom 

72.9 to 5317.1. yet another counter-bid for MCI to the ex- ^ 

peak. Trading was heavy with cesses of the last bull market JddialC d 

Seaq turnover nearly hitting when Saatchi & a ‘ Lc nnn the orosped of 

1.2 billion shares. BT and tempted town Miffland Bank to 

Northern Rock were respon- and Utile engineer Benloxau- ren ^ U .f lhe BT 

sible for around one-thW of *eMrt»d fc a^OTg^ buzz included Orange, up 9p 

the action. Supporting radices Still there is a strong ,, n5 and Vodafone, 

made modest headway but it that even at its seemingly . . ihan 4-0 million 

was very much a blue-chip heady level the market is stdl 

pany with, it seemed, more not aven^ued and^ ere Colt THecoBi offering cut- 

ftmei manat's rd'^mtlysur- pI icc service was another 

ring from the sidelines. . , e ^ enjoying a busy line, drawing 

The latest upsurge oc- bid for MO had BTsnares egf, ^ reg _ 

curred after Gartroore, the Na- buzzing, largely on hopes ,,i a iorv moves to increase 

lionat Westminster Bank be foreed to return more cash ulah>.y "“"iV “ 
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952-5p- Leading retailers, suen 
as Kingfisher and Marts & 


Wiggins, the property gr°®P» 

is holding investment meet- 


Share spotlight 

share price, pence 
550 ~Z 
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subsidiary with £47bn under 
management, disclosed it too 
was piling up cash, raising its 
liquidity to 17 per cent. It now 
rivals PDFM as the stock mar- 
ket's biggest bear. 


to shareholders via another 
special dividend. 

At one time up 46p they 
closed 323p higher at 442p. 
Seaq put turnover at a re- 
markable 159.4 million, indi- 


com petition. The shares rose 
36p to 506.5 p. They were sold 
at 275p in December. 

Besides the telecom ex- 
citement the market drew 
strength from a rampant per- 


werc in retreat ana aiu-r »» »“ 
cent run Storehouse suc- 
cumbed to profit taking. 

Cookson, the industrial ma- 
terials group, was firm at 252p 
after a dinner hosted by Hen- 


derson CTosthwaite; Dairy Nam ^ now ^ 

Crest, meeting analysts, held 501 standard Rook, 

ns n ^ «>Hanse. was 


s o NO J PHAMJ j ftS 


at 275p. j . 

Viglen. the Amstrad spin- 
off, jumped 16p to 79p on its 


after Tuesday's collapse, was 
up 25p at 175p- 


morrow’s Leisure. 

Early this year it paw 
£12m for the 75 per cent it 
did not already own. It has 

since sold TL’s two hotels for 

£12 -8m and still has large 
chunks of TL land including 
the Liverpool Gardens Festi- 
val site. Wiggins finned to 
10^p. 
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Next recession will push Gordon 

Brown’s commitment to the limit 


Jobs and the business cycle 


Profits and K* cuts for 2,1 00 firms 1989-1991 
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DIANE 

COYLE 


ON WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN WHEN 
BOOM TURNS 
TO BUST 

Britain's economy is probably somewhere 
around the lop of its boom, precisely the 
stage of the cycle at which optimfcm be- 
comes irresistible. The time has therefore 
come for economists to do their duty and 
spread some gloom about the prospect 
of a recession. No ChanceDor likes a re- 
cession, but it will be particularly testing 
for Gordon Brown given that he has 
promised a long-term improvement in 
Britain's economic performance and 
made a new commitment to full em- 
ployment. For recessions, of course, 
bring billing growth and rising joblessness, 
Mr Brown deserves full marks for ad- 
dressing the economic issues that are of 
most concern to the electorate - the 
deep, underlying issues of productivity, 
inequality and jobs. Too often in the past 
policymakers have focused entirely on 
things that are not quite so hard to in- 
fluence, such as GDP. and inflation, even 
though these are at one remove from 
what really concerns people. But im- 
proving Britain's record on job creation 
and income inequality will prove a long 
haul and concentrating on them will not 
allow the Government to avoid the prob- 
lem of managing a recession. 

How, for example, will a Government 
committed to full employment, however 
that is defined, react to the redundancy 
programmes that the next downturn will 
bring? Evidence in a book published to- 
day on how companies cope with a re- 
cession offers some tantalising hints 


about how Mr Brown might start to ad- 
dress this. 

The key point brought out in the 
book*, co-authored by Paul Geroski, a 
professor at the London Business 
School and Paul Gregg, an adviser to 
the Chancellor, is that a downturn does 
not affect all companies equally, and rel- 
atively few suffer enough to axe a lot of 
jobs. The results, from a detailed sur- 
vey of more than 600 firms, are startling. 

They show a large amount of job 
churning concentrated in relatively few 
companies. Even in the most prosperous 
boom years nearly one-tbind cut jobs. On 
the other hand, during the 1991-92 re- 
cession. two-fifths did not reduce their 
level of employment, and even in 1981 
one-quarter of firms did not shed labour. 
The swing from boom to bust switched 
about one in five companies from hir- 
ing to firing and left the other four out 
of five doing whichever they had been 
doing anyway. The authors write: “Em- 
ployment growth and contraction are 
highly concentrated in a small number 
of firms who experienced big changes in 
employment in booms and recessions." 

Of the 2,100 firms which provided in- 
formation for the years 19S9-91. only 
one-half cut jobs. Nearly 90 per cent of 
the job losses, which amounted to a net 
361,000, occurred in 56 firms - that is. 
in just onc-ienth of the sample. 

The book goes on to investigate why 
some companies are much more vul- 
nerable to downturns than others, with 
only half of those questioned claiming 
to be severely affected Performance dur- 
ing the preceding boom seems to offer 
little clue to how well each firm copes 
with the bust Some of the laggards dur- 
ing the recovery survive while apparently 
thriving ones swing the jobs axe savagely. 

Large companies seem more at risk 
than small ones, contrary to popular im- 
pression. Holding companies and highly 
diversified ones were also less robust. So 
were those that had expanded rapidly, 
often by takeover, taking on a lot of debt, 
although their vulnerability seems to be 
mainly a matter of unlucky timing in hav- 
ing their growth spurt too close to the 
point where the economy turned down. 
But beyond establishing that the varia- 
tion in performance between companies 
has increased over time, these results are 
not especially revealing. 

More interesting is the way firms re- 
act to recession. Uniformly, they cry to cut 


costs by cutting jobs and limiting wage 
growth, and by reducing investment in 
plant and equipment, but not investment 
in intangibles such as advertising, mar- 
keting and R&D- Nor do they cut divi- 
dends. In other words, the two recession 
strategies they opt for are precisely those 
least helpful to Mr Brown's long-term aims 
of sustaining full employment and boost- 
ing long-term growth. What's more, the 
two economists report that the job shed- 
ding has only a temporary effect on pro- 
ductivity. or output per employee. 

There is a puzzle in these findings. 
Why do a small minority of companies 
find it easier to sack a few thousand peo- 
ple than reduce their dividend bill? 
Wouldn't a bit of financial engineering 
be easier and better for the business in 
the long term than losing human capi- 
tal and damaging morale? Evidently not. 
although the book provides some evi- 
dence Lhat a strong union does make fir- 
ing people less of an easy option. These 
findings will fuel the Government's de- 
termination to press on with corporate 
tax reform in order to shift the burden 
of risk-taking away from employees 
and on to shareholders. 

But would using the tax system to re- 
shape the way companies cut costs dur- 
ing a recession be enough to meet the 
pledge to keep the economy dose to full 
employment? Probably not. One issue 
is what full employment means. 


A more fundamental point is that un- 
employment is not a problem of com- 
panies making too little work available; 
the conventional wisdom that unem- 
ployment just reflecLs inadequate labour 
demand is wrong. It is easy to stimulate 
demand. If Mr Brown wanted to avoid 
a recession, he could allow more public 
spending or cut taxes. The difficulty is that 
simply expanding demand would run the 
economy into the supply buffers and lead 
to inflation. Solving the unemployment 
problem also requires the expansion 
and improvement of labour supply. 

America's great achievement has 
been to draw into work more categories 
of people who were not previously par- 
ticipating in the labour market They are 
often on low pay but their entry into work 
has allowed demand to carry on ex- 
panding without triggering inflation. 

Tackling British unemployment will 
similarly involve getting people who have 
not typically worked into jobs on, prob- 
ably. low wages, or improving their 
skills enough to warrant taking them on 
at higher wages. For all the Govern- 
ment's brave talk about reskflling the 
workforce and Us wclfare-to-wark pro- 
grammes. they will be lucky indeed if it 
happens in time for the next recession. 

* “ Coping With Recession Paul Geros- 
ki and Paid Gregg, Cambridge Universi- 
ty Press £40 or £14.95. 
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Chris Dickson, the man who won the biggest 
fraud case in history this year, is leaving the Se- 
rious Fraud Office (SFO) to become the most 
senior regulator of accountants in Britain. Mr 
Dickson will succeed Michael Chance as Exec- 
utive Counsel of the Accountants’ Joint Disci- 
plinary Scheme f JDS) next January. 

Mr Chance, a former policeman, has spent 
four years helping to get the fledgling JDS up 
and running. He was once in the running to head 
up the SFO, having helped found the agency in 
1 98S. The JDS job was described by one obseiwr 
yesterday as consisting of "lurking around the 
Square Mile, and leaping out to administer six 
of the best to accountants whose professional 
conduct has been found wanting". 

Mr Dickson has been senior assistant direc- 
tor of the SFO during some of the agency's 
biggest trials. The biggest was that of Abbas 
GokaL the Pakistan-born shipping magnate 
who was jailed this year for his part in a $1.2bn 
fraud involving Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International. The prosecution, put together by 
Mr Dickson, also resulted in the longest sentence 
for fraud - 14 years - and the heaviest com- 
pensation order, of £2.94m. 

No doubt the appointment of this Belfast-born 
lawyer to the JDS will send a suitable shiver 
through the ranks of the City’s bean counters. 

Farewell then Sir Brace Pattuilo. governor of 
Bank of Scotland until next May's annual meet- 
ing and a beacon of sanity in this workaholic 
world. After J 8 years in the hot seat, he tells me 
there are no plans to hop on the non-exec gravy 
train when he passes his ledger on to booze-and- 
shopping-Lrolley laird. Sir Alistair Grant 

Sir Bruce plans to visit his children in Cana- 
da and Austria and his “modest little house" m 
Spain, as well as work cm his backhand lob. This 
will keep him out of mischief, he thinks. Hob- 
nobbing in Hong Kong recently, he was taken 
aside by someone who knows a thing or two about 
Stepping out of the limelight. George Bosh told 
Sir Bruce the worst thing about not being Pres- 
ident of the United States any more was getting 


used to being “Barbara’s husband” and “the fa- 
ther of the Governor of Texas". . 

Field-Marshal The Lord Inge GCB, DL, is join- 
ing Racal as a non-executive director. He 
should be useful to the oompany, which is deeply 
- involved in military technology, since he was 
Chief of the Defence Staff, Britain's top mili- 
tary post, until last April. Lord Inge, 62, joins 
the dectronics coinpaiyfoflbwing a long and db- 
tingmshed career in the armed forces. He was 
commisriotied into the Green Howards in 1956, 
and served in Hong Kong, Malaya. Libya, West 
Germany, Northern Ireland and England before 
assuming command of Northern Army Group 
and tbe British Army on tbe Rhine on his pro- 
motion to General in 1989. He became Chief 
of the General Staff in 1992 and Chief of the 
Defence Staff two years later. 

Granville, an independent investment bank spe- 
cialising in information technology, has been sign- 
ing up a colourful team of people over the past 
few months. Yesterday Chris Conway, chairman 
and chief executive of Digital Equipment, joined 
as a non-executive director. Other recent sign- 
ingsinclude Leonard Ucfat, the legendary fund 
manager and former Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment star, who is acting as a consultant to the 
group. Jane Twer, a former IBM heavyweight 
and founder of Softwright, a software company, 
is providing strategic advice, while Charles 
Tilley, a former finance director for Hambros, 
is the finance and new business director. 

David Davies has gone from Mickey Mouse to 
condoms in one leap. Mr Davies left Tbe Dis- 
ney Store, Europe, in May, and is about to suc- 
ceed James IJprrell 85 finance director of 
London International Group (LIG), makers of 
Durex condoms and Marigold household gloves. 
Mr Tyrrell is retiring in August next year and will 
hand over most of the executive reins to Mr 
Davies this November. 

Michael Moore, chairman of LIG, said yes- 
terday: “James Tyrrell played an essential role 
in restructuring LIG, bringing it back from the 
brink of collapse in 1993.™ 

LIG’s previous management had diversified 
into fast photo processing, and tbe company 
nearly went bust in 1993. Nick Hodges was put 
in as chief executive to turn LIG around, and 
he imported Mr Tyrrell from Abbey NationaL 
Together they launched a successful £1 15m res- 
cue rights issue and revamped the balance sheet 
Mr Davies has a solid record as an interna- 
tional financial bod, having held senior positions 
at BOC Group and Grand Metropolitan. 

Bunnab Castro) ’s Tim Stevenson is to succeed 
Jonathan Fry as chief executive of the inde- 
pendent lubricants and chemicals group. Mike 
Dearden, currently chief executive of Burmah 
Castroi's chemicals group, will take over from 
Mr Stevenson as chief executive of the lubricants 
division. In a shake-up following Mr Fry’s suc- 
cession to the chairmanship, Jamie Pflse will suc- 
ceed Mr Dearden and join the board of Burmah 
from February next year. 
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•"Gen boss wants a 


on competition 


■v. 


M^liherausa,,^ n «fc- 

-toaandmostofu^*^- 

- buy our power from where^ 

toTtaswflJco^^ ^ 

• appointment l0 me r mar 

househoUs^,^;”^ 

SS ?l ^S Br8and ^randre- 

port* expect to switch to new 

' . ^eenergy sopphcr.J 
^better pnees and service. 
’ f n? u Sr , MinisIer - J °ba 

is nghtiuo stand firm 

• jn wsamg that the industry^ 
UversdereguJauon lo the dead- 

" 01 1 April next year. It is ao 

enormous technical and logis- 
tical challenge. But the indus- 
try has been planning f or the 
change since 1990 and invested 

. . . at feast £500m « billing and 

metering technology. It must m 
ahead as close to the original 
timetable as possible. 

iAeralisation should make 
an industry with an annual 
turnover of £15bn directly ac- 
| countable to the people it exists 
w 10 serve- But if this objective is 
to be achieved I believe the Gov- 
ernment has lo do more than en- 
aire that the power deadline is 
met and that the systems work. 
It also needs to set a new dircc- 
' lion to energy policy in the UK. 
fa doing so. h could dear the way 
for a market-based solution - a 
sustainable, competitive frame- 
work in which households will 
have real and lasting choice. 

The energy revolution of 
the early 1990s has brought 
huge change and enormous 
benefits. Upstream, in the gen- 
eration of electricity, the mono- 
lithic. state-owned Central 
| Electricity' Generating Board 
has given way to 20 companies 
competing to meet the nation’s 
. electricity demand. Innovative 
. management and high, sus- 
tained investment means 
Britain sets the global bench- 
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murk for efficiency, safety and 
environmental performance. 
Improved efficiency throughout 
the industry means energy bills 
arc up to 20 per cent lower, sav- 
ing the average household 
around £60 per year. Cus- 
tomer complaints have halved. 

Downstream, in the supply 
of energy direct to our homes, 
Britain is leading Europe in 
completing the single market. 
Now, customer choice should 
bring lower bills, better services 
and a greater focus on energy 
efficiency and enviromneotal 
performance. But not even the 
system's architect, the industry 
regulator. Professor Stephen 
Uttlechild. believes that most 
electricity customers will have 
a worthwhile choice. He pre- 
dicts that, over the next two 
years, fewer than 1 in 20 cus- 
tomers will have sufficient in- 
centive to switch supplier. This 
reinforces government fears 
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that a small minority of wealth- 
ier homes will benefit, rather 
than lower income households. 

Why? Because all the re- 
gional monopolies benefitfrom 
the status quo. None of them 
gains from competing head to 
head. And the barriers to mar- 
ket entry are loo great to allow 
companies like FtowcrGen to cut 
out the middle man and mar- 
ket the product they make 
direct to customers. 

Whal we have is an industiy 
structure that resembles the 
ITV network of regional fran- 
chises. What is needed - if 
competition is to take root - is 
one more akin to petrol, bank- 
ing or even the supermarkets. 
Five or six strong players and a 
number of smaller competitors 
would have a powerful incentive 
to compete to win business 
from each other. The risk of 
competition being stalled or 
moribund as 12 incumbent mo- 
nopolies tiy to defend their 
own home territory would end. 

It is multi-energy companies 
- active in all areas of the sup- 
ply chain -- that wOl bring change 
and customer choice. The bigger 
the customer base the more 
companies are aHe to reduce the 
costs of serving customers. The 
wider the contract portfolio, the 
more able a company is to hedge 
the risks when capita] costs are 
high and demand ts volatile. 
The more competitive the mar- 
ket, the more companies will in- 
vest in a strong brand and 
customer service. 

The Government doesn’t 
have to impose this model on 
the industry. But it does have to 
decide to let business strategies 
evolve within a stable, consistent 
and transparent regulatory 
framework. Scottish Power and 
Hie Energy Group generate, 
distribute and supply electricity. 
Centrica, gas supplier to 16 
million households, produces 
gas from Morecambe Bay. Mul- 
ti-utility companies, spanning 


telecoms, water, gas and elec- 
tricity, arc emerging. 

Allowing other generators to 
expand into electricity distrib- 
ution and supply would break 
the current impasse. As a result 
it should entice new entrants - 
independent suppliers, retailers 
and others who would force the 
bigger players to remain agile 
and responsive to customers. 

And it will give domestic 
competition the kick start that 
it so desperately needs. Re- 
structuring should also bring 
further customer dividends 
through increased efficiencies 
benefiting all households, not 
just a favoured few. Public 
policymaker; would be able to 
ensure that energy efficiency 
docs improve and low income 
households arc also able lo 
benefit. It would enhance the 
competitiveness of UK compa- 
nies in global markets, where 
operating throughout the sup- 
ply chain in a range of energy 
and other utility services is in- 
creasingly important. 

Others may have a different 
vision of how the market should 
develop, but no one should 
doubt the need for a step 
change in government and reg- ■ 
uiatoiy policy. The previous 
government found that the in- 
dustry structure it created at pri- 
vatisation was not sustainable. 
But it was unwilling to accept 
the new market-led evolution of 
the industry. A continuation of 
this erratic policy will not deliver 
effective competition or genuine 
customer choice. 

The nasty shock for 20 million 
households is that they would 
then bear the costs and risks of 
creating the administr ative in- 
frastructure of a competitive en- 
ergy market without any real 
hope of benefiting from it AO of 
us -industry, regulator and gov- 
ernment -would then be held to 
account for denying our fellow 
citizens the competitive choices 
they dearly expect. 
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Malaysian PM 
deepens crisis 


The Malaysian currency, the 
ringgitt, suffered further big 
losses on the international 
money markets yesterday, 
after the country’s Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mo- 
homed, renewed fas call for 
a ton od all currency trading. 

His remarks, made during 
a trade conference in Chile; 
not only saw the ringgitt 
drop to its lowest-ever level, 
but also helped fuel a re- 
newed battering of seveal 
South-east Asian currencies. 

Malaysian businessmen 
probably breathed a sigh of 
relief when the Prime Min- 
ister left for Chile earlier in 
the week. He has earned no- 
toriety for his rash criticism 
of "currency speculators’'. 
Although fas threats of legal 
action against traders who 
have profited from the ring- 
gjtfs slide have been taken 
seriously by few, they have 
been enough to erode confi- 
dence m an economy at a 
time when it most needs it. 

Addressing a conference 
of trade officials and busi- 
nessmen, during a visit to 
Chile, Dr Mathatir initially 
lambasted the international 
media for “obscenely gloating 
at the economic problems 
facing Malaysia and other 
countries in Asia. But he 
could hardly resist raismg the 


more sensitive issue of cur- 
rency traders as well. “Their 
activities,'’ he told delegates, 
“deny freedom to others. We 
therefore need to regulate or 
outlaw currency trading, so 
free trade can flourish.” 

The markets, wary of any 
moves by the Malaysian gov- 
ernment to curb their activ- 
ities. acted swiftly. In just two 
hours, the ringgitt had 
plunged more than 4 per 
cent to reach a record low of 
3.4080 to the dollar. At the 
end of the day’s trading it bad 
regained only a fraction of its 
lost ground, dosing ai 33540. 

Stocks on the Kuala 
Lumpur exchange were also 
hit hard. The key index fell 
more than 2 per cent, com- 
pounding the significant loss- 
es of the past few months. 

“The markets are already 
jittery about the Malaysian 
economy,” said one Kuala 
Lumpur-based trader, “but 
remarks like the Prime Min- 
ister’s help no one. TTiey 
only breed nervousness.” 

Yesterday's trading also 
saw other regional currencies 
under heavy pressure. The 
Indonesian rupiah hit a new 
low against the dollar, while 
the Philippines Central Bank 
was forced to intervene to 
bolster its currency, the peso. 

- Matthew Chance 


Italian stocks and bonds 
slump in EMU entry row 


I talian stocks, bonds and the 
lira all plunged yesterday as 
Romano Prodi, the Italian 
Prime Minister suspended 
talks with unions to make 

welfare-spending cuts deemed 

critical to Italy's entry to 
Europe's angle currency. 

Mr Prodi is facing defeat 
of his 199S budget by fas 
hard-left allies in the worst 
crisis since his centre-left 
coalition took power in May 
1996. The assault on Italian 
financial assets sparked calls 

for fresh elections. 

Italy’s all-share Mibtel 


Index shed 466, or 2.9 per 
cent, to 15,403, its worst one- 
day drop in 19 months. Fu- 
tures on Italian bonds for 
December settlement in Lon- 
don dropped 0.56 to 1 1 1.40, 
and the Italian lira tumbled 
to 980.0 lire per German 
mark from 977.1 lire. 

Some stock and bond in- 
vestors, though, said they 
still expect Mr Prodi’s gov- 
ernment to survive and bring 
the budget deficit below? per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product - a pre-condition 
for joining EMU in 1999. 




Pamela Anderson of ‘Baywatch’: Pearson was attracted by All American’s formats with global appeal 


Pearson pays $5l3m for ‘Baywatch’ group 


Pearson Television is set to fulfil 
its ambition of becoming the 
world's largest international 
television producer after it 
finally confirmed its $5l3m 
(£3l8m) bid for Ail American 
Communications, which makes 
the Baywatch beach drama. Corby 
Newman reports 


Pearson reached agreement with All 
American, which owns and distributes 
drama series and game shows such as 
Blind Date and The Price is Right, early 
yesterday morning after all-night 
negotiations. 

Marjorie Scardino, chief executive of 
Pearson, said: “We have pursued All 
American fora while because it fits per- 
fectly with our strategy of owning 


formats which are transportable around 
the world." 

Pearson has in the past bought pro- 
grammes such as Neighbours to export 
internationally. Greg Dyke, chief exec- 
utive of Pearson TV, said the company 
first started talking to All American in 
1995, the year Pearson TV became an 
international producer through its ac- 
quisition of Grundy. 

He poured cold water on City ana- 
lysts' worries that UK companies had 
come to grief in the US television mar- 
ket in the past, saying Pearson had to en- 
ter the US in order to be a world player. 
The ITV company TVS got into diffi- 
culties in 1988 when it paid $320m for 
MTM Entertainment, but sold out five 
years later for $94m. 

Toni Scotti. the founder of All Amer- 
ican who owns around $200m worth of 
shares, is to leave the company, along 
with roughly a dozen senior managers. 


Derek Terrington. media analyst at 
Teather & Greenwood, was one of the 
more optimistic observers. “This Is in tine 
with the market places they've said 
they want to have a strong presence in.” 
He said it now appeared that Mr Dyke, 
who was rumoured to have been on Ihe 
point of quitting in recent months, was 
in for the long haul. “This must delight 
Greg Dyke as he’s now got a big in- 
ternational business to run.” 

Another analyst said that although All 
American's programming was un- 
doubtedly down-market, there was “a fag 
market for tackiness". 

Mrs Scardino said the deal had been 
fended in part by the sale of “passive” 
television interests. Pearson has raised 
£134m this year from the sale of minority 
stakes in TVB, the Hong Kong broad- 
caster. and in FJ extech. Other share- 
holdings. such as the stake in BSkyB. are 
being “looked at closely". 
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Goal guru 
kicks off for 

Woodward 


If England’s goal kickers 
manage to put the boot 
into Australia in a little 
over six weeks' time, the 
Wallabies will know who 
to blame. 

The much-maligned 
Dave Aired was back on 
national duty yesterday 
and as Chris Hewett 
reports, his appearance 
marked a small but 
significant triumph for 
the new coaching panel. 


Clive Woodward’s honeymoon 
period may not prove quite as 
long-lasting as Tbny Blair’s - 
New Labour have only William 
Hague to woriy about while 
England’s recently appointed 
coach is about to undergo a fbccr- 
week trial by All Black, Spring- 
bok and Wallaby - but just at the 
moment, he is getting his own 
way on all the important issues. 
The specialist presence of Dave 
Aired, philosopher king to the 
world’s finest goaftrickera, at 
BLsham Abbey yesterday sig- 
nalled Woodward’s first victory 
over the blazered denizens of 
Twickenham. 

Not that the new boy would 
dream of putting it in such stark 
terms, of course, for diploma- 
cy Ls all in these early days of 
his stewardship. But he has un- 
deniably succeeded where Jack 
Rowell, his predecessor, con- 
sistently Sailed by convincing the 
Rugby Football Union of 
Alred’s importance to the Eng- 
land cause. “I am absolutely of 


the opinion that we need a full- 
tune Iririnng coach anri at the 
nuunent, Dave is the best in the 
business,” said 'Wbodward, who 
c °usulted the kickers in his 
squad before making his pitch 
to the powers that be. 

That Aired is also the most 
expensive in . the business has 
long lodged in the RFLTs col- 
lective craw. The Bristol-based 
former American football kick- 
er was once blacklisted by the 
then amateur union authorities 
for having the brass neck to 
accept money from the Min- 
nesota Vikings and last season 
be managed the remarkable 
feat of being deemed “too pro- 
fessional” for foe newly pro- 
fessionalised game. In short, 
senior figures in the 
national set-up still suspect his 
motives, considering him a 
mercenary, a hired hand whose 
instincts are to serve the high- 
est bidder rather than naD his 
colours to the red rose mast. 

Certainly, Aired has worked 
extensively with kickers from ri- 
val nations - the Wallabies 
themselves have used his ex- 
pertise for some years - yet he 
insists that, given the right 
terms, he would happily devote 
himself to England. “Of course 
I want to be involved,” he said 
yesterday. “This is a start. I'm 
here on a session-by-session 
basis at the moment but I’m 
hopeful of things sorting them- 
selves out over foe long term.” 

If they do. Woodward will 
have his dr eam team in place: 
John Mitchell as assistant coach; 
Richard Hill and Rob Smith on 
board with the A team; Phil Kei- 
th- Roach as the scrummaging 


% 




Hands-on role; Clive Woodward (second right), the new England coach, pursues Phil Greening, flanked by Austin Healey, on the training ground yesterday Photograph: Peter jay 


guru; Jim Blair as the fitness 
taskmaster; and Aired on foe 
ball with the marksmen. 

Perhaps the most influential 
member of Woodward's think- 
tank will not be on foe payroll, 
however. Ed Morrison, the in- 
ternational referee who con- 
trolled the 1995 World Cup 
final, attended yesterday's ses- 
sion in an advisory capacity and 
will continue to do so during the 
build-up to this autumn’s for- 
bidding quartet of Tests with the 
southern superpowers. 

“The professional coach 
leaves nothing to chance,” said 


Woodward, concerned if not 
alarmed at foe lingering con- 
fuaon surrounding the ruck and 
tackle laws and acutely con- 
scious of the many conflicts of 
interpretation that exist 
between European referees 
and their brethren from south 
of the equator. “International 
matches can be won and lost on 
small technicalities and Ed’s 
knowledge will help us straight- 
en a few things out. I also 
hope to speak to each of the 
lest referees before their re- 
spective matches to find out 
how they want things done.” 


Roughly a quarter of Wood- 
ward’s 23-man “Slite” squad 
were unable to train yesterday 
-John Bentley, Jeremy Guscotr, 
Matt Dawson, Kyran Bracken, 
Simon Shaw and Tim Rodber 
were the men in possession of 
sick notes - but the coach was 
adamant that all would be avail- 
able for selection when the 
Wallabies hit town for the open- 
ing international of the season 
on 15 November. “John, Jerry 
and Kyran have yet to play this 
season but they are close to 
match fitness," he said. “They 
wouldn't be in this party if we 
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Who is the greatest footballer of all time? 
Now you can help us choose. Because Eng- 
land, the home of the world’s greatest sport, 
is about to become the permanent venue for 
the International Football Hall Of Rime, 
backed by the Independent and the Profes- 
sional Fbotballers’ Association. And we 
need you to decide which of foe game’s he- 
roes should be first to be inducted. 

Over the next few weeks with your help, 
we will pick the best 25 of all time to be in- 
augurated in November in the official HaD 
Of Rune. To qualify, your pick must have 
played for his country and have retired for 
three years. 

So get voting now. What we need you to 
do is nominate up to four players for elec- 
tion to the Hail Of Fame. Simply follow the 
instructions on the right 
Internet: You can also cast your vote on 
foe Interact at www^porting-lifexam. 

This is how it all works. 

•A player of any nationality can be elected. 
He must have been retired for three years 
and have gained a full cap. Anyone can make 
up to four nominations. 

• A nomination must be sent to the 
International RxitbaH Hall Of fame on an 
Official Voting Farm, by telephone to a reg- 
istered number, or via the Internet 

• \bting ends on Sunday November 9, 1997. 
The five players with most nominations will 
automatically be elected. 

• A Selection Committee made up of sev- 
en retired players from different countries, 
with a chairman from the PFA, will draw 
up a short list of 60 players from those who 
receive most votes. This list is given to a pan- 
el of football journalists, chaired by the Mir- 
ror’s Harry Harris. Each will choose a top 
20. The 20 players who receive most votes 
will be elected. 

Pick your greatest team ever - see the 
Independent on Sunday and Monday’s 
Independent for details. 

YOUR VOTE COUNTS 
make sure you use it! 


Who is the greatest? 


When selecting your play- 
ers for the International 
Hall of Fame, you have 
the chance to make 
FOUR votes and four 
votes ONLY. Remember 
your votes count, as the 
top five players overall 
from all the votes received 
will automatically go into 
The Hall of Fame. 

In the table below, we 
have listed 250 players 
who could all be in con- 
tention. To make your se- 
lection, all you have to do 
is select vour choice of up 


to four players. If you 
wish you may select only 
one, but FOUR is the 
maximum. Select up to 
four players, noting down 
their code numbers and 
then call 0930 565 996. 

First of ail. you will be 
asked to carry out a quick 
test to determine wbat 
type of phone you have. 
You will then be directed 
to enter your chosen play- 
er codes. At the end of (he 
call, you will be asked to 
leave your name and ad- 
dress. Your voles will be 


registered against your 
name. 

VOTE NOW on: 0930 
565 996 

If the player or players 
you wish to vote for are 
not listed below, you can 
vote for them by using the 
form below and sending it 
to: The Independent. Hail 
of Fame, PO Box 6927, 
London E3 3NZ. Postal 
entries must be received 
by November 8. 

Please note, you should 
use the form only if your 
selections are not listed in 


the table below. If you ex- 
perience problems vot- 
ing, call our helpline: 0990 
800 283. You cannot reg- 
ister your vote on this 
line. Vote lines close on 
November 9, 1997. Re- 
public of Ireland number 
is 1550 123 302 (Tone 
phones only). 

Calls should last no more 
than two mins. 5 Op per 
minute at ail times 
Calls from Republic of 
Ireland cost 5Sp per 
minute include VAT. 


The players 



C00£ PLAYER 
. GOALKEEPERS 
300 Gordon Bonks 

303 Joel Bats 

304 Antarto CaitotS 
'385 RayCtaranca 
SOB FtoDasayw 
307- F eh 

.309 Harry Gregg 
SO Pauaomngs 
333 JxkKefeey 
■334". SepflllaJar 
335 Jean-Mate Ptaff 
.338 FrartwJcPtanida 
337 Harald SdunatAer 
838 Ron Springe* 

339 Fra* Swift 

340 LevYM*i 
343 RfcadoZamora 
34T DinoZbS 

. . . DffEHJStS 
400 Catos ABmo 
403 LatgtAfcmnl 
W Mantel Amoras 
.408 Jkimiy AmtfeH 
TO Kbos AugenttHfer 
407. Kerti Beanie 
m Franz Bectertrauer 
.409 PanlBnam 
430. Tterry Buttter 
TO Roga Byrne 
434. Antoriocawm 
435 Camacho 

438 Jack Chariton 
.437. Hector Ctmmpiaz 
.438 GeogeCrtan 

439 Stan Colts 

440 aadnto FacchetD 

443 Tommy (fennel 

444 Cferdto QanSe 

445 Eft Gerete 
447- Afc*t Hansen 
448 Eddte Hapgood 
.449 Ernst Happel 
450 Eirtyn Hughes 
453 Norman Hurts 
455. Junior 

456: Ruud Krai 
457 Bobby Moore 
.488 Morten Oben 
459 Dart* Passarala 
450 Alt Ramsay 
TO Kenny Sansom 
.464. Wot Santos 
.to mstiBtoe 
466 Marius Tresor 
'467 Berta VogS 
48B RayWHson 
469 RoyMcfatond 
Am MckMfe 
473; lutstU Mai* 

Ati Bfly Wright 
.475 Johmy Carey 


476 DmU 0‘Leafy 

Be 

706 BUyBromter 

Scottond 

838 ManaKonpes 

ArgenSna 

477 K-Fteto Stfmeanger 

Germany 

707. Alex James 

Sccom 

890 SaratorKocsto 

Hungary 

178 BBShanWy 

Scotland 

708 Marianfltasny 

Cash's 

900 Raymond Kopa 

Franca 

479 Mamyhaflr 

Germany 

709 Jimmy IWcftuy 

Nfrs&nd 

903 HansKranU 

ArraUla 

MDflEfoERS 


730 Jmga Bumdvsa 

ArgsiOna 

904 GragoraLato 

Putaxl 

803 Gsste Anffles 

Argentina 

. FORWARDS 


905 DomtsLaw 

Scotland 

605 Alan Brf 

England 

800 Antfre Abeggian 

SiMtz’tind 

TO DmvnyLawton 

England 

608 Patitrt Batoston 

France 

TO Aden* 

Brad 

907. Frasfc Lee 

England 

607 AnBwto 

Scotland 

884 JoseAguss 

Pur mg# 

908 Leonidas da Sira 

Brast 

m CoSnB* 

England 

8® FtonanAtowt 

Hungary 

909 BOyLWSeJ 

Sctfland 

609 Danny Btondtflowsr 

H Ireland 

806 tour ABcbuicb 

Wales 

920 Alex Jackson 

ScoBand 

630. RalnerBnnfnf 

Germany 

807 Gerry Armstrang 

Nlrataml 

928 Amaro Varata 


833 GtamtfciO Bongwtl 

Bafy 

TO Luc Artime 

Argenfina 

Amanoo 

Spain 

Liam Brady 

Bra 

TO Gengi Asfunrdnv 

Brtgana 

924. Jose Augusta 

ftortugal 

638 Hans Peter Bdagel 


880 JettAstta 

England 

.925 Johnny Hap 

HoSand 

638 Tramt BrooWng 

Entfand 

833 CStf BasUn 

England 

330' GaryUneker 

England 

B3i Jan Ceyfenais 

Bdgwm 

834 fgarBetanov 

UKfl 

933 Ptere LOtwsW 

Germany 

838. BubbyOartun 

England 

TO George Best 

Hlrebnd 

.934 NatLofttKXEM 

Enrfatd 


Mario Coturra 
Bruno Conti 
Dane Cooper 
PUGreramf 
Johan Crayft 
TbnyCvrte 
KaztnferzDeyna 
DU 

Dman Edwards 
Roberto Fakao 
LDttFtffOKteZ 
Geny Francis 
DeRgo*to}G«nBoo 
m Getsffli 
857 JotntyGfes 
AttnOrasse 
Geonja Gntoasn 
m John Hsian 
G8C RaytojnetJy 
065 PBterLorimer 
M DaveUadoy 
689. Jw Maicer 
&4 aiik* 1 Muhran . 
4BK Jam Maskers 

W Gunter NbGB 
ST Ernst OcwH 
078 Antonin Panerts 
m Marin Wats 
689! MfcttfPbtln 
ms ttsayftsts 
CM. Antarto Raffln 

MB' flaw Md 

Roberto Rtvaflnj 
Bond Schuster 

GraaneSounes 

Raw ,'tf Kerttofl 
998 WRyvTfKatiiJtf 
099 VkW 
703 TenyWm#! 

70* Ron flown 
716. Art Haan 


837 OtegBtakfth 
SSB StereBoaner 
830 Zbigniew Barak 
848 SJan Bowles 
843 Raymond Bratoe 

846 RatctiGaner 

847 Catos Caszdy 

848 MckChannan 

849 John Ctories 

850 GtorgnChenatfa 
053 Marita CMvere 
854 Alton Onto 
655 Rlc Coppens 

856 TenffloCuMHas 

857 ZUtanCztor 
958 Kenny DatgUsti 
859 DM? Dean 

688 Alfredo dSsfano 
063 Derek Dougan 
864. DraganDaft: 

868 Praben Eftpar 
887 Eusebio 

868 Giovanni Ferrari 

689 BerndteFansyra 
870 Torn Finney 

873 JustFbntoire 

874 Trevor francs 
873 HugNe Gabdier 
STB Garrircha 

8T7 FranowoGerto 

878 CtarifeGeorge 

879 Andy Gray 

880 Francesca Graze* 
883 Jknmy Greaves 
B84 GunnarQran 

885 Gerhard Hanappl 
386 Johnny Hancocks 

887 Johnny Haynes 

888 WEa Henderson 

889 Nando Htdegkutt 

890 Geoti Hurst 
883 Tommy ttotoMson 
894. Janttn 

896 Jnrty Johnstone 
897; Kevin Keegan 


Rare 

Hungary 

Scotland 

England 

Spata 

N Ireland 

Yugos&vta 

Denmark 

Portugal 

Argentina 

England 

France 

England 

Scotland 

Brad 

Spain 

Eitfand 

StarBand 

Wy 

England 

Sweden 

Austria 

England 

England 

ScoBand 

Hungary 

England 

Scotland 

Brad 

ScoBand 

England 


936. Wflt Manrton 
938 Stortoylfeffnws 
839 SamkoMazzota 
V40r Jbrnny McGwy 
944 JaddeWtarm 

948 Stan Monacal 

946 GerdkU* 

947 Zdenek Nehoda 

949 Peter Osgood 

950 WoCgang OvaaOi 

flsa- Pete 

094- Roger Ptantod 

955 SMflPWa 

956 Ftortng Pwrtsen 

957 Ferenc Puskas 

958 Helmut Rahn 
959' CyriHRegts 

m. Robbie RercenbrinK 
983' John fflehards 
904 Lirigifflva 
985 : Gtari Rhera 
.968 Paoto Boss* 

.987 K-H R umm eteggc 
'BBS. Juan A Schtafllno 
WO .’ Uwe Sader 
973 Dragosbv Sekularec 
874 LenShacktettn 
976 NHdta Shnonai 
977' Atei Staunsm 
978, Agne Sknansean 
979 Fra*Staptamn 
980- Joacfwn Strekdi 
983 Tommy Taylor 
Tostao 

. Marco tftn Bastrei 
988 Frankfa VtTEtst 
987. EnetnVMenbergh 
968 Vava 

989. Norman WhBeskto 
99B. EmstWttnovsM 
993. Dennis Wtetraw 
994 . Frank WortHngtan 
TO Mato Zap*) 

898: Roger Has 
TO Rodney Marah 


England 

Germany 

Credit! 

England 

Germany 

Brad 

France 

m 

Denmark 

Hongaor 

Germany 

Entfand 

Noland 

England 

nn 

ran 

Germany 

Uruguay 

Gomany 

Yltgostavto 

England 

USSR 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Ore 

EGermany 

England 

Brad 

Htdand 

fle&en 

Brad 

Nlretand 

Poland 

England 

England 


didn’t think they had a chance 
of making the Australia game. 

M I know we have only a cou- 
ple of these Wednesday sessions 
left to us, but by the time we face 
the WsDabies well have had am- 
ple time to get the team in 
shape. To be honest, 1 can’t wait 
to stop all this theorising and 
play a match. Onoc we’ve had 
80 minutes against Australia, HI 
have a much better idea of 
where we stand. They have a 
new coach, as do the Spring- 
boks, and it will be fascinating 
to see how us newcomers ap- 
proach foe job in hand.” 

TENNIS 


Saracens recall for Pienaar 


Saracens have made nine 
changes, including foe recall of 
the former Springbok captain 
Francois Pienaar, for their Eu- 
ropean Conference match at 
Neath on Saturday. Pienaar, foe 
player-coach, was among those 
missing when Saracens lost 
their 100 per cent tournament 
record at Castries. 

Lance SherreU, Treviso’s 
South African-born stand-off, 
is out of the key Hcineken Cup 
Pool E match against Llanelli. 


Rusedski grinds 
out victory 


Greg Rusedski wore down 
David Prinosil 4-6, 64,7-5 in the 
opening round of the the Swiss 
indoor tournament in Basle 
yesterday. The British No 1 
needed an hour and 45 minutes 
to earn a second-round match 
against South African Wayne 
Ferreira. 

The world No 10, playing his 
first tournament since splitting 
with his coach, Brian Teacher, 
could not be faulted for positive 
play in the first seL Bui. in rush- 
ing to the net on every point. 
Rusedski paid the price against 
the accurate groundstxokes of 
the Czech-born German. 

A superb backhand pass saw 
the fourth seed broken in the 
first game and he trailed 2-0 
against his 59th-ranked oppo- 
nent 

But Rusedski held service the 
next lime round with an ace as 
he rattled off three games in a 
row. He then held serve and 
immediately broke back before 
moving 3-2 ahead. 

But Prinosil stayed with him 
and a lob, a great passing shot 
and a superb return on break 
point in the ninth game left him 
serving for the set at 54. He duty 

GOLF 


held serve when Rusedski put 
a backhand over foe baseline. 

Rusedski came back in the 
second set as he broke to lead 
4-2. But a foot-fault led to a mo- 
mentary loss of concentration in 
the next game. 

Rusedski trailed 040 before 
losing the game on a double- 
fault before Prinosil held serve 
with an ace to level at 4-4 and 
come within two games of vic- 
tory. But Rusedski won eight 
points in a row to win the sec- 
ond set 64 following a netted 
backhand from his opponent 

Rusedski's service, not quite 
at its best improved in foe final 
set but Prinosil would not let him 
get away. Rusedski's 12lh ace 
saw him take a 3-2 lead. And two 
games later he led 4-3 with a sin- 
gle double-fault being his only 
point lost on service in the set. 

He was then a break down 
at 44, but held his nerve to take 
the game. Then, at 6-5, a superb 
forehand return down the line 
left Rusedski at 0-30 up and two 
points from victory. 

The British No 1 went on to 
lead 40-15 and converted the 
second of his two match points 
with a forehand vollev. 


US tempts Montgomerie 


Colin Montgomerie will de- 
ride on 7 November whether to 
leave the PGA European Tour 
and play foe US Tour full-time 
next year. 

Montgomerie, bidding to 
become foe European No 1 for 
the fifth successive year, made 
this plain in Berlin yesterday 
after foe pro-am at the Linde 
German Masters. 

Montgomerie said: “I’ve a 
decision to make and I shall 
make it five days after foe Vol- 
vo Masters which ends on No- 
vember 2. 1 have my US Tour 
card and now it is up to me. 
Whatever I decide, one thing is 
| certain. 1 shall not try to play on 
both tours. Ernie Els fried it this 
year but could not manage it.” 

Mon Igomerie certainly gave 
the impression that he is Amer- 
ica-bound. “It was a big blow to 
the European Tour when Nick 
Faldo left." he said, “but the 
Tour survived and our Ryder 
Cup victory has certainly 
helped the Tour's prestige." 


But Montgomerie implied 
he had no more worlds to con- 
quer in Europe by saying: u If I 
do make it five in a row foal will 
be the cod of this.” 

The 34-year-old Scot is lead- 
ing foe \folvo Order of Merit by 
£81,000 from Irishman Darren 
Clarke with only three counting 
tournaments to be played. 

If he finishes top again he 
wfll have set a new European 
record, beating the previous best 
of four successive years which 
be holds jointly with Rsler Oost- 
erhuis, who had his four wins 
from 1971 to 1974 when foe 
competition was not so fierce. 
• Britain’s US Open champi- 
on, Alison Nicholas, continues 
her quest for the European No 
1 ranking in foe Italian Open 
which begins at n PicdoJo, 
Sicily, today. If she can take the 
American Express Tbur merit 
title she would become foe 
first European woman to finish 
as No 1 and win the US Open 
in the same year. 


SherreU, the Italian champions 1 
top scorer in this season’s tour- 
nament with 31 points, suffered 
rib damage in last weekend's 
52-6 victory over Caledonia. 

The former Australia coach 
Greg Smith says his preferred 
□ext move would be a club po- 
sition in England. 

“I think England would be 
the place for me because, with 
any of the European dubs, 
communication might be too 
difficult.” Smith said. 

SNOOKER 

Davis rues 
his missed 
opportunity 

Steve Davis lost another chance 
to add the Regal Masters to the 
long list of titles he has won 
when he was beaten 54 by Ntgd 
Bond at Motherwell yesterday. 

The 40-year-old wasted sev- 
eral opportunities in the de- 
ciding frame after clawing his 
way back to 44 having been 
3-J and 4-2 down. 

Bond, playing with a new tip 
on his cue, started confidently 
with breaks of 39, 63 and 55, al- 
lowing Davis only 13 points in 
three of the first four frames. 

But after the intervaL 
Davis’s run of 86 - foe highest 
erf the match - reduced his 
deficit to one frame only for 
Bond to extend his lead a g a in 
with a 42 break. 

Davis kept Bond in his seat 
for most of the next two frames 
to set up the decider which last- 
ed 30 minutes and Bond's 
break of 21, including the last 
three reds, proved enough. 

“I don’t give a monkey’s 
about my form as long as I’m 
winning. I misjudged one shot 
early in the moth frame and it 
killed me,” said Davis, the six- 
times world champion, follow-, 
ing his first-round exit. 

Bond’s reward for defeating 
the 1991 runner-up is a quar- 
ter-final against world cham- 
pion Ken Doherty tomorrow. 

FIXTURES 
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BRIGHTON 

2-20: 1. PRIVATE SEAL (A Cter*) 7-4 
*K £ WBh Money Tl-4;3. Glass River 
t«7 ran. Vs. 37- (G L MooreY Tot* £tB0 
g Z Oq gflO Dual Forecjst E2BQ Corraxjlw 
Stnm/Tt Forecast C5B& No btf faTtta 


At Mfcl/mUTH TELLER (RHrancW 5-1; 

■ W Oounwri IM; 3. Beware 4-5 few. 4 ran. 
. 2 nk. (H Hamoni. Tate: £570 OF: C179Q 

C8F: SS2DA NR: Unwenal Lady 
125: 1. FORUM (M RtfMrts) 3-1; 2. 
Readout Quest ia* tor, a. Patmatto Buy 
&ZJtiwn.ZS/>. (C Brittain}. TbtK £310. 
EiaarUQ E2« . DF; E250L CSF; &3BL 
3J& 1. BE THUE (P Doe) 4-1 ; 2, Drill 
•B-1.-3. EHvoy Udy &t 11 ran. 3-1 taw 
Eb Go (flhj. H Z tG L Moore). Tbte: £530; 
E120,«Ba£290 DF :£Sa?Q CSF . E643& 
Thcw t C3SS1L Tno; E7540 

4^ 1. HARLEQUIN WALK (S Sanders) 
fl-a 2. Korea Bsy 7-2 tor; 3. Roman Reel 
7-1 17 ran. 3 /z. 3V. (R OStttvan). Tote: 
5Xe0; £l30. £130 £21ft E3BQ DF: £a20 
CSF: £2343 Tricast £13621 Tno: £«9Q 
4SS: 1. MATOAKA (C Rutter) TMOfav; 
2KtB5-1;3.0rtefiiwi3-a7»mL Vh. 
(VSOM IrtK (m ESSO DF: £391 

CSF:£f&. 

126: 1. EASY SONG (S Sanders) 
Ewuxte 2-Tbugh Art &4. 3, Bedouin 
Hoods T« S ran. 12 6 (R Oaten. ) TWe: 

■ £a*LEttlE«L0F:ei3aCSF.£2« 
Qaftdpat £600. Ptecepot DB450 
Ptae* 6S ET017E Ptara 5: £7843 

A NEWCASTLE 

' ^.iob 1. KAHTAN (R FHs) 1-4 lair. 2. 
BombssttcS-2; a. Roys! Shock «*i Bran. 
Ml a U Du**t AfinteD Mr £150: cux* 
tlBQ £220. DF: ElBtt CSF: E1B6 
2Mk 1. SHAMWAfV SONG <J CreroSJ 
9-Z Z. fkw PrideC-l: 1 Premium 
Quasi 2 tyy it ran. 4-1 tof HeatfryaTOs 
Shafc Hd. IV*. U &om. Woriw*) 

TWK £520; £tsa £26a «3sa OF: £5220 
CSF: £5353 NR. PfKtvmik Wo: £15640 
-{urtwmRrai ol £18070 earned toward 

to Nawmwfcat AAS today 

It 5:1. TOMMY TORTOISE (K FaftJrtf 
2-1 tmr, Z. ft* Frtrem 3-1; 3. Lighten Up 
tt-i 11 ran. Hd, i*. (Miss Gay Ksaeway 
H2Q, £140. Elia 


— C2.70; £120, 

OF: £730. CSF: £868 TMcast CTiaa AR. 
Mma Amandad ftwir No SArteag |7/l) 
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■' plea to Bored Prices arty deduction WP 
bfcptml After a stwraidS 1 
Mend ncond ptarings were reyeraad. 
tto; E567U 

3*fc 1. XYLEM (Mr C Baraon) B-1; 2, 
- fltniis tniWr-v 12-1:3. CMnourS-: 4 
D tohwootfSwi BP-t 16 ran. 3-1 lavEuo 
A u M a ■*. '/i. (LCumani NewmatWWK 
flBv wuf^ rasp. £206 £560. OF: £454Q 
uBFHCKK Wcast £78741 AHbt a JdWJ“ 
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a n can claim the Middle ground 


.jWiliiamBleatironled. 

■'■■'Sfffcr foUow - ^ s 

• : . ™4 e . sbDu t sponsorship in rac. 

'■*«" P«t coupled 

. .. tote. Might give the hi 
jwesson that commercially dri- 
: . ^ pibwaon of prize-money 
; “ Jjnodem phenomeooa 

. Bat not so. The Middle Park 
Stakfisrto be contested this af- 
at Newmarket for the 

' '£2J2£M!f“«» is 


ui ccutr woo 

g*we the then huge sum of 
£1^)00 towards theffirst three 

nmnings of the six-fiiriong race 

ia order to publicise the wares 
■ &pm his Middle Park Stud. 


hadi^t aY °^ ema ^ 

h™:!| ®°*jns h ,n g haberdashery 
business ,n London and his al- 

bun^ WaS not hmited to 

became the most im- 
portant two-year-old lest of 
,r ear ' wilh its winner gen- 
made winter favourive for 
the Q assies. 

Bui the eventual develop- 
numerous other 
rfluable end-of-season targets 
tor juvenile colts has meant 

?* C L*T ralio ™ have, like 
Middle Park Stud itself (it now 
, otderueath the souih-east 
London suburb of Eitham), 
disappeared. 


The last Middle Park Stakes 
winner to go on lo Epsom glo- 
ry wus Bah ram in 1933. And in 
post-war years only six 24XW 
Guineas winners have emerged 
from the roll of honour, with de- 

RiCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: FiRal 
(Newmarket 130) 

NB: Ivory's Joy 
(Newmarket 2.05) 

creasing frequency: Nearula 
(1952). Our Babu (1954), Right 
Tack (1968), Brigadier Gerard 
(1970), Known Fact ( 1979) and 
Rodrigo de Hiano ( 1991 ). And 
it Is 15 yeais since a Middle park 


winner- Diesis- lopped the two- 
year-old cults' clarifications. 

But if such a historic contest 
is no longer the prime target for 
the best potential milers or 
middle-distance horses, it can 
pinpoint high-class young 
sprinters, like Royal Applause, 
winner two years ago. 

This afternoon's contest, 
though, does not seem, ou pa- 
per at least, to be a vintage re- 
newal. If. as seems likely, the 
Gimcrack Slakes winner Car- 
rowkec! defects this morning 
because of the fast ground, 
the only previous pattern win- 
ner in the field will be Arkadi- 
an Hero, who scraped home in 


the Group 2 Mill Reef Stakes 
at Newbury 12 days ago. 

Arkadian Hero (3.10) was 
backed as if defeat was out of 
the question then but gave pun- 
icrs a fright as he became 
bogged down in the tacky 
ground. Today's going will suit 
his fluent action Tar better and 
the free-running son of Trem- 
polino and Frankie Deitori 
should be capable of ensuring 
another Group 1 trophy ends up 
on Michael Tabor's sideboard. 
Luca Cumani's siring are in 
rude health at present, which is 
more than can be said for their 
trainer, who was confined to bed 
with a virus yesterday. 


H YP E RION'S 
TV TIP S 

NEWMARKET 

f- 05 ; BUss 'Win ai 50- J the rime be- 
r™ fast mu proved Uiat nx no fluke 
ny Winning again nvo weeks ago. I( 
viould be dangerous lo ignore her 
claims again, particularly as she has 


a handy draw against the far rails. 
The one lo beat here, i hough, is ihe 
admirably lough IVORY’S TOWER. 
This filly won well at Newbury last 
lime out. despite losing ground 
when hampered ai ihc start Nndear 
Oebat# heads the morning belting 
lists but, recently, the Ramvlen 
stable bos not been in good form. 

COO 

135: BIN ROSIE is hard \o oppose 
in this event. She is a reliable mare 
who held Fatefully by four lengths 


at Newbury earlier this month. 
That victory confirmed her well- 
being and she should have too 
much pare for the three-year-olds 
InUkhab and Swiss Law. 

□CO 

3.10: ARKADIAN HERO is certain 
to star) a shorn -priced fas-ooritc 
tnu looks home and dry. Lost lime 
iiuuaiNewbuty.tiuscuItdidaoi im- 
press as much as in his previous m'c- 
tories. The sticky going at (he 
Berkshire course was responsible for 


that, and today's faster surface 
should see him hack to his best. 
□□□ 

i4tfc Tipsy Creek is difficult to weigh 
up in this sprint. He was comfort- 
ably held by DASHING BLUE at 
Newbury two weeks ago but thni was 
the Ben Hanhury nnmcr’s belated 
reuppeanmre and the ihrec-ycar-old 
could be a potent Urreai to the 
favourite. Having said that, Frankie 
Dettori’s mount is in great heart at 
present and is a worthy favourite. 


If there is to be a surprise il 
may eumc from Captain Tim, 
stuHematc of Tuesday's Clwve- 
luy Park winner Embassy and 
named for bis owner, 'Wafic 
Saids racing manager, Tim Bui- 
wer-Ixmg. This Fairy King colt, 
with only a second place in a 
maiden under his girth, is being 
thrown in at the deep end, but 
he has reportedly progressed 
nicely since following home De- 
terrent - a winner yesterday - 
at Nottingham two weeks ago. 

Another of Said’s playfully- 
named colls, Frankie Ferrari 
(after guess who), is expected 
to step up on his debut in the 
seven-furlong maiden, which 
also marks the first appearance 
of Regal Patriarch, young half- 
brother to Si Lcger hero, but 
unlikely Arc runner, Silver Pa- 
triarch. But Wandering Wolf 
(4.15), the mount of CHivier Ffcs- 
lier, may be worth a chance at 
the third lime of asking. 

In view of the original spon- 
sorship of the Middle Park 
Stakes, Europe's premier 
equine auction house, latter- 
sails, may be slightly peeved that 
none of the participants in to- 



Curnanc Trains Middle Park 
favoorft*. Arfcadan Hero 

day’s running is a graduate of 

its flagship yfizuimg dispersal* 
the Houghton Sale, which fin- 
ishes this evening. 

The Thoroughbred Corpo- 
ration, the high-rolling Amer- 
ican-based group of owners 
who currently back the Middle 
Park, laid out another 260,000 
guineas yesterday afternoon 
for a son of Zafonic, but that 

may be small beer against some 
of the profligacy expected in the 
Taaetsalls arena tonight, when 
among the bhie-blooded glossy 
darlings to be offered are a 
brother to Entrepreneur and a 
half-sister to Pilsudski. 


NEWMAR KET 


t -30 Water Flower 
2.05 Solo Spirit 
2.35 Bln Rosie (nb) 
3.10 Arkadian Hero 


HYPERION 

3.40 DASHING BLUE (nap) 
3.10 Wayne Lucas 
3.45 Anokato 


Brighton m wtacn Folklore managed nrvy FcJdcre had won from a good draw at 
Rpon previously and now metfs BBss on 9 Bj bettor tonus on 3 mat orthodox course 
Snowdon h a harty sort who taoefl a mat» task conceeng 4ti to Ftoise A Krtg X Yarmouth 
after Ns hart-langtfi Eteom win from rtgh Cany (same terms) tvorylt Joy has tw*» wron 
n soft ground - (to tataa n a nursery at Nowbuy with Easton Lyric £3b barter; beat- 
en under s length in taiFih Pievtouay fourth to Oss at Sondown. she meets tKe rival 
4fti better for |ust under four lengths Gipsy Moth would not seem good enough, a re- 
mark which etao apotos to Solo Spirit despite having shown some afiiity m maidens. 

Sotectfon. NUCLEAR DEBATE 


GOma- Straghr cowbo - Good: Remander - Good la firm 
STALLS-. Farads DRAW ADVANTAGE; Nona 

• «ght-hand couse with 1 m 2 » strait 

01 tawn <X1 A13CM. Bus ink from Cambridge and Newmarket rad 
Tattersate DO; Sver Rng £3 CAR PARK: Free. 

^ rs£5P^Sv^??! NERS: H CecB ^ 45 WTO 1 ® tam runnera ^ves a success rate ol^ air*; 

8 H®* » *»" «8 112T*); B Hanruw 23 frtm 330 <7%; 

• J^tNGJOOtEYS: 1 Dettori 51 wins from ^2 rides M5%V.MH1M8 37 from 2S1 COB%l; 
M RO^ » from 234 003%); j ReW 22 trom 2Z7 psiy. 

• FAVOURITES: 22 f wrs n 6Sf races (334%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hey il 

^ ( ^|^^^ O ^RWIh^re:BMMgn^andKie«nl i t45)havebeenSBntg26 nr| »MbylA9 


1.30 


PORT OF FELIXSTOWE CLAIMING STAKES (CUSS D) 
£5,000 added 1m 4f 


1 EOXC BREAK THE RULES (1 8) (B) (AA Bbodriodt Lkf) D Md«fc59 It -»_.-AIU Greens* 

2 KWW BELMAWTA (128) (G A Kfabbard) G Hibbetd 498 DffDonalu»5 

3 ZW434 AT UBBftY (4) (D) (Bruce Adsns) ft Karan 5 9 3 IknO'MlBIZ 

4 631-iD ONCE UOtS FOR LUCK (227) {C](l^ (May RBwfeyRadng; Me M Ravefey BD3 

scopp^a 

& 63331 ROYAL DWERSKJN (J861) (thpehad Green Fine Wf*«a) MFHpe 4 9 3-0 Pester 6 

6 D0331 QAUPItei QSZ) (□) (#) (lte FIBb Brewhl W MuEScn 4 9 S Jt Coctewe 10 

7 543621 S7ATAMCXP0|(tf)(MsMEStadaiDBHor3i9Sl r 0 uhn 7 B 

8 6222B txnGAieatsr(17)(I9(lteryM«toRto«IUsMfMey5»0^Cnlmte 

a 2540 SPARTAN ROYALE (11? fCTOtey) CBrftfflinSPQ KFU»14 

tO 000002 HLlAL (6) (tJ) Ofcs J Semfte) B Morisn 4 B 12 : HTsbUuBB 

11 S MAVALGA*® p9)(KlannlGBfnasP0ftn«sfip)SCWfeim4Sl2 .KOMqll 

P DBS M0MACt£(to)(Ctarv«mPai«crritolDMtoV33'D NQiyT 

5 00*503 GO HENCE (16) (Bf) (Peter Sente) W Jarvis3 fl 7 WRy»nJ 

W 00300 WATER FLOWER (22) (W J Groday) J Fanshaw 3 B 8 MH»9 

-lAriMtared- 

BETTBIG: 3-i Break The Rules. 4-1 Roytf ffiwteon, St Sariafncfi, 7-1 Newt G*roos. M Oncn 
Mora For Luck. NWer newer. ID-1 F7M, Go Hanca, 12-t Atlftirt)!, DteflarT* Fksf, 14-1 oflwt* 
W96. EvKtaice w Cbef 3 a 5 D Hamson 7-1 (D Stoortffl ttom (Ep 13 ran 
FORK GUIDE 

SPARTAN ROYALE returns ohm afour-tnonft rest He h» looked a bit dodgy since a 
fine debut second to Tanaaaa at Leroester n Ajrt but Ckvs Britteink horeae are going 
nrcety at present and Spartan Boyate the mount of Kteren FaHen trea a wfnwna chence 
it putting n el <n Royal Dhrerekm finished last term wtth a wn for John Dunlap, after 
which he flopped m two hurdas tor Martii Pipe. Thereto nothing wrong with the loefcey 
fxjofcng fOfvier fteekeri but he s retureigfitim a tenglfiy absence. ThefcmiorFteet'Bkted 
Brook The Rules has a lag weight to ovareome after flndrifltf® trip a shade too sharp 
when second to Fails OMonass « Ayt David Ntehote hod pievtouaty raced the ael*ig 
in some decant hancScaps and the ® at least an easier epenhg fcr the gelring Once 
Mora For Luck, a short-head second in tWs lost ytat tw a lengthy ebuence to wer- 
come thb »m vrirfeDurgoms RnrtwoJd seem to face a stern tes< at tfwuwgtiia Stele- 
jack, who goi up lo beat Ocean Park in a Fdkastom selur lost timet may find thte a Wt 
too tough fwhfcn Nava) Games ran a promiarig race on tito debut wfWa Water Rawer 
would nave a squeak on her best tomv Salectfon: SfltRWJ TOYALE 


T5f HEATH COURT HOTEL JOEL STAKES (USTED H PmI 
RACE) (CLASS A) £16,250 added 1m 

1 011462 RAtt0QZ(USA)p9HD)(HblSeteii)BHvbuy497 — WRpn3m 

S -222J1 lNTWHAB|USA}(27)|Q)|HEmfanAINUnuTi) DMoley39l — RHteSHS 

3 D6E11 BM ROSIE (12) (CO) (UW& Sad) D Lcdar 5 9 0 K Won 1 8 125 

4 -3M4 WSTAMMUTE (12) (D) [EdWBBBTBnlta*ne&Sn8qe)HHrireJwad48Q 

. T 0tdnn2r M 

5 -M01D SWISS UW(«fW(MAlounAIIft*to^JGcafcn3fin J.DMM4t» 

6 4)1402 POUSHIWTHU |iq)(E)lGAHmban5 Grtbtard * B9 Retd 6 101 

-firiBCiBred- 

BEntNG: M ten Rosie, 3-1 Swbs Lew, KKK30 laJfttiati, 7-1 Rsraoaz, 1Z-1 WrwtWfinua, 50-1 
PoOsh Rhythm. 

B96: teas 4 80 R Cochtme 71-2 (W tteggml ikaan (B) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

It looks close at tlte merits between 9wtaa Lew end bittkhafa. but they could snug 0a 
to contain BIN ROSE, who ran with a penalty when second to Decorated Hero in via 
Group Three l-kjrgeiibrd Stakes at Nawbuy. Unpenafised here and more of a hardened 
performer them dsys, Bki Rosie nuet take al the beating having overcome bad ground 
to beet FataUy a Newbury last time I Ice Swtss Law. a tghdjKaced colt formerly with 
Jmmy FtagarakJ and Sued bm Suroor. He weBtfvtmn out alter beating Omaha City in 
a handicap at Goodwood an Ms debut run lor John Goeden, but dial was at9 an nv 
prascive dtaptoy and Swiss Law is deftitety worth tilting with n Listed company. Swiss 
Law does need to improve, however, on h® early season hatf-tength win here from to- 
tikhakx who s now 41b batter oft hrtkhsto passed hfe Listed -race test at Epsom last morah, 
though the bios hvoMng Aknushtarak (second at Epaom and fifth in the Hungeriord) 
sugfloste &n (te» has Ws measure. Ramooz has it to do with twTto penalty -he head 
wto from Atotushtarek on the Jkiy course suggashrv he also tecee a stem tete conced- 
*w 7b to Bto ftata. We e l -A- M inutB Isrit up to thB grade, and the hendtoapper PtEah 
Rhythm has no chance. Selection: BIN ROSE 


FORM GUIDE 

DASHING BLUE, the Portland winner under 9st 130, looks good meeting HelleMteter 
(with on the untooued far side) on 9to better terms. He never quite got to afl-tn&way 
wmner Bierangperformance at Newbury a tortngta ago, but it stft Mtowe4« ms mterf 
rmpreaertont with the eery smart BoBn Joanne behind tan in fiUrtl Crolt Pool showed 
vast tnprovftment on recent efforts to f® fexrth at Nawbury. He won thb race lasjywr 
l beat Blue Iria), but the w9 not be easy under the 9b Group penalty and making t»an- 
tnq Blue 4 ft: worse Akreity ran bacty at Newbury and has now ten John Goaden, but 
Ttp«y Creak couMril be teritod with ha sevsmh place (three lengths behind Dashing 
Blue; on ha first run anca his syury and now with the best drew Bfcn Iris trotted up n a 
smafer race at Lacester test tuna and is preferred to Bolshoi and BtehopeCoiat jiriio 
wasn (good enough in toe grade at Doncaswt Selection: OASHWG BLUE 

EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS WESTLEY MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £9,000 added 2YO 7f 

0 AMBIGUOUS (ft) (AMLtoti Saofcd 6 U Hab| 0 Lo 0 « 1 0 G Carter 1 

COmOtSSEURBW (USA) (RE Stearin) POiftteMBmB a JMdS 

CROISt PERIMs P D Seeky) MTcny*ris90 Mb atom 15 

EMPIRE STATE (Mss D J UeraaQ M lwn*rs 9 0 M Henry (3) 13 

0 FRAMQER3fftARI(1 4) [Wtitc Sad) Dirtier 90 RCodmete 

MGHH00N(MsEHUtetoyl LCumani 90 R«endi(3)5 

HONEST BORDERS? (M^ A JdriEtine) JD**d 90 .TSpntott 

JOINT RESECT (USA) (tbMnsnAIUtidturQBHfe 90 il Hite IB 

WMVCTfSrTTnrresFWh^mJMBetgD M Mn 14 

0 MTTYEON (7) (H AWAame) K Ward 9 0 Hullo Dwyer 13 

322 QUET ASSURANCE (13) (BF) (tfekfcun AJ Uakkxre) EDutCpSQ - JtHBsil 


14.15 


RCSAL PATnARCH (fbfer S WMeti) J Outep 9 0 - 
WCH1JONO WLI- |3or!AI) Sifts 90 


— .K Onlay 21 
DHoAand7 

0 ROCXSO(JM)Sni9iatoShHByAmMh>)NCafegtoi9D aDuMeUS 

SWAN (USA) (GndotfeiJSaeedbOiStfoorSO LDeftodlO 

TOP GEAR (Lten Stwidn^ P HovJng 9 0 H Roberta 2D 

04 WANOBVNG WOLF (11) (Luawaii ati) R Hamm 90 0 Plain 2 

HWtTCUflCASfitaThomiflhDraJCOcporafcriHCeciSO KFUorr17 

WHITE SCSSOTS (USA) (Lucono Gaud) HCkd SO W Ryan 9 


M0ND9CHBN (Bnrry AretafflOn) J Dntep 8 8 . 

0 NORTHERN LAS3 (23) (Mrc Brian Grlcei M Ton^Wns 6 9 


Z0BAUA (Stakh Ahmed AI Nbkkum M Jarvis 89. 

~ 22 dadand- 


Tturna 

.DBtgga 4 

S Sanders 22 


3.10 


THOROUGHBRED CORPORATION MIDDLE 
PARK STAKES (GROUP 1) (CLASS A) £60,000 
added 2YO€f 


C4 


5 fh ARKADIAN HB® tt 2 | A HsJUagnnjL Oman 8 It — 4.D«Bnti2 120 

6521 BBfSHA SWING (40) (D)|Mdaaft% 3 cod|R Hamm Sit OmlTNitilS S3 

Z CAPTAIN TtM(r7) (HHc Sard) D Lodsr 9 T1 KWoni - 


O Kc l BAILEYS HORSE FEEDS NURSERY HANDICAP 
* <uo l (CLASS C) £10,000 added 2YO 5f 


TBSE SHAHP0N(T4) (D)|ty9FtorphrWSrMP W6alt9 7. 


MINUS 
GterflWrlll JK< 

in. 1^1 1—# «~r- • — — • ■ ■-■ — - - -■— * 1 " ■ " 

C3JOD H^VENTHDUKE (D) (LucayanSt^ Rti«xji95 .0 Prater 7 95 

aoten FOLKLORE (29) (D) (BF) (She*hUDhammed|Dl«tor94 L Dettori 8 99 

0223 NUCLEAR DSATE (USA) (40) URQmH) Mm Jftensfcn 90 JRrtmeSaO 

B 3 C 2 HIGH CARRY (16) (Q) (Corttas FwmoOOns Ul) N TrUx B 12 C (totter 0) 10 0« 

ooitns GIPSY MOTH tiB) (O) (BF) K J Crnnge) B MeOran 8 11 KUnteySflB 

404 SOUtSPliVT ( 22 ) (MsIHarnpacri) J JenkintBS JFGgw4B1 

403404 EASIBRN LYPfC (12) (D) (R Ueredlh) J Bray 80 N Aden* BBS 

1200 WORTS JOY (12) (0) £C1 T Miy) K tog 7 -■»* Degri W 

320 WQSUMMER WGKT (2Z) (G fteverdSpnk) R terai/ 32 RF&WKh(3)2 109 

areon BUSS PS (D) (WA (•bmwWlten) tea P DuSeid 7 H — — J Oaten 12 » 

302441 HHSKTY SURE (fl) TO (C J fWadlrt C EBFrt®i 7 D (Rto RtManfliaB 

- 12 doGtared - - 

ISrtrnwTiweWr. Tai®- ^ ^ 

HCTraasiltacto Dateta. 6-1 MMore. 1 M hwy% Jojt M Hta, 1 « 8 wbi»m.M M gb 
Uduw SpW, 10-1 Bevaath Duke, 1V1 Gypsy Noth, 12-1 Soto SpM, 144 whore 
B 8 G- l*itetvdi 292Q FbuknerB M(MBrt) *wrtv09rsn • 

FORM GIHOE 

NUCLEAR DEBATE te not *nt drawn h three but hto reasery often on the Summer cause 
^whanihWto£»»««tToo and HatoiiNwrawwvetyorKSteWaTIrapNr got Bret nm 
OTtan and Nuclear D*a» b just as good te this mHmwn tnp Judged on hta ^second to 
Monte Umos at WWteor - a race that hae ttrom up plenty of etere«M«wteneia Mi- 
tom nas also been ^ S 

aSEBM^SfiSSsasa'SSiSSiSS 

If* ** 


VP* CARROWKffl.(2Ci (D) (She** town AJHa«0Uri)BHte811 HHReBMB 

023 caTPmffiANTpf)(Bl)(FWySta(yPHMnhtilRAIahnt8'n . ..TOutenS 0$ 

33 DEKUBI (USA) (14) (BF) (StuMi tAahenrrwd) J Gosdsi 8 n OPesierT 04 

3C3 HAYIL (USA) (19) (D) (Hanrian AJ Mektwn) D Matey 8 11 RtflMSIW 

2f WCTORYNOIE (7SJ (DJ (J »tegter*RSa«sa) PChappWfiemB R -JReld U17 
-JdKtered- 

BETTING: &4 Arfdten Hera 5-2 Ylctoiy Note, 6-1 CwroalnwL H HeyB, 10-1 Dteg ntc 12-1 Be- 
mriw Swing, Captain TVn, 25-1 Cetoc Paonue 
V3&. Btiwnan Bomty 2 8 1! L Dettori 7-4 to (D Lode] drawn (2) If ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Thosa who saw Land Of Dreams ptog horns In the Ftytog Ch&tos wB look no further 
then ARKAOtAN HERO, who rafifled a decent time when beating that Wy te Ffipon to 
August A hard race In testing giaund came rwrttor ArVadan Haro tn the MB Reef Stakes 
at Newbury end iha hope te hone exerttonB |ust 12 days ago have not left Its mark. Hey- 
9 to tvs frst-ttna btenters otxdd strateft the favourite. Ties Dayjur ooft tea bags of pace 
and K was good to see the cod he bate N Newmnrtet (toebantl) Irof up al Goodwcod 
on tee retren. Victory Note etiendad the atabteS unbeaten record in the ffcoa Brad Btakaa 
al Newbury with a nk» win from MugeBo He was to fiont of Aritadten Hero when both 
made ftwir debut Defend Crtegsteef at Newmeriret. though Luca Cumente charge hna coma 
m « tomb m» than Ber&eiia Soring noUdrri ba out of ft on the book after rurnrig 
Artrettan Hero to e tength-and-egueriv ti Goodwood in June He held off the smart B- 
ty fchtayaar (winner alnOB) at Newmarttet attenearda and Richard Hannon is wpeeitog a 
bold bid from the improving son of Nght SftfL Carrowfceet fe best drawn and hob baeft 
to the Gimcrack trip (peat the talented BoU Fact! after being ewiteried when live lengths 
behnd Daggers Drown in the Cham pa gne Stakes (7f) at Doncaster. Oterier PesBar ndea 
D ee t gner with FrenMeDeHnn on Adatoan Hwa The Danzjg cotta better than his Ytemouth 
dateet suggests and a decent sort in ■ftmertsk beat htoi on tw debut to Goodwood. Cep* 
(ato Tin nuti be doontt to be n the race but a eaoond to Dewrent (uranpresnve yes- 
tordatf it Nottingham lanes fim with plenty to find and Caflto Pageant Just looks ouUasBed. 

Selection: ARKADIAN HERO 


BETTWS: 1M OuM Auunnce, M Wteyne UrtaA »«. w Coaminwr Bey. im Joint 

BageM, 11-1 WmdBringWoH. IM Wjih Not*. Ragai Prirfarch. 19-1 White Scissors, 20-1 others 
«» Masrtiear (USA) 29 0 R Wi B-1 (S t* Huron) drawn (7) V ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Newcomers were first and second n the last year and the same stables are tovofved 
here with StNAN and UMayne Udraa taktog on the expertanoed Ouiet Anurartea. Sran 
is the sfi/Sar ftud and this son of Mr ProspBctor from a weB-retteed unraoed mare could 
be the aravrer over Henry Ceeft tf^no Ureas, a Donft Fotget Me out of a half-aster to 
the usefil Lord Florey. Quiet Assurance hae cracking form with seconds to Bahr and the 

weB-regardad newcomer Duck Row; but he may have missed Ihe boat Comotesaifl' Bay 
is a Noreyevfrom the fanSy at Law Society Horan toarpeoaOtofigwoonbadebut. 
but Frankie Ferrari was beaten too far at Newbury tn be considered. Joint Regent's 
hatt-slster Snow Forest was a tour-tength wstoar on her debut (71) tor John Gosden tw 
years aga John DwitopU % Mondschein coufcl be decant on breeting being a Rato- 
bow Quest out of a more who won over this tnp at two, end is preferred to the stebte's 
S^ver Patriarch haif-trdher, Ragal Patriarch. Wenderinfl WoH fakes a 3twp rise to tr^a 
after two runs over the rrsrunum and hta ake was a sprinter. Se le ct ion: 9NAN 


4.45 


F1TZW1LUAM HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 added 3YO 


3.40 


C4 


at Sandom again has the best d the draw tods» She also won the nursery at 


JRA NAKAYAMAROUS STAKES (USTED RACE) 

(CLASS A) £16,250 added 5f 

1 OQDOM CROFT POOL (14) (CO) (CourtrytedBCtesacs United) JGowr 697 .G Cater 3 116 

2 WXHO ALMATY tl 4) (□) 0*8 H Levy) WlAir 491 JRtid71f8 

3 133231 BtfflOPS COURT (22) (D) (D H BrcOwton) Us Jftansden3B C. J Fortune 6 118 

4 005400 BOLSHOf{22}(D)(Ms0adBiOMi)JBany5B 6 EnmOGorew 4 SM 7 

5 2B3B DASHING SUE M(D) Ducan Atan) I Bafctep 4 012 LIMkriS 135 

6 040005 HELLO ICSTER (4) (D) (Britn WbEn] T Pawl G 8 12 PMcdtellOf 

7 IBM TB^SY CREEK. (USA) (14) (D) (Hentian At IfeMouri) B Kabuy 3 0 12.. JR HUi 0 12? 

8 -35001 &UEBBS(23)(D) [U A Jarvis) MJarv*487 MRobMa5116 

-edocisrad- 

BETTING: 0-4 DasMap Baft 5-1 Btritips Court, 13-8 Blue bta, 7-1 7tpq> Craak, 9-1 Almaty 10-1 
Cleft P 00 L BotehoL 20-1 HoBotSteK, 

■096: ObiH Bad 5 B B G Carter 4-1 (J Oarer) daw (5) 6 ran 


5f Penalty Value £4)854 

434C2 EHAISTAYHOiy p<9 (D) [JBB Lean lti)GL MooeS 7 Lowfirer (5) 4 

0032 DOMINANT AIR (Id) (p) (Noi Qrei^ Sr M Preccotl 9 6 GMSoMS 

00021 HRSTPRMCPLE (SheAhRstiW fate Ahmed AIMbels)C1Mft 96 - S Smites 7 

-5320 SAUYGra»(7tl)TO(BR(KY5ttrtWB)ClW94 ...BMteM 

0-640 EUROUMCPfWR£W(Euol*Qcv^LQmBfli92 LDteterill 

143002 CAITONWfbnSJtotoThonB^SGCirgjflO RFtitani2 

450100 BRAMBLE BEAR (19) W (tea MHI&VhsH Chtoo) UBtanstalttBB JRsMS 

B00400 DWH36AlflJtlULEC10)(D) (M Jcbreon) RHoinBhefld85 F Lynch 1 

040000 ANOKATO «(p)(KT hoy) K tray B3 IterthDwywISB 

OOfff PAS8IONArn(5)(AEI*JsqSa*i^0S(7»S() rwtaresw 

440300 tCEAaE(1<D(D)(ftteOater)HtWams7C NCte»«te3B 

4QG06 STDRYTOLBI W |0) (Pal (Seen) Nto J Ramsdoi 7 12 RFftsadiWaV 

OOE01 KflAM p^(0)0*sCACterVp) t*sPDuttt*J7 O -.JQuhnB 

0«JOO LOGAtftEA (50) (Mis P A Lrtcn) W MUscn 7 6 DUShmlB 

23630 CtXiHSE PRINCESS (17) (D)tCofegeFmnT1oo^teKfc)SC1Mtere 7 tJ 

...DW3te0»(7)13 

B 34C500 7WKeraSW^(35)W(aassc1tet^JB^ JPowtefi) S 

-ISdsdaml- 

l*nmun mogtt: 7sJ TOtfa. True tarxfcap weight Logarina 7a 5*. CoSege Pmcosr. 7* 4& rnteTs 
SUprfSSBEt J3fa 

BETTWG: M Stoteteyholy, 5-1 DoretmitAJr, 8-1 CWte 1*3 SttyWA-; &■! S*By Gruen, 10-1 
FtestWwip3te,am«t* Brat 12-1 EuroWiPnttte 14-1 Anoksto^Paitionafi, lee AoA iB-1 Logarafe 

20-1 ottan 

«9& Swyrttart Dream 3 9 6 L Qsttrti 7-2 U Wtericy) dram B 15 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

RUST PRINCIPLE, a rrvjteen wtmw n &xxt style re Bath List month, prwnsas £0 tev 
prove finbof ana toota the stable px* over SaBy Grosn [unraced stnea mti-jjy). Dom- 
toant Air. we» drewn at Kempton <EH) when cau^n t^i DWtocave Dream, is a danger hamg 
won owr ttes trip a Bath in Jdy The constetent stratateyhofy hu a fine chance after 
hs latest second to the older Just Bob at Doncaster where Storytoflar had a bad rw 
and now 6Jb belter oft With Ftoyston FfTwich twotod. Storyteler wn«d haw been the 
(took* with a htowr draft Best drawn Is Logantoa, who has dteplayed wroebatywhie 
Cwtton ran wel to defesa at Chester lost week. SetedJbn: FUST PRNClPi-E 


HF. RE FORD 


235 


HYPERION 
1 45 lam us 2^0 Man Mood 2.55 Amltge 
van Bamapour 4.00 Gower Slave 4^5 Slcarian 


YARSOP JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 3YO 2m It 

1 11 AMTFGE pR) (38) (0) M Pipe 11 7 APUcCoj 

2 U DOLCE 1flTA(FZ3)N Unfed V 7 RDuranody 

3 MteSTHI STM (PS) JSpeamg 137 RJohmcn 

4 RnSI5tDECBa.(F40) JSMxretl7 WUcSnted 

-4dsdmd- 

BETrWG: 1-5 Antiae, B-1 La Dolce Ifite, 10-1 Wmlar Stm 10-1 Riw- 
•kteGM. 


one use away. 

SSSESSS 

?^^^ 0 f 7 S%;CLtewte , yn 20 &aTi^^*)-BDunwocxi y 

m SKwffr®: EB WTO 488 races fB3») 

855BeD FIRST TIME: None. - 

TARRINGTON novice hurdle 
— , (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m H 

■ S 5 SSa?S!S=SSS. 

ZATDPSt m p "rS 

M0- EMUSJ (203) WJerio rJJS 

SlflB (W) D Whotoi < « 

^ jSAYPAMCffltl tH^ y 4102 XQn tito(5) 

. . 3.1 Exalted. 6-1 DrafcssMilfe 7-1 AtanbteWL 


vojuk WCBmdos6120 — SHdW 

3f *ff SO hah.(USA)WJ* 1 8 «^ 1 z — — JCAX* 

, -22 Mfttaiolii APVtCor 

gg SSff(W)lA 0 Ym(CD|Ji 


3.30 


BROMYARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2 m 3f 110yds 

1 43PS21 BAMAPOUR (11) WMPpo? 20 APMeC^B 

2 MW TALK SACK (FS^ GLsubSH 4 CUmeByn 

3 6PC8- ROYAL CRCUS (FSB) (D) PUstifi V0 — EHmb nd(3) 

-adectaed- 

UotaUVWSvftC Iftst hvoturxtcspwBigtt Hofei C&u&Hurttx 

BETTBB: W BaraptA 6-1 Royil Chens, H TWtBsdL 


4.00 


HOLE in the wall novice CHASE 

(CLASS E) £4,200 added 3m if 110yds 


J XDftl FBBWNWEW(ri9(aDJKBsMy7T13. 


JfcRteUsyp) 

F&mJ BeJWRCItemfiD*-, .CUMR*»n 

W232 C0MBAHCHEWEa«Uf\»7DU_.AP McCoy B 

-22323 J0W ROGER (IT) H Items ABB SOiflR 

VR 3 KIWjOQH GALE ( 10 ) Mrs 14 &*tt 9 13 U — R Johnson 8 

535-23 GMBWUWE(t7)FBoe«5B7 JIWBaniSR 

-fidHiRd* 


4.35 


B£rjTNE'ff-9CttiBranchel>«d^MPerfteiYte^4-i Coma^Ksve, 

7-1 ffig Jm>1 JCtelogbGtifcliM JobnRqgK 

ABERGAVENNY NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDUE (CLASS F) £2,800 added 2m 
3f 110yds 

i «UW SMWYPEmaC^CH»n512fl JlbBMfl) 

a -4W6 HONEYMl^WPIWMSlittWf^e^ 

3 aw acAfflAH<afl)*te»JBw5fi0----- -D 8 »™ 

.# S80> HAGAMWFpo^PHr*bs61l 8 .HarnteXtiy 

33 &S IMEfflBlIKpajJIWiSllfi RBdbtty 


WMcFteteto 

-R»Wfe 


5 rooni CRD0KH1 COHN®. (517) GFBiDh HID. 


lumiwn. . ... J, 


RRnsft 

7 n?p. PRUSSIAN E«QI£pDa) KBafey 5 «0 MWBsason 

e GUtWrSCTLpaiFJtidanSOO ASuppIl 

-Bdechrad- 

fsrassSwft 


TAUNTON 


3.20 


HYPERION 

2.15 NoWely 2.45 Dolce Node 3.20 Fenwick 
3-50 Almapa 4.25 Indian Isifrle 4.55 Berylfium 


GOING: Fton. 

• Fagta-hand courea. Ruv4n of ttOyds. 

•Course teS oftown on B3f7Q ‘feunton station an ADUSSKW: 
Mambere £fl ; fetteraafe £S; Siter Rng £S CAR mne- Ftee park- 
ing auaftriria 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 31 wirnerslrom S7 nrnnere ( 

B success ratio oresK; P Hobbs 21 tan 88 C239%); R r 
fl from 07 (85%); P KduBft 7 ffom » (95%) 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: M A Ftagerald 10 wins tram 73 rstesgve 
a succase redo of GT*; B Powell 7 tan 107 (B5K): G Supple 5 
tan 17 (2ft4»); A Maguire 4 tan Si {«%). 

• FAVOURITES: *2 wtos In 360 recto (387%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nona 


2.15 


SHOREDITCH SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2^75 added 2m If 
aree «mK(USA)(i7)(D)UPtie6ii e_^.GSupptep) a 

00W LfniE HOOLIGAN (fOJCTSKrttft 6 -ns 


BARCLAYS BANK HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) SSJOOO added 2m 3f 

1 50U6P- BORO VACATION (1«) P Nctafe 8 fi 0 TJIIwphy 

2 90.120 PflfflOGSnffi ( 10 ) OL Moore T tin DGtagfwB 

3 P1FP1- N0RTHBWS«aSl(182)raRH«(gM7B7.^^ 

4 32-334 j=BJW1CK(3) (CD) R Hodgeo ti ti fl JHerri»(7) 

5 to -536 CASTLECONtfBI (10) (D) R ftosi B ti 0 

HrAHatowarthB 

6 14M« aABISH(S)CT(BF)BSerfrenB»0 GSuppfeffi 

-Bdcdanti- _ 

MMnun wi^a: iOa True tanrftao wight Fenrai SM i2», (taffieon- 

nerSst TfJh GabuhSa iSto. 

BETTWG: S-l PreragaBra, 7-4 Northern Stogra Wt Fararieto 5-1 Bore 
•catai, GfliJish, 8-1 Crafiacorem 


SUMMERFIELD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m If 

1 awtTDSSfflp4)(at)MPPB4nio- swiw»b 

2 4SPB0f 5F0BT Iff FOOLS (118) (0) S Gcte B titi- —- 

3 mw> COURWatB nfifflTpBi W PH^wad B * 8 -— 

... — — -B rtaon 

4 3U4P1 ALUAPA WCT RHodg6s5ti8(7w| .TOasca«bf(3) 
-<deetarad- 


3.50 


P# ABBAL VEW (80) WG M Tuners BO J Power (7) 

D«> BOaOA BW r: <i) J UfcQrrodfe 5 C XL. S Wynne 

11MW MOBlHY(USA)(0T)(qD)nAlrert>«G 

,.N«lkr*tik»(7) 


UAfihgwefeV BETTB4SMCoirtto4SW;7'lA&aapt, 3-5 CtteafleousKnigfit, 12-1 Sport 


Of Foote. 


3 K0RTHEPN DRUMS (10) N Bsbbegjitill BFMoa 

ASTROJtJY(p84JGfbni51J7. SBurnte^l 

56C&5 COOCHEptypD) RBater8C7— . VSatwyB 

MW5 G»»f&6ffiL(29NA|«fe5V7 QqrLMft Ip) 

P- THEHJWGFTDDlEflS^ S0dB£D7, 

.HrAHobteMMti 


jj o cl TAUNTON NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 

4-aR> ass P) £3-500 added 2m 3f 


•iOdMMnd> 

BETTW& IM MMttiL«ltontamOnwteM WtWmlMlJMeHooO- 
gm, S-1 Coocfiia, 1C-1 Grtfti's Girl, 20-f Aedei V^tt, Benicia Bq), A* 
(rpjb)i&tTiteFI)mgFMdte. 


2.45 


MfNEHEAD MAIDEN HURDLE (NOR- 
MAN READING MEMORIAL TROPHY) 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 PC'S CRUISER (ra)D Tuner Bfl 5. .RGrecn 

2 040- S£EPn06PSaTY(l5D)VfesSWetetrai5Ti5 

MYWWngtoop) 

3 0 GENERAL GLOW PS)P£WTO< fi 4 — MAFtogartidV 

4 AJFW- O0LC£«7nS(283)UPtie71ID CHufe 

-4d0Ctead> 

BrTTlM^B-11D0l»Nr<t%7-2G«0«ti(^M^CnriMC,8-1 Su 
Pwaterty. 


(CLASS F) £3,500 added 2m 3f 

1 LW5SJ2 PAIR OF JACKS fflP Hottt 7 ICC flUmwy 

2 

3 64344 MWw'7a«fWKB*ep6107 -G&fffeg) 

4 0QDH2 GANTSWf5}JM&afe)r51Qa 

5 P546ff> iSraOllT) R&Xk»r5ti2 — BPotal 

-Sdectenti- 

BETTB4G: IM todten TOTpN. M Wr Of Acte. 7^ Alpta Mbt. 5-1 
Curt Say. 14-1 Htmaro. 

ORCHARD PORTMAN JUVENILE 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 
added 3Y0 2m If 

1 A88EY THEATRE (F5B) MSebnan CIO PHotfey 

2 ffiRYUlUM(WMPi»1H» CMtetiB 

3 2 PftAWE MMSTREL (USA) (18) R DiCkto ti ti ^ J Cdoty 

4 6 T0PSHBF(1flPBaBnO5 WWbrthtogton 

-Ariadsnri- 

SOT7NG. - 4-7 Beryttum, W Prteri* Htostre), 9-1 Top Sheri, 35-1 Abbey 
Theatre, 


4.55 


i RUGBY LEAGUE 

i Britain lose 
; three for 
i Test series 


; Great Britain suffered a major 

; blow yesterday when three of 
) their leadiog players were ruled 
; out of the Test series against 
I Australia. 

The Australian Rugby 
j League has turned down a re* 

; quest to release Jason Robin- 
j sou and Gary Connolly from 
\ their contracts in order to play 
i for their country in the series 
: next month. An ARL spoltes- 
man said: “H was felt inappro- 
j priate to allow the ARL 
i contracted players to play 
: agaujst a team which refuses the 
j claims of the ARL or its con- 
i traded players in Austral ia- r 

lb make matters worse, 
j their Wigan team-mate, Tbny 
; Smith, has not only been ruled 
: out of his club's World Club 

- Championship lie against 
I Hunter Mariners tomorrow - 
: a game Connolly will also miss 
: - but also out of the Tests. He 
! needs an operation on a knee 
. injury. 

As Shaun Edwards’ move to 
: Bradford was confirmed, Lon- 
: don Broncos were putting their 

- faith in a raw recruit as his re- 
: placement at scrum-half against 
. Cronulla on Sunday. Giles 
: Thomas, a 20-year-old from 

• Worcester who was discovered 
playing rugby union sevens for 

j Bromsgrove, will make his full 
. debut in the WCC quarter- 
i final. 

“I've a lot of faith in him,'’ 

1 the London coach, Tony Cur- 
; rie, said. “He has played con- 
[ sistently well in the reserve 
: team. He's a tremendously 
j lough kid.” Thomas’s job is 
; made slightly less daunting by 
; the absence of the Australian 
: Test scrum-half, Paul Green, 
with a cracked sternum. 

Edwards’s predicted move 
j to Bradford went through yes- 
I terday, with the Bulls paying 
; London around £40,000 after 
j the player agreed a two-year 
; contract “I wanted to come 
i back north and, when the 
: champions come in foryou, you 
1 take it as a complimenC he 
: said. He is having a knee op- 
■ eration today but is confident 
; of passing the medical that 
will finalise the deal. Like 
. Smith, though, he is out of the 
! Tesls. 

Cubs last night voted to ac- 
i cepl the key proposals of the 
: League's technical director, 

• Joe Lydon, including reducing 
: overseas quotas and imposing 
1 a limit of 25 full-time profes- 
i sionals. 

- Dove Hadfield 


CRIC KET 

Top job for 
Cumbes 


Lancashire yesterday named 
Jim Cumbes as their new chief 
executive, taking over from 
John Bower, who left Old Traf- 
ford suddenly six weeks ago. 

Cumbes, who had two spells 
with Lancashire as a player, 
also played football, and after 
helping Worcestershire to win 
the 1974 championship was 
Aston Villa’s goalkeeper in 
their 1975 League Cup win. 

He went on to become com- 
mercial manager with War- 
wickshire and Lancashire’s first 
marketing manager in 1987. In 
the Iasi decade be helped lo in- 
crease turnover to £5J5m. 

The former England oH- 
spinner John Emburey has re- 
tired from all senior cricket. 
Emburey, 45, withdrew from die 
first-classgame in June, but stiD 
appeared for Northampton- 
shire in limited-ovens matches. 
He will now concentrate on 
coaching at Wantage Road. 

Emburey will assistant 
coach on England's tour to 
the West Indies this winter. 

0 Sussex have made their for- 
mer batsman Neil Lenham 
their new marketing manager. 
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One of my acquaintances confined himself hilariously, to unintelligible grunts and gestures 


Itwasallveiywe/l for people to go 

on about the important part Seve- •* 
riano Ballesteros played without 
striking a ball for Europe in the 
Ryder Cup, but an irritating feature 
of sport today is the extent to 
which advisers are permitted to 
intrude on the action. 

The impression grows that if 
some football coaches had then way 
playere would be wired up to receive 

information. I can think of some 
whose eyes would light up if the 
facility were made available to them. 

In fact Arsenal experimented 
with this marry years ago at their 
training ground. The Welsh in- 
ternational Mel Charles, the 
younger brother of John Charles, 
found the experience utterly baf- 


fling. After 10 minutes Charles, an 
instinctive player, tore out his ear- 
piece and stamped on it- “Fm so 
fucking confused," he said, "that I 
don’t even know which way I'm sup- 
posed to be kic king. " 

One of the reasons why football 
has become so fashionable is 
because spectators can be zany 
and creative in their enthusiasm. 
Unfortunately for coaches when 
their teams have not been winning 
enough, which usually is the case, 
the crowd can get sullen and muti- 
nous. In his efforts to avoid this, the 
coach advises against spontaneity. 

The immediate visible result is 
that coaches come more and more 
into the picture, often exhibiting 
quite violent excitement. Such 


behaviour figures so often in the tele- 
vising of football that a monthly 

awarri for tmtrfiKne animation wnnlri 

come as no surprise personally. 

It is not that tong ago since 
touchline instruction was frowned 
on by the authorities. Coaches 
were required to remain seated and 
comport themselves in a manner 
that did not provoke the audience. 
Now they are allowed within a - 
yard of [day to issue orders and 
admo nishm ent 

Until recently, rugby union 
ffoirw; remained on the field at hal£ 
time, beyond the reach of their 
coaches. The interval is now spent 
in the dressing-room and the cap- 
tain's influence has consequently 
diminished. 



KEN JONES 

- A gift for humourless, non-stop 
overstatement of the obvious turns 
some coaches into parodies of them- 


fined himself, hilariously, to 
unmtdligibte grunts and gestures 
Joe Mercer once admitted that 


his gifts in. -management had little 
beariag onthe transformation that 
saw. Asti&'yflla come from a 4-0 
rmervakdefioit to draw 5-5. “I was 
so mad tlajart locked over the tea 
urn amrtjift them to it," he said. 

frtffiifeijecorded history of sport, 
playersar^Sfcklom disappointed by 
a change' nt; management A. new 
coach is a new hope, a chance to 
show that die old coach did not 
know what he was doing when he 
foiled to recognise their extraordi- 
nary ability. It means they won't 
have to listen to the same old spiel, 
the same threats and pleas - they’ll 
get exciting new ones. 

The idea Brian Gough con- 
veyed to his championship teams at 
Derby County and Nottingham 


Forest was that they were nothing 
without him! No player was safe 
from his scalding tongue. • 

One of the things we have to 
remember is that team players ace - 
often so occupied by their small 
piece of the action and so preoc- 
cupied with themselves and their 
feats, that they .rarely have a con- 
ception of the big picture of the 
teamor the game. That is why mod- 
em coaches take more and more 
upon themselves. 

- This has the paradoxical effect of 
creating problems in initiative that 
the coach is trying to alleviate. Af- 
ter Liverpool edged nervously past 
Celtic in the Uefo Cup this week, the 
BBC pundit Alan Hansen touched 
an the difficulties confronting their 


manager, Roy Evans. In Hansen’s ... 
view tiie players should be accept- . 
mg a lot more responsibility for Liv- 
erpool's patchy performances = 

The trouble with ttte procedure 


alert and off the streets at night, is . 
tbat.it contains theseedspf its owi^ 

destruction. In time players become 
conditioned to .the notion that 
there will alwaysfre someone to do 
their thinking. 

Encouraging more initiative 
than the g ame plan normally allows 
may seem like a sign of weakness 
to a coach, of losing control, of de- 
- feat, a reflection on his genius. What 
they should bear in mind is that 
sport was meant to be unrehearsed - 
entertainment. 


Unloved Lewis to 
show his evil side 



Britain's Lennox Lewis 
will be the loneliest man 
in Atlantic City when he 
defends his World 
Boxing Council 
heavyweight title In the 
early hours of Sunday, 
but, as he told Qyn Leach , 
that might just bring out 
the devil in him. 


In times of adversity, a man dis- 
covers who his true friends are 
and for Lennox Lews, a penny 
appears to have dropped re- 
garding his six-year relation- 
ship with American promotional 
group Main Events. On Satur- 
day evening, local time, in At- 
lantic City, the World Boxing 
Council heavyweight champion 
faces Poland's Andrew Golota, 
a Main Events stablemate, and 
Lewis has no doubts as to whom 
his “mentors” wish to win. 

“It would be in Main 
Events’ interest to get me beat- 
en because they have more 
control over Golota and more 
investment in him than me," 
Lewis says. “It’s just the way 
that boxing is.” 

Lewis is promoted by the 
London outfit Panix. co-pro- 
moted by Main Events, but the 
Chicago-based Golota belong? 
to the men from Totowa, New 
Jersey, lock, stock and barrel. 
Americans might term it a “no- 
brainer". 

Lewis has often talked, if not 
always convincingly, of his will- 
ingness to face reality and there 
is no denying the truth of his sit- 
uation; the men who helped 
make Lewis are now willing to 
break him. The chess-loving 
champion has become a pawn 


77 ¥ 

i I ?! 


to be sacrificed for a piece per- 
ceived to be of greater worth in 
the long-term game. 

“I don't like to think that 
Main Events see me as past my 
sell-by date,” says Lewis. “But 
if they do, they’re taking a hell 
of a gamble.” 

Golota is known for his 
fouls and transgressions rather 
than his victories. But while he 
may be one of boxing's b&es 
noires, the Polish giant is a gen- 
uine great white hope; mean, 
moody and marketable. Lewis, 
despite just one defeat in 32 
fights (25 wins by KQ), has been 
found to be none of those 
tiring Lewis has foiled to cap- 
ture the American public's 
imagination. And in boxing, if 
you don't sell you can go to hdL 

Lewis, 32, is perhaps guilty 
of nothing more than a failure 
to stand up and be counted. Is 
he British, is be Canadian? Is he 
a boxer, is he a puncher? Peo- 
ple are co ofosed by the east Lon- 
don native with the transatlantic 
accent, so brutally effective an 
attacking force yet so often a 
' seemingly reluctant aggressor. 

A pleasant if somewhat 
aloof radMduaLDswis, unlike 
many of his I tE raQ g HSM fc— 
seeks not to offend. But it 
seems that his half-hearted at- 
tempts to be all things to all men 
have resulted in him meaning 
very little to anyone. Anywhere. 

In Britain, where Lewis has 
not fought since September 
1994, his popularity has dwin- 
dled. Despite his fight being 
vastly the more competitive. Sky 
Sports has initially chose to pre- 
sent the following weekend’s 
relatively routine outing by 
Naseem Haraed on a pay-per- 
view basis. 

In the States, this fight is all 


Whitbread Rountf 
tiie World Race 


about Golota. Main Events are 
paying Lewis more than they 
ever have, $7m (£5.4m), to de- 
fend his title. against a fighter 
patently undeserving of a shot; 
a man disqualified for low bkws 
in his last two fights. This will 
be Lewis’s first pay-per-view 
fight in America and the reason 
this window of greater financial 
opportunity has opened for 
him is Golota, the wrecker of 
Riddick Bowe, the “Beast from 
the East" that America wants to 
see beaten. But by one of their 
own, not by a spurious citizen 
of the world like Lewis. 

When Golota sparred in 
Times Square, New York, ear- 
lier this week, a crowd of 300 
admirers chanted his name. 
Advance rickets sales of 11,000 
for the fight at the Atlantic CSty 
Convention Center have 
brought projections -of the 
biggest fight crowd in the East 
Coast gambling mecca since 
20,000 people watched George 
Foreman challenge Evander 
Hotyfield in 19911 

“Make no mistake, 95 per 
cent of that crowd will be behind 
Golota. It’s going to be very hos- 
tile,” Emanuel Steward, Lewis's 
trainer and co-manager, said. 
“Lennox has never gone out of 
his way to insatiate himself with 
people. He's no Frank Bruno, 
and this is the result." 

For the first time since before 
his fight with Gary Mason, who 
was stopped in seven at Wem- 
bley Arena in March 1991, 
Lewis is an underdog. 

If Golota can keep it dean, 
the American consensus says, 
victory is well within his grasp. 
The heat is on for Lewis, the 
pressure mounting and, he be- 
lieves. a psychological assault 
has already begun. 





Ready for trouble: Lennox Lewis, the champion who expects a hostile reception in Atlantic City 


Photojjj-aph: AP 


Main Events claim to be 
embarrassed by the sense of 
alienation Lewis has expressed 
in the run-in to this fighL Have 
they not supported him for 
years? Was it not they who, in 
March 1996, fought a legal 


battle to win him a shot at the 
WBC title? 

But it was also Main Events 
who faded to have Lewis picked 
up from the airport. They who 
did not have a suite booked for 
him when he arrived at his At- 


lantic City botcl. Mind games 
or misunderstandings? Lewis is 
in no doubL "There’s plenty of 
evidence to say they’re against 
me,” Lewis said. “But it brings 
out the best in me, makes me 
more determined. And it will 


give me the motivation to prove 
that I, too, can be evil in the 
ring." 

Perhaps, at last, the real 
Lewis is ready to stand up and 
take the acclaim he has been de- 
nied. ft would not be before rime. 


World title 
chance 
for Eubank 


Chris Eubank has been given a 
surprise opportunity to be- 
come the World Boring Or- 

gamsafionsuper-middleweight - 
. champion once again. . w- 

The Brighton-based former 
world champion will fight the 
25-year-old Welshmen Joe 
Catzaghe in an interim title bout 
with the winner to meet the 
holder* Steve CaUiris. 

■ : The Irishman- Collins and 
the No 1 contender Catzaghe 
- a southpaw undefeated in 22 
fights - were due to meet in 
Sheffield oh II October, but the 
fight bus been postponed for 
the third time after Collins 
withdrew with a leg jnjuiy. . . 

The promoter Rank Wmen 
has Instead turned, to the 31- 
yeazi-olri Eubank, who was due 
to fight a light-heavyweight^ 
contest on the same bill. 

"This fight has been post- 
poned three times now and 
we've done all we can to ac- 
commodate Steve, butwe can’t - 
go on like this,” Warren said. 

Eubank will have to shed Sb 
to make the. I2st weight limit 
and. step down to. the super- 
middleweight division, some- 
thing which pro mpted concern 
from the British Boring Board 
of Control. •' 

“We shall be wanting to 
know what Chris weighs now so 
we are satisfied, he can dehy- 
drate sufficiently to 12 stone to 
make the weight,” John Mor^ 
ris, the BBBC secretary, saidw ^ 

Eubank, a veteran of 49 
contests, the last one In Egypt, 
does not expect any problems 
slimming down. “I am 12 stone 
6 now so it’s not a kH and be- 
fore I fought Michael Watson 
for the fust time I lost 191bs.” 
he said, “so I'll da it just by 
training and going on my usu- 
al fruit dieL” . 


Computers and know-how sunk by the weather 


CANARIES ■ - 


innovator Kvaemw 
BF Language 


llm 

‘ i Al 


ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 


OChesste Rating 
OSftCut 




0 America's CtalengB 
©Swwflsti Match 
© Brunei Sunergy 
©EF Educator 


WESTERN 

SAHARA 


Pundits and crystal ball 
gazers have all been 
made to look as much 
off the pace as the 
competitors in the first 
10 days of the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race. 

Stuart Alexander 
explains how the 
weather has defied the 
cream of ocean racing. 


A fast race with the 10-boat 
fleet bunched all the way round 
was how the Whitbread was 
supposed to turn out. Instead 
the multi-million pound yachts 
are spread over 200 miles of sea 
from east to west, with 427 
miles the distance from the 
leader to the back marker. 

The favourites were Chris 
Dickson in Toshiba, who is now 
furthest east of the top con- 
tenders, and Britain's Lawrie 
Smith in Silk Cut But where do 
we find them? A long way be- 
hind in fifth and axth places. 


The new generation of W60 
boats were expected to be sig- 
nificantly quicker than the 
boats which competed for the 
first time in 1993-94. Instead, 
they ore well behind schedule 
and there has been talk of food 
rationing in order to avoid run- 
ning out before the end of the 
7,350-mile leg from Southamp- 
ton to Cape Town. 

In control has not been the 
prodigious line-up of racing tal- 
ent. nor the know-how of some 
of the besL navigators hooked 
into powerful computers. 


The boss has been the fick- 
le weather and light winds, 
though those who have fol- 
lowed the Royal Navy maxim is- 
sued in 1732, to go as far west 
as possible rather than sailing 
closer to the African mainland, 
seem to have benefited. 

Innovation Kvacrner was 
leading by 40 miles yesterday 
and after her came Paul Ca- 
yard’s EF Language and Grant 
Dalton's Merit Cup. But al- 
though they were well sepa- 
rated on the water, there was 
less than a mile in distance to 


the finish between the second 
and third boats. 

Nor has there been much 
shuffling of positions, though 
the dice will again be rolled 
again over the nest few days as' 
the fleet chooses where, if not 
always when, it will cross the 
Doldrums. 

Once through the Dol- 
drums, there should be trade 
winds for days on end, but un- 
til then the underlying emotion 
will be anxiety, especially about 
being left behind in the sticky 
heal and unpredictable squalls. 


Smith’s mood was sombre 
as the leading boats, heading 
towards the Cape Verde Is- 
lands, ran into fresher breezes. 
“It looks like things may get 
worse before they get any bet- 
ter in terms of mileage lost,”- 
he said. 

WHITBREAD RACE {First Im, 7,350 
miles, Southampton to Capo Tbwn); Lay 
sst positions: i kmowtion Kvanmor (Her) 
K Frostad 5J77 mies to Wstr. 2 ^ Lsn- 
gusge (Swb) P Caymd -M03 miss 3 Ms- . 
it Cup (teramlGbatan +4Q& A Chwale 
Racing JUS) Q CoCns +907; 5 9fc Cut {GB> 

L Snwi +T3M ; 8 Toshiba (US] C Dxdcaon 
+1B3S; 7 Americata CtaAengo (US) R RaW 
+203; 8 Swedish Match (5we) G Krantz 
+21Z 2r, 9 . Brunei Suneray {SweJ H 
BouschoHs +3479; 10 EF Education (s we) 
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O’Neill faces Uefa 
action for criticism 


Martin O’Neill, the 
Leicester City manager, 
may face action from 
Uefa as a result of 
comments he is alleged 
to have made after his 
side's controversial exit 
ffrom the Uefa. Cup on 
Tuesday. Gins Maume 
reports. 


As a manager, Martin O'Neill 
has never been one to keep his 
feelings to himself - the sight 
of the Leicester Gty manager 
fulminating at derisions that go 
against his side is a common 
one. But this time he may find 
himself in serious trouble fol- 
lowing his criticism of the ref- 
eree after City’s elimination 
from the Uefa Cup at the 
bands of Alletico Madrid at Fil- 
bert Street on Tuesday. 


Arsenal in need 
of some time off 


Arsibne Wenger’s side's 
looked weary during 
their Uefa Cup defeat 
against PACK Salonika. 
It is a situation they 
intend to remedy. Mike 
Rowboctam reports. 

r ’For the three thousand or so 
■ travelling followers of PAOK 
Salonika. Tuesday night’s Uefa 
Cup occasion at Highbury was 
a maddeningly exciting occa- 
sion. They surged. They chant- 
ed. They clapped. They 
pogoed. And that was before 
the match started. 

By the time the Belgian ref- 
eree blew his whistle, the visit- 
ing supporters were a seething 
mass of jubilation os their team 
marked their first match in Eng- 
land with a 2-1 aggregate win 
over the Premiership leaders. 

The only break in the Greek 
noise came when the fans con- 
centrated on the big screen re- 

(jk plays of Zizis Vrizas's equaliser 
in the S7th minute. Those home 
fans who remained behind to 
watch must have seen it differ- 
ently - Zizis The End. 

Arsenal's first-round exit 
from the Uefa Cup for the sec- 
ond year running will probably 
cost them dear in financial 
terms. They made more than 
£2m when they won the Euro- 
pean Cup-Winners’ Cup in 
1994, and an extended run in 
this competition would have 
brought them at least as much. 
But as their manager Arsene 
Wenger said with a grim smile 
afterwards, “we will never 


What Wenger does know is 
that his players displayed men- 
tal and physical weariness in 
what was their fourth gam e in 
10 days. The Frenchman was re- 
luctant to reiterate the point in 
the wake of defeat for fear of 
appearing a bad loser. 

It is significant, however, 
that the club's main objective 
now is to give their players a 
holiday so they can replenish 
their energies for the Premier- 
ship campaign. “We’ve been 
looking hard to try to give the 
boys a few days off, but so Tar it 
has been impossible,” said Ar- 
senal's assistant manager, Pht 
Rice. “Now with a dear week 
coming up after the game 
against Barnsley on Saturday, 
maybe we will get the chance.” 

Wenger said after the match 
that his players had given all 
they could at Highbury, but 
added: “2 knew it would be 
difficult after we lost the first 
leg in Greece. That is really 
where we were knocked out.” 

How Arsenal might have 
fared in that game had they been 
able to call upon Dennis 
Bergkamp remains open to 
question. Certainty the non- 
Ftying Dutchman dominated 
the proceedings on Tuesday. 

Whether Arsenal's prime 
mover can maintain his current 
influence depends on his self- 
discipline - a fifth booking of 
the season in the next three 
League matches will incur an 
automatic suspension causing 
him to miss the crucial home 
match with Manchester Unit- 
ed, on 9 November. Without 
Bergkamp, Arsenal are a car 
without a spark plug. 


In his criticism of the French 
official, Remi Harrel, O'Neill 
is alleged to have made a ref- 
erence to Nottingham Forest's 
infamous Uefa cup exit at the 
bands of a Spanish referee 13 
yeaisagp. The reference, which 
O'Neill has denied making, 
may lead Uefa to ask the man- 
ager for his comments. 

‘‘We will be waiting for a re- 
port from not onty the referee, 
but our observer and the rest 
of the delegation at the match," 
a Uefa spokesman said. “If it 
is found that the Leicester 
manager did make such a re- 
mark, then we would certainly 
hold an inquiry.” 

O’Neill was livid at the man- 
ner of Leicester’s defeat. He 
claimed that the dub had three 
apparently cast-iron penalty 
appeals turned down, and then 
had Garry Parker sent off for 
taking a free-kick too quickly 
(although to be fair to the ref- 
eree, it was a second bookable 
offence). Leicester are consid- 
ering making an official com- 
plaint about the referee's 
performance and have sent a 
video of the match to Uefa. 

“You do feel ‘what’s the 
point? 1 and that in two days' 
time people will think it's just 
sour grapes on your pari,” 
O’Neill said. “But then you 
think there is a point - to pre- 
vent what happened on Tues- 
day happening again. What 
happened was disgusting - ab- 
solutely shocking.” 

A spokesman for the club 
had no comment yesterday. 

Sion have made a formal 
protest to Uefa that one of the 
goals was too small for their 
Uefa Cup match away to Spar- 
tak Moscow on Tuesday. 

The Swiss champions have 
asked that the first-round sec- 
ond-leg match, which ended in 
a 2-2 draw but with Spartak win- 
ning 3-2 on aggregate, be 
awarded to them 3-0, putting 
them into the second round. 

According to media reports, 
measurements by a Uefa match 
delegate, which delayed the 
start of the game by 30 minutes, 
found the crossbar on one of 
the goals at Moscow’s Loco- 
mo tiv stadium was 14 cen- 
timetres below the regulation 
height of 2.44 metres. Uefa said 
yesterday that they would make 
a decision before the second 
round draw today. 


Babayaro’s 
debut likely 
for Chelsea 

The Nigerian defender Celes- 
tine Babayaro could make his. 
competitive debut for Chelsea 
in toni ght 's European Cup- 
Winners' Cup second leg tie in 
Slovakia. 

The&25m summer signing 
from Anderlecht has been, 
forced out of Ruud Gullit's 
plans so far this season, after 
damaging his ankle in a cart- 
wheel goal celebration during 
a pre-season friendly. 

However, the Olympic gold 
medal winner came through 60 
minutes of reserve- team action 
on Monday and bas been 
named by Chelsea’s player- 
manager in his squad for the 
encounter with Slovan Bratisla- 
va. 

Chelsea, who defend a 2-0 
lead from the first leg in the Slo- 
vakian capital, may recall Gi- 
anluca VZafli up front Steve 
Clarke is available again after 
a calf injury, although Paul 
Hughes is ruled out with an an- 
kle problem. 

Danny Granville, who 
scored what could be the cru- 
cial second goal at Stamford 
Bridge, is likely to have to set- 
tle for a place on the bench, 
with Graeme Le Saux available 
again after missing the first leg, 
when he served a ban for his in- 
famous Moscow brawl with 
David Batty two years ago. 

Gullit will not name his 
team until just before kick-off 
but he looked in confident 
mood when the side flew out of 
Gatwick Airport yesterday. 
“We are all looking forward to 
the game but we know we can- 
not take it easy," the Dutchman 
said. “The players know that we 
must keep our concentration 
and work hard.” 

Gullit has been linked with a 
move for yet another foreign 
player Milan's unwanted de- 
fender Winston Bogarde. The 
Dutchman is one name on a bog 
dear-out list released this week 
by the Milan coach, Fabio Capel- 
lo. who wants to rebuild his 
squad after his dub’s worst start 
to a season for almost 60 years. 

Capello is ready to ring the 
changes, and one notable return 
to Milan could be that of 
Roberto Donation! who spent 
10 seasons with the club during 
better years - 1986-96 - and is 
now in the United States with 
New York-New Jersey Metro- 
Stars. Milan have made the 34- 
year-okl midfielder an offer and 
are waiting for his reply. 



Faustmo Asprilla (left) challenges the Dynamo Kiev goalkeeper, Alexandr Shovkovsky, 
during Newcastle United’s 2-2 draw In the Champions* League in Ukraine last night. 
Asprilla was later carried off with a twisted knee Photograph: Mike Egerton/Empics 

Grimsby make Pleat sweat 


Jon Cutiey 

Sheffield Wednesday -3 

Grimsby Town - — .2 

(Grimsby win 4-3 on aggregote) 


Sheffield Wednesday's troubled 
season took a turn for the 
worse when they were pitched 
out of the Coca-Cola Cup last 
night by opponents who lie 20th 
in the Second Division of the 
Nationwide League, a defeat 
that increases the pressure on 
their manager, David Pleat. 

Although the Italian Paolo 
Di Canio fired home Wednes- 
day’s winner on the night in the 
87th minute, Grimsby had put 
themselves in an effectively 
unassailable position by scor- 
ing twice in three minutes at 
the start of the second half to 
earn a home tie against hold- 
ers Leicester City in the third 
round in two weeks' time. 

Grimsby's mission had ini- 
tially been to defend their 2-0 
first-leg lead but they were 
forced into a rethink after 
Wednesday went ahead with ooe 
of the more bizarre own goals. 


The Italian combination of 
Benito Carbone and Di Canio 
was already giving Grimsby’s de- 
fenders plenty to think about 
and when Di Canio’s light touch 
pnt Mark Pfcmbridge goalside 
the visitors were freakishly un- 
done. Pembridge tried to find 
Carbone but his cross was de- 
flected, critkalty in the event, by 
Mark Lever, struck goalkeep- 
er Aidan Davison on the shoul- 
der and, after further contact 
with Davison and a post, came 
to rest in the Grimsby net 

Once in front, however, 
Wednesday looked less secure 
at the back, where the ab- 
sence of Jon Newsome among 
others is conspicuous. A slop- 
py back pass by Des Whlker was 
intercepted by Lee Nogan and 
bad the Grimsby striker been 
able to steady himself to shoot 
more quickly the home side 
would surety have been chas- 
ing a 3-1 aggregate deficit. 

But Kevin Pressman recov- 
ered to save and positioned him- 
self well a second time shortly 
before half-time when Tommy 
Widdrington broke away from 
Dejan Stefanovic on the right 


These moments illustrated 
the slenderness of Wednes- 
day's lead only too porten- 
tously, prefacing a catastrophic 
three minutes at the beginning 
of the second half in which 
their task evolved from the dif- 
ficult to the near impossible. 

Only seconds after the 
restart Grimsby equalised, No- 
gan beating Pressman with a 
superbly-placed 15-yard strike 
after half-time substitute Jack 
Lester had knocked down 
Kevin Donovan’s cross. And 
Wednesday barely had time to 
assess the damage to their 
prospects when Paul Groves, 
popping up in the inside right 
channel, fed off Nogan’s sup- 
ply to send a curling shot be- 
yond Pressman's reach into the 
far corner. 

Di Canio squared matters 
on the night when he volleyed 
Carbone’s chip over Davison's 
head with 35 minutes left. 

Sheffield Wednesday (4-4-2): Pressman: 
Nolan. Wtata; Stetanotnc. Briscoe (ftxfc SQ: 
WHuinctiam Magitan. Cotins (HimptwHys, 
56), Pentoridga; ES Cania Carbone Substi- 
tute not used: C&te (flHI 
QttnsbjrTbsm (4-4-Z): Dwtaort: McOemxXt 
User, Ha ndydcfa Gaboo n?; Donwa r. Wid- 


h-^ Nogan SubnUtutes not us* 
Referee: K Burge (Fontypandyl 


McManaman illuminates grey night in Europe for Liverpool Prosinecki wants move to English club 


Liverpool'S progress in 
the Uefa Cup at the 
expense of a spirited 
Celtic wa^/fardhom 
/ ' distinguished. Guy Hodgson 
points out the fault lines 
at fortress Airfield. 


The reactions oF the supporters 
^fter Liverpool had beaten 
4~,£eltic in the Uefa Cup told their 
'own story. The home hordes 
slipped away quietly from 
Airfield, relieved to have won on 
the flimsy premise of away 
goals; the visitors stayed la ap- 
plaud their team raucously. 

A goalless draw did not in- 
clude Wednesday among An- 
field’s glory nights in Europe 
and although Liverpool are 
through to the second round 
the tie unveiled many of the 
failings that have beset Roy 


Evans’ team. Good on the 
counter-attack, they labour 
when they undertake the more 
painstaking task of unpicking 
a massed defence. 

Twenty-one points were 
dropped at home in the 
Premiership last season and 
Leicester have already won at 
Anfield this time round. Stop 
Steve McManaman and Liver- 
pool struggle to find other 
attacking avenues, which makes 
their seeming willingness to 
sell him to Barcelona six weeks 
ago more surprising. Without 
his elusive dribbles they would 
be an ordinary side. 

Celtic failed to halt his twist- 
ing incursions into their flanks, 
but with Robbie Fowler anony- 
mous and Michael Owen inef- 
fective they got away with it. If 
Simon Donnelly had not 
missed an open goal if Stig Inge 
Bjomebye had not halted 


Morten Wieghorsl’s drive on 
the line, the reflections at 
Anfield this morning would 
have been grave. 

To deal with the pluses first. 
Phil Babb, not Liverpool's most 
applauded player, was com- 
manding in central defence 
while Bjomebye and Rob Jones 
had the steadiness of the 
Grenadier Guards in the face 
of repeated attacks down their 
wings- It was behind and in 
front that the problems lay. 

David James has had an out- 
standing season in the League 
so far but whenever he faces a 
game of any importance his 
composure is questionable. His 
flapping let the title fly away last 
spring and on Wednesday two 
missed crosses could have halt- 
ed a Uefa Cup run. How much 
longer Liverpool can tolerale 
the goalkeeper's dubious 
dependability is debatable. 


In midfield Paul Ince did not 
impose himself. When he 
played for Manchester United 
“the Guv’nor” bad his most 
anonymous nights in Europe 
and on Wednesday he did little 
to alleviate the impression that 
he has problems against more 
skilful players. Graeme Hick, 
the cricketer, was once 
famously described as “a flat 
track bulty" and it could be that 
Incc can now only prosper 
when the conditions favour 
him. He apologised for his per- 
formance in Glasgow and he 
wiQ hardly be crowing about the 
second leg cither. 

Neither will Liverpool. “Wc 
will have to play a lot better if 
we are going to win the com- 
petition,” Evans said after- 
wards and. with the likes of 
ImernazionaJe. Ajax and the 
holders. Scbaike. tying in wait 
in the later rounds, he is right. 


The Croat midfielder Robert 
Prosinecki yesterday claimed 
that both Newcastle United 
and Tottenham are interested 
in signing him. 

“Newcastle have contacted 
me.” Prosinecki told Totten- 
ham’s Gubcall service, “but 
To lien bam Hotspur are also in- 
terested." 

The former Barcelona and 
Real Madrid playmakcr, cur- 
rently at Croatia Zagreb said he 
would like to move to England 
and envisaged no problems 
adapting to the game here. “Af- 
ter my lime in Spain, I know 
that I would have no problems 
settling after living there.” 

Middlesbrough's manager, 
Bryan Robson, will not pay 
over the odds for the Wim- 
bledon striker Dean Holds- 
wonh. Rohson has only pari of 
Eahrizio Ravandli’s£5 Jm fee 
from the move to Marseilles to 


spend. Some of it will go to 
Juventus as the final pay-off on 
his £7m move to the Riverside 
Stadium last year. 

Bolton Wanderers will have 
to do without Mark Fish for a 
month. The South African de- 
fender, who arrived from Lazio 
onty last month for £2J5ra, un- 
derwent a cartilage operation 
after exploratory checks 
showed some damage. 

Jamie Redknapp has com- 
pleted his first full game since 
breaking his leg playing for 
England last May. Neil Rud- 
dock and Ovyind Leonhanisen, 
also came through a practice 
match against Crewe yesterday 
unscathed. 

Coventry City have lodged 
an appeal with the Football As- 
sociation following Dion 
Dublin's dismissal in Sunday's 
Premiership game at Black- 
burn. The Sky Blues want the 


referee, Peter Jones, to view a 
video of the incident when 
Dublin dashed with Colin 
Hendry and was sent off for al- 
legedly using his elbow. 

Carlisle may face punish- 
ment after referee Jeff Winter 
was hit in the face by an object 
thrown from a home fans’ area 
as he walked off Lhe pitch at 
half-time during the Coca- 
Cola Cup tie against Tottenham 
at Brunton Park on Tuesday. 

Colin Hendry has been re- 
instated in the Scotland squad 
for the World Cup qualifier 
against Latvia at Celtic Park on 
11 October. 


SCOTLAND SQUAD 
v Latvia. CaflcPvkJ 
Goran (Rangers). L 
Mffmn (Mitfedon): 


Cun quanta 1 
(11 Ooober); 

i (Abordeenj. 

IfeattCekter- 


(HoartoX G 

MCAHater 

DortiuidJi 

GaltacherJ 

McWWayl 

DomnDyl 

[Wsngerall 



SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

jjjitfiaiti Arbeit the former East Ger- 
vran track and field coach who was 
ki charge of the country* drug-taJnt- 
ed thrtwera from W82 to w* be 
named as Austrafials national coach 
today. Artwft wffl receive a four-year 
contract taking him trough to the syd- 
nay 2000 CSytnpIcs. 

Baseball 

The New York Yankees irtaaehed an 
inprecedented power efisplay on 
Tuesday as they overcame a fivwun 
deficit to beat the Cleveland Indtans 
B-G ki the opener of their American 
Laajue DMston Senes. Tim Raines, 


Basketball 

Budwaser League champions Greater 
London Leopards fade unbeaten 
Sheffield Sharks at the London Are- 
na toright without their key American 
and captain, Robert Youngblood. 

who has Gripped a bone and tom §q- 
amente in an aride and couid be out 
for over two weeks. The London 
coach, BBy Mlm^ described the loss 
of Vtouigotood, who averages SO 
points a game, aa ' devastating". 
Tbny Kofley. captain of the Budwste- 
«r League Jean Thanes Vtetey Toast 
has been awarded the Player Of the 
Month trophy tor Septerttoar after 
scoring an average of m3 rebouids 


Cricket 

ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL. (BtAnmyo, 
2tafc Zimbabwe 233 lor 8 60 own: G Homer 
ZktbotS 233 fcr 9 ISO own: M Home 
55. C Harm TTrol MatcA dad. 

Drugs m sport 
Andreas Gddberger, the Austrian sW 
jumping champion, wffl nw face trial 
tor the possession of cocaine, if ha 
pays anna A court gave thoa^-year- 


ftsi« Jeter era rauuraanomeraa 

jsraecutivetyinafiwa-njis^ JJL 

ina first time three homers in a row rrr; 

Leaver been Wri postseason tts- 
the defendngWortd Series 
ghS^ions to victory. BOi 

piping dominated the opening day FttN 

nfthaWtonal League ptay-offeaslhe and 

Marins and the defendng chan 

prions, ABanta Braves, bttfi post- Slav 

Sa-Twfrs In fha opanera ofthei're- ganl 

soectivs Division Series. char 

•uguCAN LEAGUE play-on: Now Yak Milt 

j tnctans 6 (New York 29 N 

< series 14). to be 

%. rational LEAGUE play-off: Atlanta fast: 

ssSMssr’’ 1 i-w 


The Exkte London Towers coach, 
was also celebrating yesterday after 
being ramed Coach of the Month. 


Boxing 

ftdfe WbodhSA the former European 
and Commonwealth midtfiewaigfit 

rfBTrtoabsedirigashovAtownv^ 

StmeCoffnS) the World Bating Or- 


atompton, after twealng that he wffl 
cortrijetfe comeback h Norwich on 
29 NownOer against ai opponent y« 
to be named ft w* fc» hfs second con- 
test af»etxw surgery h October last 
vsar, Last nrcrth he stopped the Amer- 
Jean Boric* Barber h three founds 
hWidnea 


Gokfbergera lawyer said his dent 
would not contest toe coots deaden. 

Fo otball 

a£v§iodkpcrt 

Courrtyb rnemener Chris Marsdea 
Francis is hoping to do a deal with 

County that wS see Kevin Francis re- 
tum to his oidetob in part exchange 
tn a £500000 package. 

Bukina Faso have hired toe French 
coach Phfopa Ttwester, who was 
sadrad by Iwgerte last month, to take 
charge ottfwchatengeforthfl1998 
African Nations: Cuft wmfch they host 
BSy Stadc, the former Celtic assistant, 
was yesterday ^pointed the. new 
manager of Morton. He is joined r the 
bacfcroomtwFhsnkConrior.thelar- 
mer Cette second-team manages and 
the ex-Aberdeen winger Prim War. 

£mmy Ftoyd Hasse&ai*, tfw *-6^ 
strtter. wffl recave a three-male* ban 


after his sendng-off In Tuesday's 
Coca-Cola Cup tie at Bristol City. The 
ban wl Include lhe nact round at Stoke 
City. 

Wigan Alttetlcfc 28-year-old winger 
wqr Black has accepted mecical ad- 
vice and decided to quit profession- 
al foatbaL Black faled jo recover ^ter 
breaking Ns anlde 20 months ago. 
PoSce have given per miss ion for tick- 
ets (a go on open sale to both sets 
of fans at Maine Road until Saluday 
lunchtime for Sunday^ Manchester 
derby. The match is a testimonial for 

Cttyb tanner England Under-2i play- 
er Paid Lake, whose career was cut 
short by a knee irfery- 
Graftam Lan c a shire , the Wigan strik- 
er. wffl complete a £60000 move to 
Rochdale today . 

Paul Scaly, the Gflfrigham chairman, 

has left ho dub £2B00 out of pock- 
rtbutmade 200 oftt*Priestteataith- 
M very happy by rewardng the fens 
for making the TOO-mie round trip tor 
last weekend* Second Division de- 
feat at Garble with tree tickets far lhe 
CSs* next home match. 


v Romania. L awa d o w 

OoMa. n Ooobm}: Him (NmcbsUb Utttt 
A Kaay l9«Md UKft Q tote floods Ul«k 
PW» /Ewrtort Htrto /Lm« 1 Ha»tLw- 
wpoeft Ifrtai ICpwrwyi Conrtnuham (Winv 
Swdon), Kama (StaektiunH Flaming 
(MrtfcsbrauMi). C*fT (Tctterrsim). ibwnwmQ 
CUddtesteoughi. Hottahton {Reading). 


ty (FeysnooRfl. Caaeartna (Nancy! Karmady 
1 Liv erpool). 5 Kolly (Tlanmoro). Evana 
{Southampton) 

5COTLANP INOER-CT SQUAD (European 

naaarm I Andaman R Ars i .^-:, 

fAtattean). Bagan (KWnod). SrawnHe 


Canter (D«vt 


3 t. 


Atatte any Ba gan (KAnamocfcl BrawnHa 
Bna ftnar fltanchaaaf U«d). Buotian 
Craig (Aberdeen). SOo< (Cental 

iggsEra 

eaeaws* 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Past- 
ponotfj mneftaa; SafttOcC (pari* v Sun- 
tatand. Duma Part Ftagan w Nondtfi; 
Ttamara v Partonouft; Briml Rows v wa- 
tord (Mterationa! caA-upa) 

Ice hockey 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS; Bonn nd 
Hadgaa Cup: Skaugh Jots a Caitiff Devfc O: 
Notingham fiontas * Baden* San S , Hand 
Tgoa 3 SMHd SMn 7 Eumpoan Umihe 
M arche^** 3wm ? Dyiwno Moscow a 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOOKk Trabta Chance: 24pt* 
£4470260; S3 C2289K 23 £2330: 21 C45& 
Four Orawa £4TB: Nbia Noma (pad on fl) 
£89«- Ftaa Aaraysrioaxn IMnak 
armSepEk Treble ehanas 
33 ES2JXL 22 £S0a 31 CISC 
VERNONS: Ttebia chant* 240(4 
230875.220331 SoparaMarQUa Pr» 

eta 10: £2690 

ZeTTWS;TVabteeban(*24pli£tK!a3S23 
WJ2S 22 018 Four dram E50Q BgM 
boma*: £3623Q flour awanrEaooa Three 
dime nsa Fair Hw 0005 


Rugby League 
AustraSan Super League axed its 
Pbrth franchise yesterday and ap- 
peared to have the Hunter Mariners 
nexththeksHjhtsInBnBppansntHt- 
tampttolnBupaijitBd20tBBmc(xn- 
petftton nart season The Mariners are 
ri England tor the weekend* Work! 
Club Chalenge quartef-flnal against 
Wigan and sources say the pteysrs 
and staff wffl be toW on return that the 
Oub wffl not exist naart season. 

Sir Hextoey Vlbhar was last night eiectr 
ad tv an overwiiaMng msiylty as 
ctoakman erf a reconstituted Rugby 
Footba# League board of drectore A 
the garnet amual meeting h Hud- 
dersfield. 

Rugby Union 

BEPReSENTATTVE HATCH: CWnfedrSU’- 

reyvSufeM. 

Snooker 

RBOAL MASTERS OMharewn Ftatieund: 
J Parrott (Eng) bi Jmimr WHte (End5-2! N 
Bond (Englbi S Om Itr^l 5-4; R OSuSwn 
(Eng| bt AMfedoux (Cory 5-1 

Tennis 

ATP TOUR mars TOURNAMafr 
ftrtd Staife, Bret raund.' K Kum . 

W G MviStSc (Crtjfl) 6-4 S-3; C Moya 
U T IteM (Sv) 64 & 64; T Hgnmon pi* 
M U KQoetar (Owl 7-fl 8-3; T EnqvtH 

©wi m b uawcti (dz rb« aa aa s-i; p 

Koidaj ffife Rap] tat N EacuSS (Fr) 61 64j 0 
Woodnrff (US) M 0 Ra«« (Ff| 7« M- •* 


Tamga (US1 W J Stenennk (Nfflhi 7-6 62. 
G Rusedski (QB) H D PrinoH (Got) 44 64 
7-5: 1 HeUwga- (SwflJ M M Rmsbi (Swd) 76 

ATP TOURNAMENT ( P el erm o. V) Stagha. 
first roun* A ConeijB rspj bt M Marie* OH 
67 63 5Z Sacond rBWrtABerasinequ (Spj 
MCCoatafSp) 6-4 4663- KAlam I tola 
O Peasant ffSni 6-t 60. 1 D Hvatr (Sbvatft 


; D (Sbv&t 


lAr® 60 30 (req: Atatas (Spi 
rl (10 61 60 
ATP CHINA OPEN (PdUng) Slngtus. Dm 
rotKicb J Stark (US) bt G Stafford ISA) 7-5 
6-3; L Pew 


FOOTBALL 
RES ULTS 

European Champions* 
League Group A 
BrDonnmd {1} Jt, Sp Prague CT— 1 
HsnVJi 20 SeglTB 

Chgputeat 5B. 7B 40500 

HHrrUiSB 

Bm BO 2 GHntssaray (0) 0 

8«reMS3 15822 

Crespo 39 
Group B 

F i yi wanl fl gKostet 

VkQnWp«26 45000 
Gw 34 

Tdao Utd 0) 3 Jawohat (1] — 2 

SMrnhsnBS . Dd Fforo 1 
Schctasee ZManoSO 

QlggreQ SBfCte 

Jwwtus’ Qfcfiar Qa uAamf u sort eft ^ 

Group C 

Bstdonn 2PSV(D). 2 

Lite Enrique 64, 76 DeBtUaTO 
aopoo Mflaarse 

PSV BrxShman's Christen van Yfeerten 
SOnS Olt 34 

Dyiwss Mw BJ N—caafis 60) — Z 
Fhbm4 BwnMra 

ShMtMe2B GdmkdOB85 

wwo 


l Group D 

Porto ^ — 


RoMnborg (3) . 
BonbsMr H60 
Strand 3S 43 
RufeWctoe 

Group E 

— 

□Mar 4, 41 
ErtugrU B4 


Group F . 

Monaco ft) 4 Lflverfcuaeo (OM 

Henry 30, B9 7BOO 
ApebaTS 

Barer lA/mhoan* Hobart fovacs at** tA 


1 Real Madrid (i) 2 
Harrow 
ReJ 79 

i (Hymptekos n 1 
Ofcr^Oayeea 
«0OO 


I Petit st-0 (B —i 
Shram 66 


Ltenw fl) ... 1 Sp Uafaon (Of — 1 
Huotra88 LmnthoBB 

WHO 

INTERNATIONAL FH®4DtT (lUnta): IV- 
rtea 0 AustraSa a (T Vfomw \ VMM 23. 

BfopeyTO 

Coca-Cola Cup 
Second round second leg 

Coventry fl) 3 Blackpool (1) —1 

UcAtoter pens 6189 Lnfchan38 
DuUnTO ' ases 

Oowwry rrin 3-3 on ag&vgWa 

Derby (1) 5 Southend (0) _0 

Ftawott 43,57 B490 

VUinctnpe60 . 

Sturridge 64 
Trcdopn 83 

Oarbfwln OO on Aggregott 
EvBftofl (2) .^__5 Scunthorpe m_0 
Stuart 11 115Q2 ' 

Os«r2&67 
BsnrferflB . 

Cadamerteri 69 
fww «*» ort frfl aggngats 
Uhnl fl) ____i WhnUedon 13) Jt 
StavpanSO EuN2a43 

3591 Caauatine47 

Gayle 50 

WMbfadOn wn 62 on oggngria 

ShoTf Wed (9 3 Grimsby (CQ 2 

□eridanoaK Nogan 46 

U Cam 64, 08 Graves 46 

ttfiO 

QriiMbywn‘*-3oneggmgtaa 
ISTHMIAN LEAGUE PM Divbrion: 
Mtfeaay 0 Berlthamstad 1 Second DL 
Viifon: Owshunt 1 BarWrtg i 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Aarostruc- 
lures 1 Coma Sports 0 
NORTHBIN OOUNRES EAST LEAGUE 
Prouder DMstan: Hatem 1 Atettiy2 
NORTH WEST COWRIES LEAGUE 
Fhet DMafon: Present 1 Cfiaddarticn 1 
PONTINS LEAGUE Premtar OMaioa: 
amA Kfla m 0 Leads 0: Preston 0 Aston 
VBa a Hrrf Dhtatac Ottnm 8 Notts 
OauntyO: Port Vale 3 L si c oB t o r g~. 8tiv 
dorlofo 3 H u tfoeraflel d t Second Ptvt- 
efon: Barraby.i Btadfcnj 0*y i : Cwtste 

0 FfocWateO; Wrottan 3 Uncofo Qty 
0; tek 2 Stockport S Third DMatm: 
Chaser 6 ChastBrftaW i; Scartxnugh 

1 VUdaaSC: Wigan 1 Doncaster A 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
nmOMalon: Chariton 2 Crysn/ Pataca 
0; tpewlch 2 Oxford Utd 3; Luton v Meet 
Ham; Portsmouth o Swindon 2: Mteford 
0 Arsenal 3; WMtedon 0 Oueenb Pak 
Rangarsa 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESUOS: Utea Cap 
test round second la(p Aston Vfel Bot- 
deauxOtegg 1-0. Wtareoeallm); Ban- 
Bca o BaOTo 0 fagg 0-1 K U2io 2 
Guhiaiws i (agg 69; Nguchtttsf Xare- 
a* 0 Wamadonsle 2 (ago 04). Coca- 
Cola Cop aacond round second leg: 
Crystal ftfeca 2 Hul i (egg 2-2 Hutam 
onomy goats). FA Cop Second round 
replays: PortajataO Bebor2; Ktonh 
rfoy i MotpsOi 0: Wbntsop 3 Bngg 1; 


Nuneaton Baiough 6 Badworih i:Cam- 
txttga 2 Katterag 4 (aett; aorwyow 
Rowre2 Sucfowy Wanderore 0; Sutton 


Utd 2 Wafira i ; bed 2 ftxtfWd 1; Vfck- 
ngham 0 CSfopanhem 1; Bath 1 Bas- 


il UidBond League Prender DMatoru 
Accrngton Stanley i LancasreM:Spwv 
nymoor 0 Fricktay 0 LangiM Cup nrat 
roond: Dwtsdsn 2 VWtan 1; Mattock 1 
ABieton 1 : Radciffa Bonwgh 3 Crea Ha- 
wood 0; TraJford i Con^eton teen 2. 
Whhtoy Bay 8 Natherfiafo 3. Wtarkingam 
1 LMgh t Mhmlan Leagua Premier Dl- 
vMon: tertosbuy f Mnanharn & R ad- 
bridge 2; Bishop's Storiford 2 Bromjgy 0; 
DuNdch 3 Chosham 1: Harrow Boreu^i 
1 Boreham Wood 0 Ftret DMaton: 
Laay»rf»8C) 3 Homtord f; VWymteafe i , 
Hampton t Second Division: Bedford 
town 2 Canvey fctend 3; Chalfore Si Pa- 
ter 1 Horsham 0; Edgwam 3 EgRam 
LTVxiry 1 Wtaktoona Z iMthatn 5 
Tdowg & Aitcham Z Third Divfolon: I 
Ctaptafl 1 Hornchurch 0; Dtxfong 4 Ep- i 
som 6 Ewed S Hsmel Herra^ad 3 Croy- 
don AMetC ft Vtere 4 Cambertay 2 , 
GaardtanlnstaancaCUp tat round re- 
plajr. Uxbridge 3 Lmton Pennant (I Fu* 
Membera Cup; Si Atong C«y 5 ErtteM 
1 Or Martens League Cop first round 
first lege Atherstorw 1 Moor Green 4 
Northern Counties Em Leagm Pre- 
mfer Dhriekm: ArraU 2 Lhsraeage ft Os- 
SflR Town 0 Ctrzon Ashton 1 John 
O'Hara Sussex County League Cup: 
NawhaMnOEasttxxxnefonn t Seraw- 
flx Direct League Premier Dhriskac 
Bridgwatsrd BackweJ ft Cjkw 3 Odd 
Down ft, RauBon 2 MeBsham i North 
Weal CamBw League But MiMtan: 
Atherton CotSeries 1 Rossendale 5; 
Stadcpoot Rovers 5 Ramsbonom 3; 
Bureraugh a A t he rion LR 3: Gfocsop 0 
Mosfisy 0. HasSngden 2 (tentmeh 1: 
Motor Old Boys 0 a Helens 1. Wa*w 
Road 3 vtathaB GM 2 Ne«casi»9 Tbwn 
4 Darwen i : Vibmngan 5 SdBonJ l Jew- 
aon W— ee x League: kynuigts-i 2 TtA- 
lon t; BtB 5 Boumarwum I ■ Btunerlon 
HeadtS FtarnseyftChrtsictuchaNow- 
txrry 2, Ryde Spars 1 East Cowss Vteo 
«. Ttatcham 2 Wtitahurcn i. Wrnowna 

3 Dtwnton l bfierflnk Expraee Mdtend 
AfiMonPa&av«a2SiapenM2.stite- 
tart] town 2 Hteesownn Hamsre 3 ArnoO 
Insurance Northern League First Otvi- 
■ion: South StssUs 2 Steton 4; Bfeig- 
bam town 2 Durham 1 NatawMe Web 
Gold Cup Drat mood: Oonmnnon Swdts 

4 Lame Q Ponfine Larauo First Otvtakac 
Mmchesar Cdy 2 Gnrnsby 2 Second 01- 
vfofc»; Rotherham 2 Shrewsbury 2. 
Statetd UW 0 Burrfey 4 


W A Ratchel (USI 6-4 66 
S| bt S Draw (AU5j 3-6 


66 M T-fl; J Couri*??IS) M ARoainsaj TODAY S NUMBER. 

«art 63 64: J KrodM (Sbvaki K f? ,uum J i^UivioLrs. 

Raneberg (USl 36 63 7-6. 

WOMEN’S UA SATELLITE (Nottingham) 

Stegloe, aerand reaneb k Kama iGwi bt K 
Don (GS) 63 63. LLatmerfG9)nMJou- _ 

b«rl [SA1 6262-. L Pcrirtra IGB1 U L AN IGB) # 

64 6*3: A Wtemricflt (OB) bt H Cofin (C3: S J 

0 6V. J Wted iGSl bt K EMI (GBi 62 62. 

NEeots KBIWE Dyfbwg (Don! 63 64, 

number ot teams o( the 

- 63 75; N WBcs (GSjKWHertwr Cup-lWlTfSTS CuO WHO 
6661 63. MLoe(CB1btRB.idcvfl3B) hauauirwaOiinnQantm. 

63 6-2; M Za«rowc (Bcs) bf □ Lfoti (GH1 7-fi naV0 WOfl 3 EUTOpean ITO- 

4«62-.A Foster (GfilWPCtHIGB) 7-663; rta/ Cht*tr>a wrV. ttw Cs m- 




^ MR Bartaor (Tf}‘64 62 (rad; 

NWW(G8)bTNCreormjw636i: Jl “ 
IQB] MC VtoB{0aj6l62:LMtignn 
« Conan (OBi 63 7-6. D Sopsfora iC 
MGergorc (Sbrenl 62 44G-Z G Dari 
«W| WD Betcher (GB) 67 64 7 5: A 


bt PMaggc (OB) 63 6 h A Parrcar iGB} bt 
C Semen (OB) 6c 64: j Fa (GS; « A Goo- 

raw (Sp) 63 7 -5 


number of teams of the 
32 left in the European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup who 
have won a Etrepean tro- 
phy. Chelsea won lhe Cup- 
Wnnersf Cup in 1971, whie 
thwcppcxientstorsgftSto' 

ton aaisiao. vwi irri ■®6B 
Red Star Belgrade wort the 
European Oup in 1991 
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FQ QI Mk b champion c league 


Ferguson’s swashbuckling United come of age in 


Qenn Moore 

Manchester United _3 

JuvenCus — „„ 3 



What style, what passion, wfaata 
vAXHierfulperfcrmaoce. There 
isak>f^.k}ng way to go but Man- 
chester United last night earned 
the right to dream of the Euro- 
pean glory they crave. ' 

Already shorn of Roy Keane 
they found themselves trailing to 
J uventus, widely accepted as 
the Cbntmeot’s best, after juft 24 
seconds. They then lost Nicky 
Burt but from then on it was a 
night of glory as Tfeddy Sher- 
ingham, Paul Scholes and Ityan 
Giggs scored the goals to beat 
one of the best defences in Eu- 
rope. 

While rumours concerning 
Keane's knee injury swept 
Manchester (out for anything 
from a fortnight to the end of 
the season) Alex Ferguson was 
concentrating on finding a re- 
placement for at the evening - 
and probably the rest of the 
Champions’ League. Ronnie 
Johnsen, who had played only 
36 minutes since co ming harV- 
from a thigh injury, got the nod 
in partnership with Butt 

It was a lot to ask of the Nor- 
wegian and his lack of match- 
sharpness was exposed from the 

start as United, having kicked 
off, found themselves behind af- 
ter 24 seconds. 

Johnsen was 

around the centre cude and the 
ball was quickfy played from Di- 
dier Deschamps to Manuel Di- 
mas on the left. His pass found 
Allessandro Del Piero’s per- 
fectly timed run behind Hen- 
ning Berg. A neat drag-back 
dummied Peter Schmeichel 
and Berg before be coolly 
rolled the ball in. 

It took a while for United to 
get back into the game and In- 
ventus were able to stroke the 
ball about without creating any 
serious chances. lifted by their 
supporters - who were in- 
creasingly infuriated by both the 
refereeing and the Italians’ ar- 
rogance - United rallied. Hen- 



i 




bacx in 2 


Alessandro Del Piero slides the ball past Manchester United's Peter Schmeichel to put J uventus 1-0 up after just 24 seconds of last night's Champions' League match at Old Trafford 


Photograph: Allsport 


rung Berg headed over and 
Johnsen brought a reaction 
save from Angelo Pemizzi. 

Deschamps and Fabio Pec- 
cilia were booked for crude 
fouls - and Montero and 
Alessandro Birindelli should 
have been - as J uventus fought 
to restore control but it took a 
linesman's flag to halt United, 


Ole Gunnar SoLskjaer being 
spotted offside after Shering- 
ham headed in from Denis Ir- 
win's I6th minute long throw. 

It was a further indication of 
I talian vulnerability in the air 
and, with Giggs now switched 
from the ‘‘hole” to the left wing, 
and Johnsen settling in midfield. 
United tore forward. After 28 


minutes they nearly scored when 
a cross from the David Beckham 
was neatly touched on by Gig- 
gs and Sheringbam to Sofekjaer 
only for Perruzzi to save well. 

Ten minutes later Shering- 
hara played the ball out to the 
left and, when Giggs's deep 
cross came in, the England 
striker was there to rise above 


Montero and bead in. Unitecfs 
joy was unconfined but their en- 
thusiasm cost them a boolring 
as Giggs was penalised for 
heading the ball out of Fer- 
ruzzi’s hands to “score". 

United’s first-half recovery 
had raised the temperature 
and it threatened to boil over 
early in the second half with 


Johnsen clashing with Montero 
and Sheringham with Ferrara. 
The latter row followed a cal- 
culating foul on Giggs as he 
threatened to burst through the 
Italian defence. Ferrara was 
booked. 

So was Del Piero as Juven- 
ilis struggled to contain a Unit- 
ed side now bubbling with 


Giggs’ electric glide on the wing gains glory for Old Trafford 


Manchester United 
needed an outstanding 
performance from 
someone last night if 
they were to get the 
better of Juventus in the 
Champions* League at 
Old Trafford. Guy Hodgson 
watched the man most 
likely to provide it: Ryan 
Giggs. 


Alex Ferguson could not afford 
to pinpoint any single player last 
night “I don’t care who is our 


matefawinner," he had said be- 
forehand. But the Manchester 
United manager could be for- 
given had his gaze lingered on 
the slight figure in the No 1 1 as 
he searched for a hero. 

It is a long time since anyone 
compared Ryan Giggs to 
George Best It was a fatuous ex- 
ercise anyway, holding up the 
Welshman to a talent that 
burned more furiously than any- 
one else at Old Trafford, but in- 
jury has made it more so. Even 
the incomparable would have 
had his win^ clipped if he had 
spent as much time on the treat- 
ment table as he did at the bar. 


The last time Giggs could 
give full vent to his special gifts 
without the fear of inflaming a 
physical impediment was in the 
1993-94 Double season. Since 
then there have been intermit- 
tent bursts between lay-offs. 

Last season’s game against 
Juventus was one of those spe- 
cial nights. For 45 minutes 
Giggs bewitched the Italians, in- 
spiring hope and fear with 
every twisting run. He repeat- 
ed the performance against 
Porto at OJd Trafford yet the 
season ended with him clutch- 
ing a championship medal and 
also another fitness straw: an 


operation on a double hernia. 

“You are seeing a player 
back to foil fitness," Ferguson 
had said after Giggs' electric 
performance against Evcrton 
earlier in the season only for 
him to break down with ham- 
string problems. He was back 
last night but it was after only 
IS minutes football in the past 
two and a half weeks. 

The memory of Giggs' 
quicksilver feel knocking the 
aplomb off the Juve defenders 
prompted Ferguson to play 
him through the middle, ft was 
a tactical mistake. 

Juventus knew where the 


danger lay and Paolo Montero 
felled Giggs with 3 chop to the 
knee as he attempted to cut in 
from the right. But, when Nicky 
Butt went off to be replaced by 
Paul Scholes, Giggs moved to the 
security blanket of the flank. It 
changed the tone of the match. 

With the first run down his 
favoured flank, opportunity 
beckoned- Presented with the 
acres beyond Fabio Pecchia 
and Alessandro Birindelli he 
rocketed to the byline and de- 
livered a leasing pass over An- 
gelo Peruzzi in the Juventus 
goaL Teddy Sheringham prob- 
□blv dreams of crosses like 


that and he thumped a header 
for United’s equaliser. 

The route to Juventus’ weak 
point had been exposed by that 
39th-minutc thrust. Giggs, on 
the left, was facing the Italians 
instead of playing with his back 
to them. In the 53rd minute he 
skipped past two defenders be- 
fore being foiled by Gro Ferrara- 

Instead of running into culs- 
dc-sac. United bad an outlet. 
Giggs worried Juventus almost 
every time he received the ball, 
and his glorious, twisting run in 
the 88th minute and precise, 
angled shot resulted in United's 
third goal. 


belief. Under pressure as they 
were, Lhe Italians continued to 
tty and pass the ball and always 
presented a latent threat. 

However, with 25 minutes to 
go their numbers were reduced 
as Deschamps pulled one shirt 
to many. That it belonged to 
Johnsen was irrelevant, but his 
second yellow card was not. 

Three minutes after be de- 
parted, Juventus were in further 
disarray as Scholes put United 
ahead. Sheringham was yards 
offside as Pa I lister played a ball 
through after Berg had won a 
header but Scholes was not. As 
lhe Italians stopped, he drib- 
bled past them, Sheringham 
and Perruzzi to score. 


A magical night for foe Unit- 
ed fans was capped in the last 
minute when Gig^ crowned an 
outstanding performance with 
a brilliantly taken goaL It looked 
like ibe icing on foe case but it 
turned out to be more imprtant 
than that as, in mjuiy lime, Zine- 
dine Zidane curled a free-kick 
past Schmeichel 

Manchester United {4-3-1-23: Schme- 
tchtf G Nsvle. Berg, Pafcster.lnwin; Beck- 
ham. Johnsen. Butt (Schofes, 381; Giggs; 
ShBnngham, Sotehjaei (P Nevfle. 48J. Sub- 


McOair. Clegg. Cuts. 

Juventua (4-3-1 -H]: Peruzzi; Bkhctatt, Fer- 
rara. Montera Dimas; PaccHa (Jutana 
68) Deschamps, Zaxhhuuf (Rassotta 
Zidane; Inzaghi. Del Ftae (Ariorosa 7& 
Substitutes (not used): Rampula (gfci 
Padovana Fonseca. Zarrtoru. 

Referee: A Lopez Niata (Sp; 

More reports, 
Results, page 3f|| 
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Newcastle gain parity 


Corf Liddle 
reports from Kiev 

Dynamo Kiev „„2 

Newcastle United 2 



ACROSS 

1 Second driver’s crusty... 

* (6) - u ■ - 

4 _. turning sharp info qui- 
et Scottish valley (6) 

9 Knight’s driven trade by 
pawn in veritable retalia- 
tion (8) 

10 Many holding abridged 
service for the deity (6) 

12 You’ll find the colours 
run in these (8,7) 

13 Identity measure (maybe 
a gin) consumed (8) 

14 A drop-out with large 
joints (5) 

16 Parishioners ooze with 
inner faith ultimately (S) 

18 Sacred fish about, in 
heart of Galilee (8) 


20 Cut in error, struggling 
with a tin: time for med- 


ical application (15) 
Glass dome in a cast 


23 Glass dome in a cakle 
in Spain (6) 

24 Letter about Italian 
food additive (8) 

25 Headpiece - first of 


tiaras on a Pope (6) 
Back part of hoot, m 


DOWN 

Drink I serve, mixed. 


will produce head (9) 
Eternal suffering (7) 
Vagrants associated with 
washed-up specimens 
( 12 ) 

Nuisance turned up, 
American hard hat (7) 


6 A yearning letter (5) 

7 Plant with upright at- 
tribute (7) 

8 Birds ignoring lake 
boats (4) 

11 Turbine fores badly, not 
one fed by right energy 
boosters (12) 

15 This should soften coat 
I misapplied in design 

16 LLrument, object un- 
der fire (7) 

17 Two girls showing a bit 
of leg (7) 

19 Reflect - Le. about ace 
in hand (7) 

21 Brown topless figure (5) 

22 Kicked, getting dragged 
audibly (4) 


Newcastle maintained their un- 
beaten record in the Champ- 
ions’ League when they staged 
a brave recovery from a two- 
goal deficit in Ukraine last 
night. They were on the rack for 
much of the game but held their 
nerve to steal a point. 

The Otympiski Stadium was 
packed to something ap- 
proaching its 100,000 capacity 
as Newcastle were given a 
warm welcome even though the 
temperature had dipped to be- 
low freezing. But Dynamo 
quickly seized the initiative, 
taking the lead within four 
minutes. Valentin Belkevich 
beat Steve Wfetson down the 
right and when be crossed 
Sergei Rebrov stole ahead of 
John Beresford to head past 
Shay Given from six yards. 

Newcastle hit back with 
Faustina Asprilla and David 
Batty prominent, but Dynamo 
looked dangerous on foe hreak 
with Andrei Shevchenko par- 
ticularly menacing. 

Rebrov was finding plenty of 
space to attack down the right 
but in the 1 1th minute, after be 
seemed to have broken free, 
Beresford got back to make a 


derisive challenge on the dan- 
gerous Ukrainian internation- 
al striker. 

Asprilla lost the ball on the 
edge of the home penalty box 
in the 13th minute and was 
booked when he lunged at 
Yuri Dimitruiin. In foe 15th 
minute the Colombian should 
have equalised. Picking the 
ball up 15 yards out he blazed 
foe ball straight at the goal- 
keeper. Alexandr Shovkovsky. 

Asprilla then hit a 23rd- 
rainute free-kick straight at the 
defensive wall from 22 yards 
and immediately went down in- 
jured. It looked as though be 
had twisted his knee attempt- 
ing to curl the ball over the de- 
fensive wall. He was carried off 
on a stretcher. 

Before Jon Dahl Toraasson 
could take bis place Dynamo 
had gone two up. Shevchenko 
steered a low shot wide of the 
advancing Given after being 
sent clear by Belkevich. 

Newcastle introduced Te- 
mur Ketsbaia at the start of foe 
second half for Rob Lee, who 
bad passed a fitness test just be- 
fore the game on a thigh injury. 

Dynamo continued to look 
dangerous and Shevchenko 
raced through the Newcastle 
defence only to shoot straight 
at Given. When the Magpies 
finally got a shot on target, it 
was such a weak effort from 
John Barnes that Shovkovsky 


merely had to wait and collect. 

Philippe Albert and John 
Beresford were fortunate to es- 
cape bookings as Newcastle’s 
frustration mounted. Kiev almost 
increased their lead from a free- 
kick awarded for a Beresford 
foul, but Given made a great save 
from Kossovsky. Given again 
came to his side's rescue in foe 
63rd minute when the defend- 
er Vladislav \hshcbuk moved up 
and lashed in a shot which the 
keeper did well to bold. 

Newcastle had heen out- 
played, but they pulled a goal 
back in the 77th minute. The 
Dynamo defence failed to dear 
a long throw from Watson and 
Beresford popped up to get in 
a rather weak right-foot shot 
which went through the legs of 
Shovkovsky. It was Beresford’s 
third goal in Europe following 
his two against Croatia Zagreb. 

Newcastle stunned Dynamo 
when they snatched an equalis- 
er five minutes from time. Kiev 
could not dear a left wing cor- 
ner and Beresford tried bis luck 
from 30 yards, with the ball tak- 
ing a wicked deflection off 
Alexander Golovko lo leave 
Shovkovsky stranded. 

Dynamo Ktov: Sbwtovsky. Luztity Golov- 
ko, \tashtfnA, DmltruH, Kbesovsky. Shev- 
Chenfca Hearov, Gusrfn. Khalshavfch. 
Betew c h . 

Newcastle United: Quen; Barton. PBacaek. 
Albert Beresford; Wttsaft. Lee (Ketsbaia, 
h-C Batty: Gfestea; Barnes, Asprta ftbma» 
son. 34). 

Mamac P Mdcaben {Denmark}. 

Photograph, page 31 












